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Government  puts  a price  on  education 


MPscutin 

Scottish 

shake-up 


Labour  to  scrap 
special  status 


Ewen  MacAskill 
and  Lawrence  Donegan 


HE  Government 
will  today  an 
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Sir  Ron  Dealing  unveils  his  report  yesterday  after  the  biggest  review  of  higher  education  in  more  than  30  years 

Study  now,  pay  later  revolution 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


A REVOLUTION  in  the 
funding  of  higher 
education  was  de- 
clared yesterday 
when  the  Government 
announced  plans  to  charge 
undergraduates  for  tuition 
and  scrap  the  student  mainte- 
nance grant  in  a package  of 
reforms  to  raise  about 
£1.7  billion  to  expand  univer- 
sities and  colleges. 

David  Blunkett,  the  Educa- 
tion and  Employment  Secre- 
tary. announced  a new  sys- 
tem of  student  loans  to  soften 
the  blow.  He  said  students 
and  their  parents  would  not 
be  required  to  pay  any  extra 
money  up  front  during 
courses,  and  that  repayments 
after  graduation  would  be 
tailored  to  avoid  undue  strain 
on  income  — if  necessary  by 
extending  them  over  33  years. 


“Our  preferred  solution  se- 
cures equity,  access,  quality 
and  accountability,"  Mr  Blun- 
kett told  MPs.  Undergradu- 
ates from  families  framing 
less  than  £16,000  a year  would 
be  exempt  from  the  tuition 
fee.  and  there  would  be  bursa- 
ries for  students  of  teacher 
training,  medicine  and  other 
social  care  courses. 

Ministers  will  give  further 
thought  to  how  the  arrange- 
ments would  work  in  Scot- 
land, where  degree  courses 
can  be  longer.  They  intend  to 
phase  in  the  changes  from  Oc- 
tober next  year,  and  the  fun 
effect  win  be  felt  by  freshers 
arriving  in  1999. 

Stephen  DorreH,  the  shadow 
education  secretary,  accused 
Mr  Blunkett  of  mounting  a 
“shabby,  opportunistic  smash- 
and-grab  raid  on  the  budgets  of 
low-income  families". 

Leftwing  Labour  MPs  sig- 
nalled their  intention  to  op- 
pose legislation  later  this 


The  Government’s 
proposals 
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year.  Lord  Gfenamara,  who  as 
Ted  Short  was  an  education 
secretary  and  deputy  leader 
of  the  Labour  Party,  said  he 
was  “sickened”  by  the  pro- 
posals. He  might  leave  the 
party  ont  of  “shame". 

Mr  Blunkett's  announce- 


ment came  within  two  hours 
of  a report  by  the  committee 
of  Inquiry  under  Sir  Ron 
Dearing  which  proposed  an 
annual  tuition  fee  of  £1,000  for 
all  full-time  undergraduates, 
but  argued  for  the  continua- 
tion of  maintenance  grants. 
Sir  Ron  fought  atheahh  to 
complete  a l4month  investiga- 
tion, the  biggest  review  of 
higher  education  for  more  than 
30  years.  The  Government 
largely  accepts  his  report 

But  his  plan  for  student 
funding  flew  in  the  fece  of 
Labour’s  manifesto  commit- 
ment to  abolish  the  grant  His 
tuition  fees  would  have  cov- 
ered little  more  than  half  the 
cost  of  the  £2  billion  reforms. 

Mr  Blunkett  said:  “Our  uni- 
versity system  is  in  crisis. 
Our  competitors  in  Norte 
America  and  the  Par  East  — 
the  AsiaD  Tigers  — have 
many  more  young  people  in 
higher  education  ...  Public 
funding  per  student  has  fallen 


by  around  25  per  cent  over 
the  last  decade . . . 

“Fees  are  already  being 
paid  by  half  a million  part- 
time  students  In  higher  edu- 
cation and  many  of  the  2 mil- 
lion students  in  further 
education,  who  received  little 
or  no  maintenance  support 

Mr  Dorrell  said  the  Educa- 
tion Secretary  had  suffered  a 
defeat  by  the  Treasury.  He 
said:  “That’s  your  policy  — 
extra  state-guaranteed  loans 
for  well-off  young  people  from 
Islington  and  a lode  in  the 
teeth  for  the  low-income  fam- 
ilies in  Sheffield." 

The  Committee  of  Vice 
Chancellors  and  Principals 
said  the  decision  on  fees  was 
“bold  and  necessary”,  but  the 
National  Union  of  Students 
said  it  raised  a “nightmare 
vision’’  for  poorer  families. 
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Nationwide  sends  carpetbaggers  packing 


fttchard  MDm 


CUSTOMERS  Of  the 
world’s  biggest  build- 
ing society  yesterday 
breathed  new  life  into  the  sec- 
tor, turning  their  backs  on 
windfall  payments  of  up  to 
£2,000  each  and  reversing  the 
rush  to  convert  to  banks. 

Nationwide  members  voted 
3-1  against  giving  uptbn 
organisation’s  mutual  status, 
confounding  pundits  who  pre- 
dicted the  demise  of  the  150- 
year-old  building  society 
movement.  The  Prime  Minis- 
ter led  the  praise. 

More  than  1.3  million  votes 
were  cast  in  the  annual  elec- 
tion for  directors,  with  TO  per 
cent  coming  down  on  the  side 
of  the  current  board,  inflict- 
ing a surprise  defeat  on  tee 
so-called  carpet-baggers.  Trie 
board  claimed  the  result  vras 
a "ringing  endorsement"  for 
the  building  society  move- 


"k 


ment  Directors  said  mutual- 
ity would  continue  to  mean 
lower  mortgages  and  higher 
interest  rates  for  savers. 

Michael  Hardem.  the  free- 
lance butler  who  led  the 


group  of  five  carpet-baggers 
seeking  seats  on  the  Nation- 
wide board  on  a conversion 
ticket,  polled  the  lowest  num- 
ber of  votes  — 333975  — de- 
spite his  pledge  to  dole  out 
windfalls  of  between  £1,000 
and  £2900  to  the  society’s  3J> 
million  members. 

MPs  from  all  parties  called 
on  the  Government  to 
strengthen  the  laws  to  protect 
building  societies  from  specu- 
lators. Tony  Blair  told  the 
Commons  he  was  delighted 
the  Nationwide  would  remain 
a building  society.  “I  think 
the  right  decision  was  made.” 

Other  building  societies 
called  the  result  a vote  of  con- 
fidence in  the  industry.  Three 
of  its  largest  players,  Halifax. 
Woolwich  and  Alliance  & 
Leicester,  abandoned  the  sec- 
tor for  a stock  market  listing 
this  year.  A fourth.  Northern 
Rock,  will  follow  in  October. 

Brian  Davis,  Nationwide 
chief  executive,  said  he  hoped 


the  “feeding  frenzy”  which 
has  seen  societies  besieged  by 
windfall  seekers  would  now 
end.  The  society  would  lift  its 
suspension  on  new  savings 
accounts,  imposed  in  mid- 
June  to  fend  off  speculators. 

He  said  the  result  might 
help  to  ease  inflationary  pres- 
sure caused  by  the  £35  billion 
from  converting  building 
societies  and  insurers.  Econo- 
mists have  warned  that  the 
boom  could  spin  out  of  con- 
trol as  savers  spend  their 
windfalls  on  household  appli- 
ances and  foreign  holidays. 

Nationwide  also  admitted  it 
had  received  a string  of 
merger  offers  before  the  poll 
result  was  announced. 

One  banking  analyst  said 
the  result  was  not  so  much  a 
vindication  of  building  societ- 
ies as  a successful  plan  to  vil- 
ify Mr  Hardem.  “It’s  a bit 
rich  to  claim  the  vote  was 
about  the  principle  of  mutual- 
ity. It  was  really  about  ‘do 


you  want  this  person  on  your 
board?’  In  that  sense,  it 
wasn’t  a proper  referendum.” 

Mr  Hardem  said  he  was 
disappointed,  but  would  fight 
on.  “1  expected  to  be  a board 
director  by  this  time  tomor- 
row evening.  But  It  is  just  one 
battle  and  the  war  Is  still  to  be 
won.” 

Disclosing  that  his  group. 

Members  for  Conversion,  had 
spent  £6,000  on  their  cam- 
paign. he  said  it  was  still 
possible  for  investors  to  force 
the  Nationwide  to  convert  to 
a bank  by  holding  a special 
general  meeting. 

He  agreed  the  poll  was 
about  his  election,  not  mutu- 
ality. “If  people  don’t  want  me 
on  the  board,  but  want  wind- 
falls, it  can  be  done.  On  the 
other  hand,  people  might  just 
think  I am  a prat” 


Tnounce  plans 

scrap  Scotland's 
300-year-old 
special  status  at 
Westminster  and  pave  the 
way  for  a reduction  in  the 
number  of  Scottish  MPs  from 
72  to  about  58  after  the  cre- 
ation of  a devolved  parlia- 
ment in  Edinburgh- 
The  move  will  enrage  many 
in  Scotland,  Including  some 
left-leaning  Labour  MPs,  and 
cast  a shadow  over  the  Com- 
mons launch  this  afternoon  of 
the  white  paper  setting  out 
details  of  the  Scottish  parlia- 
ment potentially  the  biggest 
shake-up  of  the  British  consti- 
tution since  Ireland  left  in 
1920. 

Others  will  accept  it  as  a 
price  worth  paying,  seeing  it 
as  part  of  a compromise  to  ap- 
pease Cabinet  critics  of  devo- 
lution who  argued  that  Scot- 
land should  not  be  entitled  to 
keep  so  many  MPs  after 
devolution. 

Under  the  plan,  a boundary 
review  will  be  set  up  in  1999 
to  revise  Scottish  seats  in 
time  for  the  election  after 
next 

The  Scottish  Secretary 
Donald  Dewar,  has  emerged 
from  scalding  Cabinet  en- 
counters with  tee  Home  Sec- 
retary. Jack  Straw,  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Irvine,  and 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Alistair  Darling, 
with  almost  all  his  devolution 
package  intact. 

The  43-page  white  paper, 
Scotland's  parliament  com- 
plete with  St  Andrew’s  Cross 
on  the  cover,  sets  out  plans 
for  the  129-member  parlia- 
ment elected  by  a form  of  PR, 
with  powers  to  raise  tax  up  to 
3p  in  tee  pound  and  to  pass 
legislation. 

But  Mr  Dewar  has  had  to 


L*ariar  comment,  page  Sj 
Law  must  stop  carpet- 
baggers, page  11 


More  people  have 
landed  on  the 
moon  than  on 
this  rock  in  the 
Atlantic.  John 
Vidal  missed  the 
moon  but  made  it 
to  Rockall. 

Report*  page  3 
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bow  to  pressure  for  a reduc- 
tion in  tee  number  of  Scottish 
Labour  MPs.  Some  devolution 
critics  argued  teat  reducing 
Scottish  representation  at 
Westminster  will  help  answer 
tee  West  Lothian  Question, 
the  argument  that  Scottish 
MPs  should  not  be  able  to 
vote  on  English  matters  after 
devolution,  since  English 
MPs  will  not  be  able  to  vote 
on  Scottish  ones. 

Scotland  has  had  a privi- 
leged position  because  it 
joined  England  as  an  equal  in 
the  Treaty  of  Union  in  1707. 
Tiie  figure  of  72  MPs  was  en- 
shrined in  legislation  in  1948 
and  it  is  that  section  of  the  act 
that  is  to  be  repealed. 

George  Galloway,  the 
Labour  MP  for  Glasgow  Kel- 
vin and  (me  of  the  most  vocal 
of  the  nationalist-leaning 
wing  of  the  party,  favours  an 
overall  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  MPs  at  Westminster 
but  sees  no  reason  why  Scot- 
land should  be  singled  out  “I 
would  be  totally  against  a uni- 
lateral reduction  in  Scottish 
MPs.  Many  parliaments  in 
the  world  give  more  seats  to 
those  on  the  periphery.” 

He  said  power  was  being  de- 
volved, not  handed  over,  and 
Scotland  needed  to  continue 
to  have  a say  In  key  decisions 
on  defence  and  other  policy 
areas  being  held  by 
Westminster. 

But  John  McAllion,  the 
Labour  MP  for  Dundee  East 


who  is  on  the  same  wing  of 
the  party  as  Mr  Galloway, 
took  a different  line:  “In  prin- 
ciple, I do  not  see  any  prob- 
lem, given  that  Scottish  MPs 
will  have  much  less  to  do  at 
Westminster  anyway.” 

Mr  Dewar  managed  to  fend 
off  those  who  wanted  the 
reduction  to  coincide  with  the 
creation  of  the  Scottish 
parliament 

He  will  also  soften  the  blow 
by  saying  there  are  good  geo- 
graphical and  population 
reasons  for  Scotland  having 
more  MPs  per  head  of  popula- 
tion than  England,  even 
though  the  historical  princi- 
pal is  lost. 

The  Boundary  Commission 
operates  independently  of  the 
Government  but  if  its  guide- 
lines for  drawing  up  English 
constituencies  — which  have 
an  average  70,000  voters  — is 
applied  north  of  the  border, 
this  could  m«*n  that  the  num- 
ber of  Scottish  MPs  would  fell 
from  the  present  level  of  72  to 
around  58  to  60  for  a 2007  gen- 
eral election. 

Cabinet  sources  describe 
tee  Home  Secretary's  opposi- 
tion to  devolution  throughout 
the  negotiations  on  the  white 
paper  as  being  “messianic”. 

John  Curtice,  reader  in 
politics  at  Strathclyde  Uni- 
veristy,  said  last  night:  “This 
is  a dear  signal  from  Tony 
Blair  that  the  continuing 
over-representation  of  Scot- 
land at  Westminster  should 
end. 

“It  is  a politically  feasible 
way  of  establishing  a Scottish 
parliament  while  at  the  same 
time  placating  tee  so-called 
"English  lobby’  headed  by 
Jack  Straw,”  he  said. 
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In  big  shake-up,  leader  centralises  party,  bans  foreign  donations,  and 

a tic  played  about  Hague’s  New  T ory  vision 

his  lips  and  eyes  ^ 


Simon  Hoggart 


1 A /ILLIAM  HAGUE 
1/ \#  walked  into  the 
V V Chamber  Tor  Prime 
Minister’s  Question  Time  to 
thunderous  Labour  Laughter 
and  jeers. 

They  bad  been  reading 
about  the  new  official  portrait 
of  the  Tory  leader,  which,  is 
now  available  for  £200  and  will 
soon  be  hanging  on  the  walls 
of  Conservative  Associations 
around  the  country. 

This  is  the  photograph  that, 
according  to  Central  Office, 
shows  him  “looking  serious, 
but  with  a smile  playing  about 
his  lips  and  eyes ...  serious 
but  warm,  youthful  but 
assured”. 

“Show  us  yer  cheeky  little 
grin!" , “SmileT , various 
Labour  hooligans  shouted 
across  the  Chamber.  An  em- 
barrassed grin  played  around 
the  Tory  leader's  lips  and  eyes; 
no  sane  MP  ever  lets  on  that 
he  minds  the  ridicule,  because 
ifhe  did.  it  would  re-double. 

1 have  the  portrait  in  front 
of  me  and  it  is  all  of  those 
things.  What  no  one  has 
pointed  out  is  that  according 
to  the  snap,  Mr  Hague  has  one 
hooded  eye  and  another  mad, 
staring  one. 

But  so  does  Tony  Blair.  So 
does  Margaret  Thatcher. 

Why?  Are  they  all  pod  people 
from  the  planet  Xxroog?  Do 
the  security  services  insist  on 
implanting  a tiny  radio 
bleeper  under  the  left  eye- 
brow, in  case  they  are  kid- 
napped by  terrorists?  Or  is  it 
that  the  job  Is  so  appallingly 
stressful  that  they  have  a per- 
manent tic? 

As  it  was,  Mr  Hague  scored 
heavily  against  Mr  Blair,  pin- 
ning him  down  on  whether 
the  new  Welsh  assembly  will 


have  powers  over  law  and 
order.  The  Tory  leader  had 
done  his  homework  and  the 
Prime  Minister  hadn't.  Mr 
Blair  sounded  evasive  and 
unsure. 

Does  It  matter?  Not  a lot  to 
most  of  us,  and  not  a great  deal 
more  even  to  those  who  live  in 
Wales.  But  it  Improves  the 
morale  ofTory  rank-and-Qle 
MPs,  many  of  whom  have 
spent  the  past  few  weeks  look- 
ing at  Mr  Hague's  back  and 
asking  themselves:  “WTioz 
have  we  done?” 

1 paused  briefly  to  listen  to 
Desmond  Swayne.  (Labour 
MFs  have  decided  the  Tory 
member  for  New  Forest  West 
is  a werewolf;  so  whenever  he 
rises,  the-y  howl  as  if  in  the 
forests  of  eastern  Europe,  cry- 
ing “Ow-woo!  Woooo!”  while 
he  rants.  This  is  what  doctors 
call  Swayne  fever.) 

Then  1 dashed  to  Central 
Office  to  see  Mr  Hague  again, 
dressed  in  his  trademark 
triple-breasted  suit,  a light  tie 
playingabout  his  neck, 
addressing  his  party  on  the 
i need  for  reform. 

I say  this  cautiously,  be- 
cause I know  I will  get  rude 
letters,  but  Mr  Hague  Is  a very 

I effective  performer. 

He  spoke  with  some  passion 
about  the  need  to  be  listening, 
listening  all  the  time  (this 
sounded  rather  spooky:  one 
imagined  people  in  Yorkshire 
pubs  muttering ‘"Ere,  who’s 
that  littLe  bald  bugger  eaves- 
dropping on  us?"),  and  he  com- 
pared  himself  to  the  reformer 
Disraeli  “who  embraced  all 
the  British  people”  (unlike, 
presumably,  Gladstone,  who 
embraced  only  young  female 
British  people). 

But  he  was  firm,  assured, 
witty,  and  dearly  knows 
pretty  much  what  he  wants  to 
do  with  the  Conservative 
Party. 

His  overall  strategy  for  the 
next  few  years  seems  to  be  to 
make  it  as  much  like  the 
Labour  Party  as  possible. 

I made  this  point  to  Jeffrey 
Archer  as  we  left  the  speech. 
“Huh!”  he  snorted.  “That's  be- 
cause Tony  Blair  has  made  the 
Labour  Party  exactly  like  us!’’ 
which  seemed  q uiie  fair  to  me. 


Ml  ctUMl  White 
PoRdeal  Editor 


V|  M JMTT  I I I I 

M yesterday  un- 
■■IV  veiled  the  Con- 
servatives’ 

Wi  most  spectacu- 
lar organisational  U-turn 
since  1945  when  he  an- 
nounced centralisation  of 
party  structure,  powers  to 
expel  rogue  MPs  like  Neil 
Hamilton  and  a ban  on  the 
foreign  donations  which  have 
disfigured  Tory  fund-raising. 

In  the  first  convincing  evi- 
dence that  the  Opposition 
leader  acknowledges  the  size 
of  the  task  he  inherited  from 
John  Major’s  179-seat  defeat 
on  May  1,  Mr  Hague  effec- 
tively borrowed  Tony  Blair's 


I New  Labour  modernisation 
blueprint  and  adapted  it  to 
I Tory  needs. 

The  that  mil- 

lions of  pounds  of  foreign  do- 
nations accepted  under  Mar- 
garet Thatcher  and  John' 
Major  have  proved  a political 
disaster  came  after  years  of 
blank  refusal  to  admit  any- 
thing was  wrong.  Not  only 
will  the  names  of  major  do- 
nors, private  and  corporate, 
be  published  in  fixture,  but 
MPs,  councillors  and  activists 
whose  “gross  misconduct 
brings  scorn  upon  the  party" 
will  be  expelled. 

That,  too,  was  heresy  until 
election  day,  as  a frustrated 
Mr  Major  found  himself  un- 
able to  prevent  Neil  Hamilton 
hanging  on  in  Tatton  until 
the  voters  picked  Martin  BelL 


Hague  {ftrfpg  last  night  de- 
nied planning  to  centralise 
candidate  selection,  as  Labour 
is  doing.  But  the  rush  to 
slaughter  sacred  cows  includes 
the  possibility  that  all  short- 
lists will  include  a woman. 

In  a major  act  of  contrition 
Mr  Hague  said:  ‘The  simple 
feet  is  that  the  voters  believed 
we  were  divided  among  our- 
selves. They  believed  we  had 
lost  touch  with  some  of  the 

people  we  always  said  we  rep- 
resented. They  formed  the 
view  that  there  was  more 
than  a hint  of  arrogance  and 
conceit  in  the  ranks  of  oar 
parliamentary  party." 

I The  tone  of  his  speech,  and 
! Us  appeal  for  intellectual  rig- 
our as  well  as  new  structures. 
i reminded  some  Tories  of  the 
work,  led  by  R A Batter  at  the 


Conservative  Research  De- 
partment. (o  restore  parry  for- 
tunes after  Labour’s  last  great 
landslide  In  1945.  The  Tories 
regained  power  tor  13  years 
in  1951. 

Mr  Major  endorsed  hLs  suc- 
cessor’s changes,  as  most 
senior  Tories  wtlL  Even  mod- 
erates will  take  heart  that  he 
is  concentrating  on  organisa- 
tion during  Labour’s  honey- 
moon rather  than  setting  out 
policy  positions,  as  he  ini- 
tially did  in  ruling  out  the  EU 
single  currency  for  10  years. 

But  Labour  mocked  bis 
efforts.  Peter  Mandelson, 
minister  without  portfolio, 

! predicted  that  “no  effort  to 
create  a pale  imitation  of  New 
Labour  wiB  count  if  there  is 
no  policy  change  to  go  with 
it."  Colleagues  asked  if  Mr 


Hague  was  leading  'the  party 
of  Kenneth  Clarke  or  of  Peter 
LBley,"  and  sakl  he  would 
never  get  the  Tories  out  of  the 
doldrums  until  he  deckled. 

Mr  Hague  seems  anxious  to 
avoid  that  trap  and  instead 
stressed  the  need  to  enter  po- 
litical “no-go  areas"  to  listen 
to  voters.  "They  quest  toned 
oar  motives  and  some  times 
our  competence.  The  British 
people  wanted  the  party  to 
make  dear  it  bad  learnt  from 
experience.  Conservatives 
must  stop  lecturing  to  people 
and  start  listening  to  them." 

Though  he  went  out  of  his 
way  in  the  speech  to  senior 
| party  activists  and  officials  to 
assure  the  grassroots  that  be 
would  not  “ride  roughshod 
over  our  constituency  associ- 
ations.” its  thrust  was  en- 


tirely towards  creating  a cen- 
tral machine  through  which 
the  leadership  ten  talk  dl- 
recUy  to  the  rank  and  file. 

Mr  Hap*  admitted  that  the 
party  must  be  non  open 
about  its  Asads,  the  subject  or 
recurring  battles  with  Labour 
and  the  media.  To  iwt  being 
so  in  the  pint,  we  ham  often 
appeared  secretive  and  defen- 
sive. and  we  have  paid  a polit- 
ical price  for  that  It  is  time  to 
! be  much  more  open.  We  have 
nothing  to  hide  and.  nothing 
to  fear." 

As  for  disciplinary  powers, 
Mr  Hague  seemed  to  be  trying 
to  reassure  MPa  like  the 
Euro-sceptic  whtplets  cine 
that  they  wen  not  at  risk,  un- 
like them  engaged  in  activi- 
ties "just  within  or  without 
the  law  ” as  one  insider  put  It. 


admits 

death 


error 


Clare  Dyar 

Legal  Correspondent 


THE  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions.  Dame 
Barbara  Mills,  yester- 
day agreed  to  review  a deci- 
sion not  to  prosecute  two 
police  officers  over  the  death 
of  a Nigerian-born  man  in 
custody,  after  an  unprece- 
dented admission  that  she . 
had  made  an  error  oflaw  and  1 
Ignored  key  evidence. 

The  dimbdown  was  revealed 
yesterday  as  the  High  Court 1 
was  about  to  bear  a challenge  , 
to  the  decision,  brought  by  Ola-  j 
mide  Jones,  the  widow  of  Shiji  1 
lap  tie,  who  died  fallowing  an 
incident  with  police  in  Stoke 
Newington,  north  London,  in 
December  1991  Mr  Lapite,  a 
father  of  two,  died  30  mhnites 
after  he  was  stopped  by  two 
plainclothes  officers,  PCS  Paul 
Wright  and  Andrew  McCaHum, 
for  “acting  suspiciously". 

Post  mortems  found  that 
death  was  due  to  asphyxia 
caused  by  a neck-hold,  frac- 
turing the  bones  in  his  lar- 
ynx. An  inquest  jury  brought 
in  a verdict  of  unlawful 
killing. 

One  officer  admitted  apply- 
ing the  neck-hold  to  32-year- 
old  Mr  Lapite,  who  had  taken 
cocaine  and  alcohol.  The 
other  officer  admitted  kicking 
him  as  bard  as  he  could.  They 
claimed  Mr  Lapite  had  tried 
to  strangle  PC  Wright,  hut  the 
coroner’s  pathologist  said  the 
absence  of  marks  on  the  offi- 
cer’s neck  threw  "very  seri- 
ous doubt"  on  that  allegation. 

The  Police  Complaints  Au- 
thority also  agreed  that  its  de- 
cision not  to  take  disciplinary 
proceedings  against  the  <ffi- 


Review 


Rich  in  drama, 
lacking  passion 


Michael  Billington 


Suzanna  Andler 

Minerva  Studio,  CNchester 


“I  HIS  classy  French  play 
I by  Marguerite  Duras 
I requires  an  actress  to 
suffer  exquisitely  for  two 
hours,  but  in  Lindy  Davies’s 
production  there  is  a lack  of 
emotional  firepower  as  if  Ju- 
lie Christie  were  still  getting 
to  grips  with  the  role. 

The  play,  written  in  1968,  Is 
an  odd  one:  the  work  of  a de- 
clared Maoist  dealing  with  the 
problems  of  the  super-rich. 
The  setting  is  St  Tropez  in 
winter.  Suzanna,  married  to 
the  habitually  unfaithful 
Jean,  has  come  to  survey  an 
eight -bedroom  house  to  see  if 
it  Is  worth  renting  for  the  sum- 
mer. She  is  accompanied  by  a 
journalist  with  whom  she  is 
having  her  own  first,  tor- 
mented, affair  and,  in  the 
course  of  an  angst-ridden  day, 
also  encounters  one  of  her 
husband’s  former  mistresses. 
Suzanna  is  a wretchedly  un- 
happy woman.  But  one’s  first 
reaction  is  to  wonder  why  one 
should  feel  anything  for  her 
privileged  despair.  I suspect, 
however,  that  Duras  Is  not 
necessarily  asking  us  to.  Her 
point  Is  that  wealth,  at  a cer- 
tain exalted  level,  leads  to 
emotional  immaturity. 


Susanna’s  husband,  we  are 
told.  Is  interested  only  in  mak- 
ing money.  He  suffers  "an  in- 
firmity of  feeling”.  Suzanna 
herself  is  described  as  un- 
reachable and  unknowable- 
Even  her  uncertainty  over 
whether  to  rent  the  house  is  a 
charade.  The  husband  haw  pi- 
ready  taken  the  decision. 

Duras,  in  short,  shows  with 
a pity  closely  allied  to  con- 
tempt the  self-inflicted  ago- 
I niesefthe  ultra-rich.  I may  be 
biased  but  the  working  jour- 
nalist seems  to  me  the  only 
sane  one  among  them. 

But,  whether  Duras  loves  or 
loathes  Suzanna,  th«  charac- 
ter needs  to  be  imbued  with  a 
passion  only  fitfiiUy  present  In 
Christie's  performance.  She 
radiates  a very  English  com- 
mon sense  that  made  me  feel 
she  would  have  sorted  out  the 
villa  business  and  her  emo- 
l tiooal  problems  to.no  time. 

Aden  GOlett  is  suitably  per- 
plexed as  her  Journalist  lover, 
Julie  Legrand  hovers  impres- 
sively as  the  husband's  old 
flame  and  Johan  Engels’s  de- 
sign and  Nick  Beadle's  light- 
ing are  first  class.  As  an  atmo- 
spheric  evocation,  of  St  Tropez, 
Davies's  production  is  valid. 
As  an.  exploration  of  this  com- 
plex, ambiguous,  emotionally 
Intense  play,  it  struck  me  as  a 
decided  misfire. 

This  review  appeared  in 
some  editions  yesterday. 


Shiji  Lapite,  left,  who  died  in  police  custody.  EBs  widow. 
Olaxnlde  Jones,  below,  challenged  the  deriidnn  not  to 

proseratePCb  Paid  Wrig^abovuteft,  and  Andrew  McCallum 


cers  was  flawed  and  should  be 
quashed  and  a new  investiga- 
tion hedd. 

Deborah  Coles,  co-director . 
of  Inquest,  which  has  waged  a 1 
long  campaign  over  deaths  in 
custody,  said:  The  unprece- : 
dented  admission  by  the  DPP  i 
and  the  PCA  that  they  felled 
to  give  proper  consideration 
to  all  the  evidence  is  a shock- 1 
Ing  indictment  of  the  way  in 
which  the  authorities  treat 
deaths  In  custody. 

"The  decision  confirms 
what  Inquest’s  17  years  at 
monitoring  deaths  in  custody 
has  demonstrated  about  file 
unwillingness  of  the  DFP  and 
PCA  to  bring  charges  against 
police  officers  whose  conduct 
has  led  to  death  or  serious 
injury." 

The  case  is  one  of  three  un- 


The  unprecedented  admission  by  the 
DPP  and  the  PCA  is  a shocking 
indictment  of  the  way  the  authorities 
treat  deaths  in  custody.  The  decision 
confirms  the  unwillingness  to  charge 
police  officers  whose  conduct  has 
led  to  death  or  serious  injury* 

Deborah  Coles,  Inquest  campaign  9t»up 


precedented  challenges  to 
Crown  Prosecution  Service 
decisions  not  to  prosecute 
police  officers  acting  in  the 
course  of  their  duty.  The 
other  two  cases,  brought  by 
the  family  of  Irish-horn  Rich- 
ard O’Brien,  who  died  of  as- 


phyxia while  police  were 
holding  him  down  after  a dis- 
turbance. and  by  Derek 
Treadaway,  who  was  awarded 
£50 .000  damages  in  a civil 
action  after  a High  Court 
judge  found  a robbery  confes- 
sion was  extracted  Cram  him 


by  “nothing  less  than  tor- 
ture", went  ahead  yesterday. 

Ben  Emmerson.  counsel  for 
Ms  Janes,  said  the  PCA  had 
written  to  the  Metropolitan 
Police  suggesting  charges 
should  be  brought,  but  had 
changed  its  mind  after  repre- 
sentations from  Commander 
Quinn  of  the  Complaints  In- 
vestigation Branch.  But  there 
was  an  error  in  his  response 
which  was  only  detected 
when  the  judicial  review  ap- 
plication was  launched,  and 
as  a result  the  decision  was 
flawed. 

Ms  Jones,  of  Southwark, 
southeast  Loudon,  said:  "I 
am  pleased  with  the  decision 
today,  but  the  fight  is  not  over 
yet  I hope  the  police  authori- 
ties win  not  continue  to  pro- 
tect those  responsible  for  my 


husband’s  death  and  that  the 
CPS  will  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  prosecute  the  officers 
involved." 

Mr  Emmerson  told  Lord 
Justice  Rose  and  Mr  Justice 
Jo  witt  that  Mr  Lapite  died  "as 
a result  of  Injuries  inflicted 
by  PC  Wright  and  PC  McCal- 
lum  whilst  in  police  custody". 

He  said  Dame  Barbara  had 
wrongly  accepted  that  it  was 
possible  that  the  death  was 
due  to  a ligature  around  Mr 
Laplte’s  neck  formed  when 
PC  Wright’s  arm  became  en- 
tangled in  Mr  Lapite’s 
dothes. 

Ian  Burnett,  for  the  DFP, 
warned  that  the  director  was 
not  "pre-judglng  the  outcome 
of  the  fresh  dec  is  inn-making 
process"  which  would  now 
start  again  "from  scratch”. 


Prescott  to  reject  M25  widening  on  environmental  grounds 


Rebacca  Smlthera 
Political  Correspondent 


THE  Government  will  next 
week  scrap  Tory  plans  to 


I week  scrap  Tory  plans  to 
widen  the  busiest  section  of 
the  M2S  motorway  around 
London,  ending  speculation 
that  it  was  poised  to  press 
ahead  with  the  scheme. 

John  Prescott,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  Is  expected  to 
rule  out  the  scheme  on  envi- 
ronmental grounds,  claiming 


that  plans  for  vastly  Im- 
proved public  transport  links 
should  help  take  the  pressure 
off  the  road,  which  serves 
Heathrow  airport 
The  project  is  one  of  12 
being  considered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment as  part  of  a wider 
review  of  schemes  drawn  up 
by  the  Tories.  Speculation 
that  Labour  was  poised  to  an- 
nounce the  go-ahead  of  the 
widening  — to  10  lanes  be- 1 
tween  junctions  12  and  14, 
and  12  lanes  between  junc- 


tions 14  and  15  near  Heathrow 
— was  dampened  by  news 
over  the  last  few  days  that  Mr 
Prescott  was  seeking  more  in- 
formation from  officials.  Nev- 
ertheless, political  sources 
were  stressing  that  the  final 
decision  about  the  M2S  was 
made  at  least  a week  ago. 

There  was  still  speculation 
at  Westminster  last  night  that 
Labour  might  fudge  the  issue 
and  defer  the  M25  derision,  by  1 

putting  the  scheme  into  the  , 
main  review.  The  announce- 


ment will  be  made  in  a writ- 
ten answer  on  Monday. 

Of  the  other  schemes. 
Labour  will  attract  contro- 
versy by  announcing  that  the  i 
£300  million  Birmingham  i 
Northern  Relief  Road  — Brit- 
ain’s first  privately  tolled  mo- 1 
torway  — will  go  ahead,  al- 
though the  Salisbury  bypass 
is  likely  to  be  abandoned.  Of 
the  dozen  schemes,  around 
half  are  expected  to  be  given 
the  go-ahead. 

Mr  Prescott  told  a local 


government  conference  yes- 
terday he  did  not  believe  that 
"simply  widening  or  expand- 
ing roads  is  the  sole  solution 
to  transport  problems".  ! 

BAA,  which  runs  Heath- 1 
row,  would  not  comment  In 
advance  of  the  government 
announcement.  But  a spokes- 
man said  that  Terminal  Five  , 
did  not  rely  on  widening  the  1 
M25.  Integral  to  BAA’s  case 
for  the  terminal  is  its  plan  to 
get  half  of  passengers  to  the 
airport  by  public  transport 


Roger  Higman  of  Friends  of 
the  Earth  said:  "The  decision 
to  scrap  the  M25  widening 
and  the  Salisbury  bypass  Is 
welcome  news.  It  shows  that 
the  Government  teas  a green- 
agenda  and  that  It  is  prepared 
to  take  the  view  of  the  envi- 
ronment lobby  fer  more  seri- 
ously than  the  previous 
administration." 

However,  Rebecca  Rees  of 
the  AA  said:  “This  is  an  abso- 
lute disaster  for  drivers  using 
that  motorway." 
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Charlotte  Denny 
and  Richard  Thomas 

FEARS  that  the  economy 
may  be  sent  into  reces- 
sion next  year  were  fu- 
elled last  night  after  figures 
showed  consumers  were 
using  building  society  wind- 
fall payments  to  go  on  an  ’805- 
style  spending  spree. 

In  a further  throwback  to 
the  boom  years  under  Tory 
chancellor  Nigel  Lawson,  the 
stock  market  continued  its 
upwards  march,  rising  by  80 
paints  over  the  day's  trading. 
The  pound  hit  an  eight-year 
high,  and  the  rise,  which 
makes  exports  more  expen- 
sive. is  likely  to  continue. 

The  Bank  of  England  is  ex- 
■ . petted  next  month  to  signal  a 
-ftfurto  interest  rate  rise  since 
Tody  Blair's  election  victory 
in  an  effort  to  take  some  of 
Urn  heat  out  of  the  economy. 

A rush  from  consumers  to 
buy  items  such  as  furniture 
and  carpets  pushed  sales  at 
household  goods  up  by  20  per 
cent  over  the  year  to  June 
accord  me  to  government 
figures. 

The  Bank  fears  that  soaring 
demand  will  reignite  inflation 

which  is  already  UBhw 

the  Government's  target.  But 
independent  economists  were 


warning  that  another  rise  In 
rates  may  tip  the  economy 
into  recession.  Market  expec- 
tations of  another  move  in 
rates  pushed  the  pound  up 
almost  two  pfennigs  against 
the  German  mark,  closing  the 
day  at  DM3.075. 

Retail  sales  volumes  grew 
by  5.4  per  cent  in  the  year  to 
June,  according  to  the  data 
released  yesterday  by  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics. 
Between  April  and  June  sales 
increased  by  5.3  per  cent  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  a 
year  ago  — the  highest  in- 
crease in  the  underlying  rate 
since  October  1988. 


“The  Bank  will  have  few 
reservations  about  pushing 
rates  higher  given  the  obvi- 
ous strength  of  domestic  de- 
mand,'’ said  Adam  Cole  from 
HSBC  James  Capei.  “The  im- 
pact of  consumers'  windfall 
gains  is  already  coming 
through  in  bucket-loads,  only 
weeks  after  they  were  paid.” 

Tbe  retail  boom  was  led  by 
sales  at  household  goods 
stores  which  were  at  their 
highest  levels  since  records 
began.  ON'S  statisticians  said 
the  large  rises  In  big-ticket 
items  were  caused  by  con- 
sumers spending  tbelr 
payouts  from  the  building 
societies.  The  record  figures 
for  household  goods  were  all 
the  more  striking  according 
to  the  ONS  statisticians  be- 
cause bad  weather  last  month 
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had  resulted  in  subdued  sales 
in  other  retail  sectors.  Offi- 
cials estimate  that  shoppers 
spent  an  extra  £150  million 
last  month  at  household 
goods  stores. 

“With  much  to  come  in 
terms  of  windfall-related 
spending,  sales  growth  could 
easily  burst  through  its  late- 
1980s  highs  over  the  coming 
months.”  Mr  Cole  said. 

Other  analysts  were  more 
relaxed,  pointing  out  that 
while  the  rise  in  sales  vol- 
umes was  large,  the  increase 
in  the  actual  amount  consum- 1 
ers  spent  in  June  was  lower 
in  than  earlier  in  the  year. 

Simon  Briscoe  from  Nlkko 
Europe  said:  “Windfalls  are  a 
temporary  factor  and  the  in- 
flationary consequences  are 
less  worrying  than  if  spend- 
ing was  broad-based." 

While  consumers  are  lead- 
ing a revival  of  ’80s  fever  on 
the  shopping  street,  and  tour- 

ists  are  relishing  the  favour- 
able European  exchange 
rates,  manufacturers  are 
straggling  to  cope  with  the  ef- 
fects or  the  strong  pound  — 
which  makes  their  goods 
more  expensive  abroad. 

According  to  a survey  by 
the  British  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce, which  represents  Brit- 
ain’s gmail  and  medium-size 
Anns,  export  order  books  are 

running  at  a five-year  low  and 
some  Shedding  of  staff  is 
likely  over  the  summer. 
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Jack  London  hitched  across  America,  was  arrested  for 
vaaranev,  thrown  into  jail,  joined  the  Klondike  gold  rash, 
and  suffered  a journey  to  Alaska  of  excruciating  hardship 
He  liked  to  be  called  Wolf.  Alas,  he  was  not  a great  writer. 

James  Wood  on  Jack  London:  A Life  
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Troubled  waters  in 
quest  for  Atlantic  oil 


As  courts  hear  legal  challenge 
to  stop  exploration,  John  Vidal 
joins  squatters  on  a bit  of  empire 


FROM  id  miles  away 
Rockall  is  nothing 
but  a foamy  speck  in 
a million  square 
miles  of  slate-grey, 
heaving  Atlantic,  barely  reg- 
istering on  the  radar  of  a 
gannet. 

From  two  miles,  the  stump , 
of  granite  289  miles  from  the 
Scottish  mainland  could  be  a 
giant  barnacled  whale,  sus- 
pended in  contorted  trajec- ' 
tory.  From  50  yards  off  in  an  i 
inflatable  dinghy  bobbing , 
around  in  a force  6 gale,  the  1 
perpendicular  80ft  cliffs  are  I 
terrifying. 

We  are  seasick  after  23 
hours  sailing  due  west  from 
the  Outer  Hebrides,  but  the 
landing  orders  are  simple 
enough.  When  the  rubber 
dinghy  gets  under  the  cliff,  we 
are  to  wait  until  the  swell  Is 
at  its  highest.  The  rest  is  obvi- 
ous: we  must  leap  on  to  a nar- 
row pot-holing  ladder  that 
hangs  down  the  west-facing 
rliff 

There  have  been  more  land- 
ings on  the  moon  than  on 
Britain's  most  recent  addition 
to  empire,  and  Rockall  flirts 
with  anyone  who  dares  to 
land  on  it  from  the  sea. 

Twice  the  bolted-on  ladder 
offers  itself  to  the  dinghy. 
Twice  we  are  swept  out  of 
reach.  The  third  time,  as  two 
formidable  waves  sweep 
round  from  Rockall’s  north 
and  east  flanks,  we  are  lifted 
20  feet,  right  into  the  rock. 

An  airborne  lunge  at  the 
ladder,  a thump  as  you  hit  the 
rock  wall,  and  10  minutes  of 
knuckle-grazing  climbing 
later  and  we  are  on  Hall's 
Ledge,  the  only  remotely  flat 
spot  on  Britain's  most  remote 
and  inhospitable  territory. 

As  British,  Faroese  and 
Danish  diplomats  continue 
talks  to  determine  who  has 
the  oil  rights  to  disputed 
parts  of  the  North  Atlantic, 
the  war  of  the  last  industrial 
frontier  gathers  pace. 

Seventeen  oil  companies, 
including  BP,  Shell  and  Tex- 
aco. were  given  licences  in 
April  to  explore  the  Rockall 
Trough  and  the  seas  west  of 
Shetland  for  off  and  gas  de- 
posits. They  are  already  map- 
ping the  ocean  bottom  with 
seismic  ships.  If,  as  expected. 


their  finds  are  significant  and 
accessible  with  new  drilling 
technologies,  it  could  extend 
the  global  petrol/carbon  econ- 
omy another  30  years. 

Ranged  against  the  world's 
most  powerful  industry,  and 
harassing  its  activities  by 
dropping  swimmers  into  the 
water  in  front  of  the  survey 
ships,  is  Greenpeace.  The  in- 
ternational environment 
group  argues  that  to  exploit 
this  new  oil  is  economically 
unnecessary  and  ecologically 
dangerous  because  it  will  ex- 
acerbate global  warming. 

Greenpeace  seized  Rockall 
on  June  10  and  renamed  it 
Waveland  in  protest  at  indus- 
trial development  of  what  in- 
dustry calls  tbe  Atlantic 
Frontier.  In  the  latest  sym-  j 
bolic  action,  the  Queen  has 
been  Issued  honorary  nation- 
ality of  Waveland:  her  pass- 
port is  stuffed  in  a black  plas- 
tic bin  bag  behind  the  brass 
plaque  left  by  the  Royal  Ma- 
rines who  in  1955  formally  an- 
nexed the  island  for  Britain. 

The  Government  says  it  is 
unconcerned  at  the  occupa- 
tion. but  has  sent  at  least  one 
Nimrod  aircraft  to  observe 
the  “invasion”. 

Today  in  London.  Green- 
peace moves  from  a symbolic 
to  a legal  challenge,  and  will 
take  the  Government  to  the 
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High  Court,  arguing  that  Brit- 
ain has  acted  unlawfully  by 
issuing  licences  while  not  ap- 
plying two  European  environ- 
ment directives,  in  place 
since  1988. 

They  are  seeking  leave  for  a 
full  judicial  review  as  well  as 
suspension  of  all  exploration 
pending  the  outcome  of  the 
case.  In  a care  move,  the  Gov- 
ernment Is  being  supported 
by  15  of  the  world's  largest  oil 
ffYmpantwg.  if  the  judge  de- 
cides that  Britain  has  a case 
to  answer,  tbe  case  may  pro- 
ceed to  a full  hearing  which 
would  lari  months. 

It  is  the  first  serious  test  of 
whether  European  environ- 
mental law  applies  to  offshore 
oil  and  gas  and  the  first  judi- 
cial review  that  the  Blair  gov- 
ernment has  faced  on  envi- 
ronmental grounds.  The  case 
Is  likely  to  be  adjourned  until 
the  autumn. 

Although  Rockall  and  Its  ter- 


□ According  to  Celtic 
legend.  Rockall  was  the  lari 
remnant  of  Brasil,  the  Land 
of  Eternal  Youth.  The  Irish 
saint  Brendan  is  reputed  to 
have  landed  there  in  the  6th 
century. 

□ Rockall  has  been  mis- 
taken for  an  iceberg,  a sail- 
ing ship,  a whale  and  a sub- 
marine. A Royal  Navy 
cruiser  warned  it  to  surren- 
der in  the  first  world  war. 
Failing  to  get  a response,  it 
tried  to  ram  it,  only  altering 
course  at  the  last  second. . 

□ Until  the  1950s,  there 
were  only  five  recorded 
landings. 

□ It  was  annexed  by  Brit- 


ain in  September  1955. 
Whitehall  feared  that  the 
Soviet  Union  might  build  a 
spy  platform.  Two  marines 
and  an  ornithologist  were 
landed  by  helicopter  and 
raised  the  Union  flag. 

□ Although  part  of  the 
Dominions  of  the  Crown,  it 
is  not  officially  a part  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

□ Tbe  longest  individual 
stay  on  Rockall  is  by  Tom 
Maclean  who  in  1985  lived 
there  for  41  days  in  a 
wooden  shelter. 

□ In  1904,  aDanish  ship, 
the  Norge,  was  wrecked 
there  with  the  loss  of  600 
lives. 


ritorial  waters  are  also  claimed 
by  Denmark,  Canada.  Ireland, 
Iceland  and  even  the  dan 
Mackay  in  Scotland.  Green- 
peace argues  that  the  unex- 
plored north  Atlantic  should  be 
left  to  the  sea  and  the  birds,  a 
wilderness  area  of  the  same  sig- 
nificance as  Antarctica  — 
which  the  world's  nations  have 
agreed  not  to  prospect  or  de- 
velop for  50  years. 

Today,  there  are  few  signs 
of  Rockall’s  previous  occu- 
pants. Only  five  people  — in- 
cluding now  the  Guardian  — 
have  ever  spent  a night  on  the 
rock.  Tbe  giant  Union  flag 
painted  by  Tom  Maclean,  a 
former  SAS  man  who.  with 
the  help  of  the  Navy,  spent  -H 
days  on  the  rock  in  1985  to 
underline  Britain's  territorial 
claim,  is  almost  completely 
washed  away.  A light  beacon, 
cemented  Into  the  summit  by 
a naval  expedition  in  1971. 
has  been  smashed,  perhaps  by 
lightning. 

Greenpeace’s  temporary  ad- 
dition to  the  rock  is  a hi-tech 
flbregass  pod,  which  looks 
like  a doublc-yolked  egg. 
sleeps  three  and  will  be  dis- 
mantled when  the  winter 
storms  gather  and  Rockall  is 
abandoned  again  to  the  sea. 

Tbe  jiod.  strapped  to  Hall's 
Ledge,  is  powered  by  solar 
and  wind  energy,  linked  to 
the  Internet  and  satellite  tele- 
phones and  occupied  by  Eric 
and  Thomas,  from  Holland 
and  Denmark. 

While  the  courts  rule  on 
land,  Rockall's  inhabitants 
face  summary  trial  by  nature. 
Under  the  gaze  of  Wednesday, 
a fat  seal  from  a nearby  reef 
and  Eric  the  Minke  whale, 
who  drops  by  most  days,  sev- 
eral hundred  seabirds  have 
ruled  that  their  guests  have 
overstayed  their  welcome  and 
rain  guano  at  every 
opportunity. 
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Mowlam  admits 
vote  setback  in 


quest  for  peace 


IttnrldStarroefc 

frotadCorneapomfeat 


Fourteen  months  or 

wrangling  aver  para- 
military weapons 
ended  in  defeat  for  the 
British  and  Irish  govern- 
ments yesterday  as  Unionists 
put  the  future  of  the  Northern 
Ireland  talks  process  In 
doubt. 

At  multi-party  talks  in  Bel- 
fast, the  Ulster  Unionists,  the 
Democratic  Unionists  and  the 
UK  Unionists  all  refected  dis- 
armament plans  agreed  by 
ministers  in  London  and  Dub- 
lin before  the  IRA  ceasefire 

announcement. 

Donning  Street  insisted  the 
vote  would  not  derail  the 
timetable  for  substantive  ne- 
gotiations — due  to  begin  at 
Stormont  on  September  15. 
But  Mo  Mowlam,  the  North- 
ern Ireland  Secretary,  admit- 
ted it  was  a setback  for  her. 
“The  talks  process  goes  on 
and  we  will  take  all  necessary 
steps  to  ensure  it  happens,** 
she  said. 

The  rejection  of  the  Joint 
plan  on  dealing  with  illegal 
arms  is  bound  to  disrupt  the 
talks  schedule. 

For  Ian  Paisley  the  peace 
process  ended  yesterday.  His 
Democratic  Unionists  and 
Robert  McCartney’s  UK 
Unionists  said  they  would  not 
return  until  another  process 
was  set  up. 

Meanwhile,  the  Ulster 


? rf  v • 


f '•  .iV&Srj'  &sr- 

,£W 


San,  sea  and  silence  await  the  couple  who  won  a £10,000  holiday  and  found  the  attractions  of  Bournemouth  too  good  to  resist  photograph  Gtfww^Asm 


Unionist  leader,  David  Trim* 
Me.  Insisted  his  party  was  not 
withdrawing  despite  voting 
against  the  Government. 

He  is  under  pressure  to 
meet  republicans  hcrto,C«* 
for  the  first  time,  but  the  par- 
ty's right  wing  demanded  he 
keep  away  until  the  Govern- 
ment guaranteed  that  IRA 
weapons  would  he  handed  in 
once  negotiations  on  North - 
era  Ireland’s  ftirure  started. 

The  small  loyalist  parties 
which  abstained  from  the  cru- 
cial vote  accused  the  Union- 
ists of  running  scared  at  a 


‘There  is  nothing 
for  Unionists  and 
those  who  believe 
in  law  and  order3 


time  when  Sinn  Fein  needed 
to  be  confronted. 

In  the  Commons,  Tony 
Blair  said:  “I  know  why  mem- 
bens  of  the  Unionist  parties 
felt  they  had  to  vote  against 
the  decommissioning  agree- 
ment. but  I am  pleased  that 
the  leader  erf  the  Ulster  Union- 
ists is  not  walking  out  of 
those  talks.  We're  going  to  try 
to  find  a way  through." 

But  Mr  Paisley  declared  the 
process  over.  The  only  peace 
train  running  was  the  one  for 
Dublin.  “There  is  nothing 
there  for  Unionists  or  its 


World  cannot  match  Bournemouth’s 


delights  for  holiday  of  a lifetime 


Stuart  Millar 


Town  attractions 


IT  IS  a tough  situation:  you 
are  given  £10.000  and  told  to 
spend  it  on  your  dream 
holiday.  The  possibilities  are 
radless  — Bali,  file  Maldives, 
or  even  a good  old-fashioned 
trip  to  New  York  on 
Concorde. 

For  most.  Bournemouth 
would  not  receive  a mention, 
but  for  Dennis  Isaacs,  aged  71. 
the  most  exotic  destinations 
on  the  planet  had  nothing  on 
the  Dorset  Riviera.  He  is  to 
spend  the  money  he  won  in  a 
Barclays  Bank  competition 
on  a fishtng  trip  to  Bourne- 
mouth, and  — just  to  spoil 
themselves  — a visit  to 
Guernsey  and  a coach  tour  in 
Scotland,  with  bis  wife  Kath- 
leen, aged  80. 

To  prove  they  are  not 
against  visiting  other 
countries,  they  intend  to 
travel  round  Ireland  In  the 
very  likely  event  that  they 
have  enough  money  left 
“ I prefer  not  to  get  into  the 
hassle  of  travelling  abroad.'* 


□ A mecca  for  celebrities: 
Max  Bygraves  and  Matthew 
Kelly  own  homes  In  the 
smart  suburb  of  Canford 
Cliffs,  while  local  boy  and 
Liverpool  footballer  Jamie 
Redknapp  and  Spurs  star 
Darren  Anderton  also  have 
houses  there. 


□ The  only  town  in  Britain 
where  Blur  and  Oasis  have 
played  on  the  same  night. 


□ The  first  town  in  Britain 
to  set  up  no-smoking  zones 
along  stretches  of  Its 
beadies. 


□ Beach  voted  most  popu- 
lar for  open-air  sex,  accord- 
ing to  a survey  last  year, 
despite  the  24-hour  surveil- 
lance cameras. 


□ The  place  where  council 
gardeners  were  onoe 
forced  to  nail  down  plant 
roots  to  stop  an  outbreak 
of  shrub  thefts  in  public 
parks. 


explained  Mr  Isaacs,  whose 
only  previous  brush  with  for- 
eign travel  was  a day  trip  to 
France  in  1357.  “A  holiday  is 
all  about  relaxing  and  we 
want  to  go  where  we  feel  we 
can  relax." 

*T  can't  think  of  anything  I 
want  to  see  In  other 
countries.  If  you  want  sea. 
sun  and  sand,  you've  got 
plenty  of  it  in  Britain." 


He  said  another  factor  in 


his,  decision  was  the  cuisine. 


"Going  abroad  and  coping 
with  foreign  food  would  be  a 
stressful  experience  for  me.  I 
like  food  that  Is  cooked  natu- 
rally, not  highly  spiced." 

According  to  the  travel 
agents  Going  Places,  the  cou- 
ple could  have  used  the 
money  for  a £3,725-a- person 
cruise  around  the  Caribbean 


on  the  liner  Oriana  for  23 
nights.  Or  they  could  have 
gone  on  a £2,099  tour  of  Aus- 
tralia and  the  Far  East  with 
flights  and  first  class  hotels 
for  18  days.  leaving  them 
enough  change  for  a 17-day 
coach  tour  of  the  United 
States  next  summer,  visiting 
San  Francisco,  Las  Vegas  and 
the  Grand  Canyon. 

The  burghers  of  Bourne- 
mouth were  citing  their 
choice  as  evidence  of  the 
town’s  status  as  a world-beat- 
ing resort  "Bournemouth  has 
seven  miles  of  sandy  beaches 
as  well  as  being  near  the  New 
Forest  and  the  Pur  beck  Hills, 
an  area  of  outstanding  natu- 
ral beauty,"  a council  spokes- 
woman said.  "We  were  voted 
the  best  floral  town  in  the 
world  last  year  and  have 
great  nightlife,  restaurants 
and  pubs." 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
British  Tourist  Association 
also  endorsed  the  couple’s 
aversion  to  foreign  travel. 
“We  have  got  everything  they 
have  got  without  the  volca- 
noes and  earthquakes." 


Reveal  more,  Swiss  banks  urged 


Naming  of  account  holders  ‘little 
help’  to  Nazi  victims’  relatives 


Richard  Norton-Taylor 
and  Owen  Bennett  Jones 
hi  Geneva 


BRITISH  relatives  of 
Holocaust  victims  yes- 
terday pressed  Swiss 
banks  to  release  more  details 
of  their  dormant  accounts 
after  a list  of  2,000  names  — 
including  those  of  40  Britons 
— appeared  in  advertise- 
ments in  newspapers  around 
the  world. 

“The  names  alone  are  not 
enough,"  said  Greville  Jan- 
ner,  chairman  of  the  Holo- 
caust Educational  Trust. 
"There  are  all  sorts  of  details 
they  could  give,  such  as 
addresses,  ages  of  account 
holders  and  the  dates  the  ac- 
counts were  opened,  which 
would  help  people  to  know 
whether  they  are  entitled  to 
money.” 

Several  relatives  of  Holo- 
caust victims  whose  names  do 


not  appear  on  the  list  have 
contacted  the  trust  One  of 
them,  Kenneth  Ward,  aged  74, 
whose  parents  died  in  Poland 
during  the  war,  said  bis 
father  had  mentioned  a Swiss 
account  shortly  after  Hitler 
came  to  power.  *T  have  no 
idea  how  much  money  is  in 
it."  be  said. 

"I  have  been  petitioning  the 
Swiss  banks  for  some  time 
and  have  died  in  all  sorts  of 
application  forms,  and  it  is  a 
disappointment  today  not  to 
be  any  nearer  to  knowing  the 
truth.” 

Mr  Janner  estimated  that 
funds  deposited  by  tens  of 
thousands  of  Holocaust  vic- 
tims in  Swiss  banks  before 
and  during  the  war  would 
amount  tx>  billions  of  pounds, 
even  before  calculating  more 
than  50  years  of  interest 

“We  want  this  money  for 
the  survivors  and  for  their 
families  and  for  those  who 
are  living  their  old  age  in 


destitution  and  poverty”  he 
said. 

George  Krayer,  president  of 
the  Swiss  Bankers’  Associa- 
tion. said  in  Zurich  that  the 
banks  had  found  £26  million 
of  assets  in  foreign-owned  ac- 
counts which  have  been  dor- 
mant since  1945.  That  is 
nearly  £7  million  more  than 
the  banks  have  previously  ad- 
mitted to. 

The  banks  say  most  of  the 
money  is  in  very  few  ac- 
counts. Two  thirds  of  the  1,700 
accounts  they  have  identified 
contain  less  than  S2J2O0  each. 

While  he  accepted  that  the 
names  could  have  been  pub- 
lished some  years  ago,  Dr 
Krayer  portrayed  the  Swiss 
moves  as  unusually  generous 
to  the  dormant  account 
holders. 

“No  [other]  country  has 
laws  obliging  banks  to  search 
for  owners  of  dormant  ac- 
counts," he  said.  "In  moat 
countries  these  assets  would 

have  been  transferred  to  the 
state  years  ago.” 

The  bulk  of  the  extra  £7  mil- 
lion came  from  accounts 
found  in  one  hank,  the  Swiss 


Bank  Corporation.  Officials 
at  SBC  said  these  accounts 
had  not  been  found  previ- 
ously due  to  an  error  in  the 
way  they  had  been  registered 
in  the  1970s. 

Since  the  Nazis  made  it  Ole- 
gal  for  German  Jews  to  open 
foreign  bank  accounts,  it  is 
thought  that  many  tried  to 
protect  themselves  by  getting 
Swiss  accountants  or  friends 
to  open  accounts  for  them.  It 
is  also  known  that  some 
Swiss  banks  briefly  published 
the  names  on  dormant  ac- 
counts 30  years  ago,  then 
closed  them. 

It  is  becoming  clear  that 
many  potential  claimants  will 
remain  empty-handed.  Frank 
Reiman,  aged  79,  of  Manches- 
ter, whose  name  does  not  ap- 
pear on  the  list,  told  the 
Guardian  that  he  knew  that 
his  father,  who  was  shot  In 
1942,  had  two  Swiss  bank 
accounts. 

“It  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
banks,"  he  said.  "The  Ger- 
mans told  Jewish  people  to 
surrender  all  their  Jewellery 
and  all  their  accounts  held 
abroad." 


Martin  Fitzpatrick:  1 do  not  intend  to  give  up  until  I win*  photograph.-  -james  horton 


Change  law  against 
gays,  say  judges 


Clare  Pyr 

Legal  Correspondent 


Einstein  refinement  leaves  Trekkers  waving  goodbye  to  warp  factor 


THREE  senior  judges 
called  on  the  Govern- 
ment yesterday  to 
change  an  "arbitrary 
and  discriminatory"  law 
which  prevented  a man  who 
lived  with  his  gay  partner  for 
almost  20  years,  and  cared  for 
him  round  the  clock  for 
nearly  nine  years,  from  tak- 
ing over  the  tenancy  of  his 
flat  when  he  died. 

The  Appeal  Court  ruled 
reluctantly  in  a 2:1  judgment 
that  Martin  Fitzpatrick,  aged 
47,  could  not  succeed  to  the 
tenancy  of  silversmith  John 
Thompson’s  flat  in  Hammer- 
smith, west  London,  because 
the  law  does  not  recognise  the 
rights  of  same  sex  partners. 

The  dissenting  judge.  Lord 
Justice  Ward,  would  have 
allowed  Mr  Fitzpatrick’s  ap- 
peal from,  a county  court 
Judge's  ruling  that  he  most 
leave  the  flat  He  said  the 
Rent  Act  1977,  which  allows  a 
tenancy  to  be  passed  to  a 
member  of  the  tenant’s  family 
or  someone  who  had  lived 
with  the  tenant  “as  husband 
and  wife",  was  "an  act  of 
social  engineering"  which 
must  be  interpreted  in  line 


HOLD  the  dllrthlum  crys- 
tals. Forget  about  Warn 


ntals.  Forget  about  Warp 
Factor  9.  Having  raised  the 
hopes  of  millions  of  Star  Trek 
fans,  physicists  yesterday 
dashed  them  again,  unites 
Tim  Radford. 

The  Enterprise  could  not 
travel  faster  than  light.  Warp 


drive  is  a non-starter  after  all. 
Jean-Luc  Picard  is  stuck  in 
this  galaxy  and  Captain 
Janeway  Is  never  going  to  get 
home,  according  to  calcula- 
tions revealed  today  in  New 
Scientist. 

The  Star  Trek  phenomenon 
began  in  defiance  of  the 
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known  laws  of  physics  with 
faster-tban-light  speed.  This, 
according  to  Einstein,  is  not 
possible.  To  accelerate  matter 
to  the  speed  of  light  would 
take  all  the  energy  In.  the  uni- 
verse, and  even  light  cannot 
go  faster  than  186,000  miles 
per  second. 

But  that  did  not  stop  scien- 
tists from  wrestling  with  the 
idea.  One  group  proposed 
shortcuts  through  hyper- 
space.  In  1994  Miguel  Alcu- 
bieme,  then  of  the  University 
of  Wales,  came  up  with  a dif- 
ferent wheeze.  If  space  con- 
tracted in  front  of  the  bow 
and  expanded  behind  the 
stern,  then  the  Enterprise 
could  go  at  any  speed  Captain 
Kirk  decided.  It  would  need 
an  energy  field  which  would 
exert  an  anti-gravftatlonal  ef- 
fect; technically  unimagin- 
able, but  theoretically 
plausible. 

Mitchell  Pfenning  and 


Larry  Ford  of  Tafia  Universi- 
ty In  Massachusetts  decided 
to  discover  how  plausible. 
They  calculated  that  such  a 
warp  could  exist  — in  a 
region  of  space  smaller  than 
an  atom.  They  used  Einstein's 
general  theory  of  relativity  to 
calculate  how  much  energy 
would  be  needed  to  sustain 
the  warp-  The  answer  was  out 
of  this  world;  it  would  require 
all  the  energy  locked  up  In  10 
billion  universes. 

Star  Trek  fans  in  Britain 
will  probably  contain  their 
disappointment  when  250,000 
of  them  visited  a Science  Mu- 
seum exhibition  in  London 
devoted  to  the  world  of  the 
Enterprise  they  were  firmly 
told  that  warp  drive  did  not 
exist  Dr  Alcubierre  said  yes- 
terday from  the  Max  Planck 
Institute  in  Potsdam:  “There 
might  be  a way  round  it,  but  I 
have  to  say  it  doesn't  look 
good  at  the  montent.” 


with  social  change.  Mr  Fitz- 
patrick said:  "As  the  law 
stood  I knew  I couldn't  win, 
but  when  three  judges  say  the 
law  must  be  Changed,  it  is  a 
great  thing  in  my  favour  . . . 
there  Is  a very  good  chance  in 
the  fixture  to  win  this  case.  I 
shall  keep  fighting.  I do  not 
Intend  to  give  up  until  I win." 

His  solicitor.  Will  Rolt,  said 
he  hoped  to  take  the  case  to 
the  House  of  Lords.  He  said 
most  housing  associations 
I and  local  authorities  m Lon- 
! don  recognised  equal  rights 
, for  gay  and  heterosexual  part* 
j ners  to  succeed  to  a tenancy. 

The  court  heard  that  Mr 
Fitzpatrick  and  Mr  Thomp- 
son had  a monogamous 
relationship,  living  together 
in  the  flat,  where  Mr  Thomp- 
son was  a protected  tenant 
under  the  Rent  Act,  from  1976. 
Mr  Fitzpatrick  looked  alter 
Mr  Thompson  after  he  suf- 
fered irreversible  brain  dam- 
, age  from  a fail  and  a stroke. 

After  he  died  in  1994,  the 
Sterling  Housing  Association. 
I a private  landlord  despite  its 
name,  served  notice  to  quit. 

I in  dismissing  the  appeal, 
Lord  Justice  Waite  said  the 
law  had  to  be  changed  “if  Par- 
! liamentte  to  fiilfU  its  function 
of  reflecting  the  spirit  of  our 
i times  — which  recognises  the 


value  of  all  abiding  relation- 
ships. the  heterosexual,  the 
lesbian,  the  gay  — - or  even 
those  which  are  not  sexually 
based  at  all." 

Referring  to  past  changes  in 
the  law  which  extended  rights 
to  unmarried  heterosexuals, 
he  stated:  "That  was  a 
restrictive  extension,  offen- 
sive to  social  justice  and  tol- 
erance . . . out  of  tune  with 
modem  acceptance  of  the 
need  to  avoid  any  discrimi- 
nation on  the  ground  of  sex- 
ual orientation." 

He  commented:  “The  law  of 
succession  to  Rent  Act  pro- 
tected tenancies  is  arbitrary 
and  discriminatory.  No  one 
today  would  attempt  to  de- 
fend the  favour  it  accords  to 
heterosexual  relationships 
over  same-sex  households." 

Lord  Justice  Roch  said  he 
agreed  that  the  lawshould  to. 
^considered,  but  It  was  for 
Parliament  to  change  It. 

Dissenting,  Lord  Justice 
Ward,  said:  *“To  exclude  same- 
sec  couples  proclaims  tto  inev- 
itable message  that  society 
judges  their  relationship  to  be 
leas  worthy  of  respect,  concern 
and  consideration  than  that  be- 
tween  members  of  the  opposite 
sex.  The  human  dignity  of  the 




homosexual  couple  tg  severely 
affected  by  the  distinction." 


people  and  thoee  who  betov% 
to  law  and  TtolpHttaw 

tom  taken  orer  the  procM*. 
The  batti*  Unas  an  now 
dram  Tto  Qcmrtacm  &** 

surrendered  to  thtiRA-"-  . 

The  Sinn  Fata  data ton, 
Mftcfael  Mrl.*s«hlta.  ntt  to 
rare end  tto  Untoatet  tod- 
don  but  to  bettered  (tore 
would  be  substantive  talk*  at 
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tude  of  tto  Unioatat  politi- 
cians is  at  variance  with  their 
own  community.  Tto#*  who 
refuse  to  engage  ta  niton* 
HMmi*  threaten  tto  proeoia,*" 
hesaUL  • 

The  Ulster  Democratic 
party,  which  ta  linked  to  foe 
Ulster  Defence  Association, 
earlier  called  for  tto  vote  to 
be  suspended.  But  afterward* 
spokesman  David  Adams 
said:  "It  is  back  to  tto  draw- 
ing board.  We  hare  to  put  our 
toads  together  to  find  another 
way  forward  but  what  that  is 
escapes  me." 

The  SDLP  deputy  leader. 
Seamus  Mellon,  said:  ’“This  Is 
a major  setback,  but  aU  major 

setbacks  can  be  followed  by 
major  advances  If  tto  will  is 
there." 

It  fa  now  up  to  the  British 
and  Irish  governments  to  nee 
tto  sunutaer  to  devise  a wear 
of  building  political  progress 
which  could  accommodate 
tto  Ulster  Unionists.  One  idea 
fa  a return  to  bilateral  meet- 
ings rather  than  round-table 
negotiations. 


News  in  brief 


Earl  Spencer 


THE  Bad  Spencer  accepted 

an  apology  ta  the  High  Court 
and  substantial  damages  from 


tto  Guardian  over  its  report 
on  March  4 of  South  African 
Court  proceedings  which  he 
had  brought  against  a free- 
lance photographer.  The 
report  wrongly  implied  that 
tto  Earl  had  acted  spitefully 
and  oppressively  toward  tto 
black  photographer,  a Mr  Ja- 
son. ta  a way  which  “barked 
back  to  the  days  of  apart- 
heid”. and  tbatthe  Earl  had 
ouly  brought  the  proceedings 
because  Mr  Jason  had 
revealed  the  Earl's  relation- 
ship with  a new  girlfriend. 
Simon  Ektaa  fra*  Bari  Spencer 
told  tto  High  Court  in  London 
that  tto  Earl  and  Countess 
Spencer  tod  endured  a long 
campaign  of  torwwmew*  and 
intimidation  by  Mr  Jason, 
who  had  repeatedly  flouted 
Court  orders  put  in  place  to 
protect  the  whale  family,  and 
this  tod  caused  enormous  dis- 
tress and  anxiety  to  Lady 
Spencer  and  to  her  children. 

Tto  Guardian  accepted  that 
the  proceedings  had  been 
brought  against  Mr  Jason 
solely  to  protect  tto  welfare  of 
tto  Earl  and  his  family,  and 
apologised  to  the  Bad  unre- 
servedly for  the  embarrass- 
ment and  distress  which  the 
report  had  caused. 


£10  million  fraud 


trial  aid  bill 


BRITISH  taxpayers  are  facing 


7i  r.  an  1 1 r.i 


for  a year-long  trial, 
despite  the  case  revolving 
around  a fraud  in  Gibraltar 
and  Spain  ap»n«et  a Danish 
bank  committed  by  a Danish 
chief  defendant  who  refused 
ta  attend  court. 

Jan  Henning  Spjeldnaes. 
former  managing  director  of 
Jyske’s  Gibraltar  offshoot, 
was  found  guilty  of  "fraudu- 
lent hneach  of  fiduciary  duty” 
In  that  he  defrauded  Jyske  of 

£5623  mHUcm,  £46  wHlUnn  Qf 
which  remains  unrecovered. 
When  Interest  is  added,  his 
final  liability  to  the  bank  may 
top  £90  million. 

Jointly  liable  with  him,  up 
to  about  £82  million,  fa  an  ac- 
cessory to  tto  fraud,  Michael 
Metcalfe.  Both  men  were 
among  seven  defendants  who 
enjoyed  legal  aid  at  one  time 
or  another  during  tto  trial.  Of 
the  four  people  yesterday 
ruled  liable  for  the  fraud,  only 
one  — Ireland-based  commer- 
cial agent  Wolfgang  Heinl  — 
received  no  legal  aid. 

Mr  Heinl  was  found  liable 
for  file  £90-odd  million  total 
up  to  a limit  of  £4£  million 
plus  interest;  Rolf  Jacobsen 
was  found  liable  up  to  a limit 
of  £5J  million  plus  interest. 

' Mr  Justice  Evans-Ldmto.  In 
a 380-page  Judgment,  found 
that  Mr  Spjeldnaes  conspired 
with  others  to  mate  loans  to 
companies  of  which  to  was  a 
secret  participant  These  com- 
panies speculated  ta  property, 
mainly  ta  Spain,  but  auo  ta 
Ireland  and  Liverpool. 

The  final  bin  for  the  Jyske 
case  has  yet  to  he  worked  out 
after  lawyers'  bills  are  as* 
seated,  — Dan  Arttasoft 


French  worker* 
block  EurohntMl 


Striking  French  eapfoyaasof 
Eurotunnel  yesterday  blocked 
tourists  from  boarding  shatttw 
bound  for  England-  Tto  work- 
ers who  want  better  pay  and 
condiUons  blocksd  tto  shuttle* 
that  carry  cars  and  busts 
Coquettes  to  Folkestone,  Safe 
land.  Freight  services  ta  both 
directions  and  Eurostar  p*» 
senger  services  were  utofr 
footed  by  the  protest 
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BRITAIN  5 

Economy  needs  expanding  universities,  but  they  cannot  survive  without  more  cash.  John  Carvel  reports 


The  unavoidable  price  of  learning 
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The  report 


Radical  change 
in  attitudes 
to  teaching 
needed  for 
world-class 
system 


SIR  Ron  Dearing's 
l.700-page  block- 
buster on  the  future 
of  higher  education 
is  built  around  two 
cataclysmic  warnings. 

It  says  the  British  economy 
cannot  thrive  in  the  long  term 
against  global  competition 
without  expanding  the  uni- 
versities, improving  their 
teaching  and  broadening  the 
skills  of  their  students. 

And  it  concludes  that  the 
universities  cannot  survive 
in  the  short  term  unless  the 
Government  relaxes  the 
squeeze  on  funding  per  stu- 
dent which  has  been  cut  by  1 
more  than  40  per  cent  since 
1976  and  is  due  for  another  &5 
per  cent  reduction  over  the 
next  two  years. 


Sir  Ron's  committee  of  in- 
Quiry  was  set  up  14  nwn*^ 
ago  because  these  problems 
were  too  difficult  for  the  poli- 
ticians to  air  before  the 
election. 

After  exhaustive  research 
the  committee  says  alterna- 
tive sources  of  revenue  can  be 
helpful,  but  not  enough  to 
bridge  the  gap  without  in- 
creasing public  spending  or 
imposing  unreasonable  bur- 
dens on  students  and  their 
parents. 

How  many  students? 

The  number  of  students  in 
higher  education  has  more 
than  doubled  over  the  past  20 
years  to  1.6  million,  but  has  , 
been  frozen  over  the  past : 
three  years  to  contain  govern- ! 


ment  costa.  The  report  ac- 
cepts the  argument  of  busi- 
ness that  the  proportion  of 
young  people  going  to  univer- 
sity should  be  allowed  to  rise  i 
from  32  per  cent  to  45  per  cent , 
over  the  next  20  years.  ] 

The  growth  should  come 
first  in  sub-degree  courses 
such  as  the  Higher  National 
Diploma,  but  should  spread 
later  to  increase  numbers  of 
undergraduates  and  post- 
graduates. 

Funding  for  the  expansion 
should  be  targeted  on  institu- 
tions with  the  best  record  of 
attracting  students  from  the 
working  class,  people  with 
disabilities  and  disadvan- 
taged ethnic  minorities. 

Quality 

To  achieve  a world-class 
university  system  there 
should  be  "a  radical  rf^npft 
in  attitudes  to  teaching”.  A 
survey  of  academic  staff 
showed  only  3 per  cent  be- 
lieved the  present  payment 
system  rewarded  good 

teaching 

An  Institute  for  Learning 
and  Teaching  in  Higher  Edu- 
cation should  be  set  up  imme- 
diately to  Improve  training 
and  professional  status.  Aca- 
demics would  remain  on  pro- 
bation until  they  satisfied  the 
institute’s  standards.  Univer- 
sity staff  also  deserved  a pay 
review  by  April  next  year. 

Quality  controls  should  in- 
clude a national  pool  of  exter- 


Sir  Ron  Dealing:  two  hig  warnings  photograph:  uartyn  havhow 

nal  examiners  to  police  stan-  turns,  often  overseas  without 
dards  and  a ban  on  “serial  proper  monitoring, 
franchising”  of  courses  — the  There  should  be  strict  lim- 
practice  of  selling  study  pro-  its  on  growth  in  the  number 
grammes  to  other  institu-  of  institutions  entitled  to  call 


themselves  universities.  Fur- 
ther education  colleges 
should  take  over  some  of  the 
universities’  sub-degree 
courses,  but  the  committee 
backed  off  from  a proposal 
that  they  should  teach  the 
first  two  years  of  degree 
programmes. 

What  students  should  learn 

Students  should  be  given 
broader  courses  with  more  at- 
tention to  key  skills  needed 
by  employers  and  the  option 
of  a year  of  work  experience 
during  the  degree  pro- 
gramme. 

By  2000/01  every  student 
should  have  access  to  a 
networked  desktop  computer 
and  by  2005/06  they  should  all 
have  access  to  their  own  por- 
table computer. 

Spending  crisis 

The  universities  could 
achieve  efficiency  savings  of  1 
per  cent  a year,  but  the  pro- 
posed spending  cuts  inherited 
from  the  last  Government 
“would  damage  the  quality 
and  effectiveness  of  higher 
education”. 

An  extra  £565  million  was 
needed  by  1999/2000  to 
remedy  this  problem  and 
make  a start  on  expanding 
student  numbers. 

Within  20  years  the  annual 
higher  education  budget 
would  have  to  rise  by  £2 
billion  before  allowing  for  in- 
flation If  the  UK  was  to  have 


the  necessary  supply  of  grad- 
uates and  achieve  the  com- 
mittee’s other  goals. 

These  Included  better  sup- 
port for  part-time  students,  a 
new  research  funding  council 
for  the  arts  and  humanities, 
increased  hardship  funds  for 
impoverished  students  and  an 
above-inflation  pay  increase 
for  academics. 

These  funding  require- 
ments “have  to  be  regarded  as  ; 
a minimum”. 

Even  more  would  be  needed  ! 
to  provide  a much  needed  in- ; 
crease  In  publicly  funded 
research  and  raise  financial  | 
support  for  students  faster 
than  inflation. 

"If  this  is  not  addressed  by 
the  Government,  there  Is  a 
real  danger  that  some  Institu- 
tions will  be  severely  dam- 
aged and  others  will  take  uni- 
lateral action,  for  example 
through  the  introduction  of 
supplementary  fees,  which 
win  make  it  impossible  for 
our  long-term  vision  to  be 
realised." 

Research 

Sir  Ron  has  rejected  propos- 
als to  channel  all  government 
support  fbr  research  through 
specialist  funding  councils 
which  would  benefit  elite 
research  departments  In  the 
top  universities. 

“There  is  also  a need  for 
funding  to  support  the 
research  and  scholarship 
which  underpin  teaching  In 


I those  departments  which  do 
not  aspire  to  be  at  the  leading 
edge  of  research." 

The  report  calls  for  a 
revolving  loan  fond  of  up  to 
£500  million  from  public  and 
private  sector  sponsors  to  im- 
prove Infrastructure  in  a lim- 
ited number  of  tap  quality 
research  departments. 

Purpose 

Although  the  committee 
stresses  economic  reasons  for 
expanding  higher  education 
to  create  "a  learning  society”, 
it  says  the  universities  are 
fundamental  to  the  social  and 
cultural  health  of  the  nation. 
They  had  “a  major  role  In 
shaping  a democratic,  civi- 
lised. Inclusive  society". 

Other  proposals  include 
stricter  rules  on  university 
governing  bodies,  more 
regional  collaboration  and  a 
review  or  the  long  academic 
vacations. 

“Our  recommendations  add 
up  to  a coherent  package.  We 
do  not  intend  that  those  to 
whom  they  are  addressed 
should  choose  to  Implement 
only  some  of  them.  The  new 
compact  requires  commit- 
ment from  all  sides.” 

Higher  Education  in  the  teaming 
society.  HMSO  (nine  volumes). 
Main  report  £25.  available  on 
internet  at  http*.// 
www.  Ieeds^ic.uk/ed  ucol/nclhe. 
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Dealing  decides  m 
on  ‘least  bad  plan’  Ws£ 
for  tuition  fees 
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Analysis 


Government 
offers  another 
proposal, 
but  leaves 
committee  no 
time  to  judge  it 


SIR  Ron  Dearlng  yes- 
terday produced  what 
he  believed  was  the 
least  bad  plan  for  in- 
troducing tuition  fees  for  full- 
time undergraduates.  It 
would  not  have  answered  all 
the  universities'  funding  wor- 
ries, but  he  thought  it  came 
- nearest  to  meeting  a national 
need  to  produce  more  gradu- 
ates without  putting  an  intol- 
erable burden  on  taxpayers, 
students  or  their  parents. 

Within  two  hours  the  Gov- 
ernment announced  a differ- 
ent proposal,  which  resem- 
bled one  of  Sir  Ron’s 
discarded  alternatives  but 
was  different  enough  to 
require  reworking  the  figures 
from  scatch  before  the  com- 
mittee could  judge  it 
The  government  plan  was 
not  conveyed  to  Sir  Ron  until 
last  week,  too  late  for  him  to 
analyse  the  numbers  on  a 
sophisticated  computer  model 
which  he  set  up  for  the  pur- 
pose. Information  is  power 
and  he  Is  said  to  be  unhappy 
he  was  not  allowed  any. 

What  is  left  is  a report  giv- 
ing detailed  analysis  of  what 
the  Government  says  It  does 
not  want  to  do  — and  only 
sketchy  details  of  the  conse- 
quences of  what  it  prefers. 

The  Bearing  committee  ac- 
cepted the  principle  that  “the 
costs  of  higher  education 
should  be  shared  among  those 
who  benefit".  But  if  the  bur- 
den on  graduates  was  too 
great,  this  would  discourass 
applications  from  more  disad- 


vantaged students  — the  very 
people  that  institutions  need 
to  attract  to  make  the  system 
fairer  and  achieve  Sir  Ron's 
growth  target 

The  report  analysed  propos- 
als in  the  Labour  manifesto  to 
scrap  the  meanstested  stu- 
dent maintenance  grant 
which  provides  poorer  stu- 
dents with  up  to  £2,160  a year 
to  meet  about  half  their  living 
costs. 

Under  the  manifesto  option 
these  grants  would  have  been 
converted  into  long-term 
loans,  repayable  after  gradua- 
tion by  instalments  linked  to 
the  graduate’s  Income.  There 
was  no  mention  of  tuition 
fees,  but  poorer  students 
would  have  graduated  after  a 
three-year  course  up  to  £6,500 
more  in  debt 

Sir  Ron  found  this  proposal 
felled  to  meet  any  of  his  objec- 
tives. It  “took  away  subsidies 
from  the  poorest  families" 
and  redirected  them  towards 
the  rich  who  would  have  been 
given  more  convenient  meth- 
ods of  repayment  over  a 
longer  timescale.  There 
would  have  been  no  saving  on 
public  spending  over  the  next 
few  years  and  surprisingly  lit- 
tle over  the  long  tom. 

“We  have  concluded  that 
any  option  which  delivered 
the  resources  needed  would 
produce  unacceptable  bur- 
dens on  graduates,”  the 
report  said. 

Having  dismissed  the  pol- 
icy on  which  Labour  fought 
the  election,  the  committee 


advanced  its  own  preference. 
This  would  have  kept  the 
malnfenanep  grant  at  current 
rates,  but  introduced  a flat- 
rate  tuition  fee  of  about  £1,000 
a year  — covered  by  a similar 
Income-contingent  loan 
repayable  after  graduation.  ; 

There  would  have  been  no 
exemptions  for.  students  from 
poor  femmes  because  repay- 
ments would  depend  cm  the 
graduate's  eventual  earnir^s 
and  not  on  family  background. 
The  mmmittBA  thought  the  ftfl 

could  yield  about  £L1  billion  in 
the  long  term. 

This  posed  two  big  prob- 
lems for  David  Bhmkett,  the 
Education  and  Employment 
Secretary.  It  would  involve 
abandoning  the  manifesto 
line  and  would  raise  only 
about  half  file  money  needed 
for  the  universities  and 
colleges. 

Mr  Blunkett  said  yesterday 
he  wanted  to  build  on  the 
Dearing  plan,  but  in  effect  he 
threw  it  oat  and  started  from 
scratch.  The  grant  would  be 
abolished,  but  students  from 
families  on  Incomes  below 
£16,000  would  be  exempt  from 
tuition  fees  and  those  earning 
up  to  £34.000  would  get  partial 
relief 

Poorer  students  would 
graduate  up  to  £8,500  more  in 
debt  — . just  as  they  would 
under  the  manifesto  plan  — 
and  richer  students  would 
graduate  £3,000  more  in  debt 

Under  the  government  plan 
repayments  would  not  start 
on  incomes  below  £10,000.  The 
average  graduate  on  a salary 
of  £19,000  would  pay  about  £55 
a month,  compared  with  up  to 
£87  a month  under  the  exist- 
ing student  loan  scheme. 
Poor  graduates  could  take  up 
to  23  years  to  pay  their  debt 

These  figures  do  not  tell  the 
whole  story  because  they  do 
not  focus  on  the  position  of 
the  poor  student  with  above- 
average  debt  Extra  hardship 
loans  of  up  to  £250  a year  will 
also  have  to  be  repaid. 

Mr  Blunketfs  plan  may 
raise  £1.7  billion  compared 
with  Sir  Ron's  £UL  bill  ion,  but 
most  of  the  extra  will  come 
from  poorer  students  whom 
the  reforms  are  meant  to  lure 
to  university. 
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g&gteitoastia /, . JT  : Subject  PhBosophy.  Entering  final 
; ywrat  Rearing  University. 

m (M&fctp  ; Maintenance  Grant  None  (because 
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Under  the  Dearlng  plan 

Nicholas  would  keep  hta  grant  and 
would  get  an  extra  government  loan 
to  cover  the  new  £1 ,000-a-year 
tuttkm  fee.  TMs  would  increase  hte 
debt  on  graduation  to  £10,000,  but 
repayments  would  depend  on 
Income  and  could  be  spread  over 
10  years. 
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Nunte;  Am  Fawassf  . 
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' Sd^ect  Humanly.  ^JstcwnptetBdfost  _ 
yettf  at  TrertUehwstty.  • 
MaMenanoeOnut  Manhunt  outride 
London  ffB«fofafabEt.£i,755. 

Goyimaftitenancc  loans:  £1 ,000  tor  first 
year.'  Planning  for.fiBOO  loan  far  oonfing  ' 
academic  year;  -' 

Other  loans:  Fftffmtpo  to  tri®  small 
ban*  toan  farcumd  £500)  to  cower  tor 
\ summer  vacation/  . 

Time  to  pay  backtoan:  I have  been  told 
that  1 have  to  staft  paying  baric  my  bank 
Joan  as  soon  as  f leave  untverafy.  Paying 
baric  Ihestodantloan  company  begins  .when 
i find  araacha-salaiy  of  amuntf  £J3flOO. 
Rye  yoers  to  pay  off  loan  once  working. 
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ONE  in  three  school-leavers 
goes  on  to  university  and 
higher  education,  with 
about  1.9  million  higher 
education  students  in  a 
country  of  79  million. 

Universities  are  mainly 
ran  by  the  16  federal  states 
and  funded  from  state 
budgets. 

Half  of  students  depend 
on  parents  for  financial  sup- 
port. a quarter  take  out  gov- 
ernment loans,  and  many 
have  jobs.  A year's  course 
fees  total  a little  over  £50. 

— Ian  Traynor 


ABOUT  one  in  three  Ital- 
ians between  20  and  24  goes 
to  university —although 
only  about  a third  graduate. 

Fees  are  payable  on  a 
means-tested  basis,  al- 
though most  families  pay 
less  than  £300.  Another  ob- 
stacle is  the  admission  tests 
of  some  faculties. 

Maintenance  grants  are 
available  for  those  coming 
from  homes  with  low  tax- 
able Incomes.  Students  have 
to  get  consistently  high 
marks  In  exams  to  get 
grants.  — John  Hooper 


Finland 


Under  the  Dearlng  plan 

A student  in  Deborah’s 
cfrcunstancss  arriving  at  university 
after  September  next  year  would  gel 
an  extra  Government  loan  to  cover 
a £1 ,000-a-year  tuition  fee.  No 
change  In  parental  contrtou&on. 
Repayment  of  Government  loans  to 
start  after  graduation,  on  income  as 
low  as  £5,000,  but  easy  -gaff 

tonne  over  10  years. 


Under  the  Bearing  plan 

Ann  would  keep  her  grant,  but  Govt 
loans  to  cover  maintenance  and  a 
£1,000-a-year  tuition  fee  would 
become  repayable  after 
graduation  once  Income 
reached  £5,000.  Annual 
repayments  would 
depend  on  Income,  but  fe 
could  star!  as  low  as  £50 
a year,  rising  to  about  g- 
£2^50  when  Income 
lopped  £30,000. 


SEVENTEEN  universities 
have  a total  student  popula- 
tion of 80,000.  About  20  per 
cent  of  school-leavers  take 
the  four  or  five-year  degree 
course.  Another  20  to  30  per 
cent  start  a vocational 
course. 

Course  fees  are  paid  by 
the  state.  The  baslcmainte- 
nance  grant  is  £170  a month 
fbr  students  aged  20  or  over 
living  independently; 
younger  students  receive 
less.  Those  away  from  home 
get  a monthly  housing 
grant.  — Jon  Henley 
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France 


EIGHTY-ONE  per  cent  of 
pupils  who  last  year  passed 
the  baccala.ur£at  continued 
into  higher  education  in  89 
universities  and  in  dozens 
of  medical,  art.  business 
and  engineering  schools. 

Tuition  is  free,  though 
students  must  pay  for  lodg- 
ing and  food.  The  govern- 
ment calculates  that  it 
spends  £3,300  a year  on  a 
university  student  and 
£7.800  on  a future  engineer. 
Grants  are  available  for  liv- 
ing costs. 

—Alex  Duval  Smith 
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Reaction 


A ‘vision  for 
the  future  with 
realism  about 
the  present’, 
but  some 
doubts  remain 
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THE  Dearlng  Report 
received  a mixed  reac- 
tion from  academics 
and  former  student  activ- 
fets,  write  Vlmk  Chaudhmy 

and  Emily  Sheffield. 

Sir  Gareth  Roberts,  ■ 


ebsirtwair  of  the  Committee 
of  Vice  Chancellors,  said 
evidence  from  other 
countries  including  Austra- 
lia and  the  United  States 
showed  that  tuition  foes 
were  not  socially  divisive. 


“I  really  do  think  that  the 
report  combines  vision  for 
the  future  with  realism 
about  the  present,  we  al- 
ready have  students  who 
are  paying  their  own  way. 
We  have  an  existing  loans 
system.  It's  the  means-test  I 
think  that  I'm  really  con- 
cerned about.” 

Sir  Trevor  Smith,  vice- 
chancellor  of  the  Universi- 
ty of  Ulster,  said  the  report 
was  a blueprint  “that  will 
offer  fair  and  open  access  to 
the  privileges  of  higher 
education  to  everyone  in 
society’’. 

He  welcomed  the  recom- 
mendation that  repayment 
of  any  contributions  to  the 

cost  of  students"  university 
education  should  be  linked 
to  Income-  That  could  prove 
a great  benefit  to  Northern 
Ireland  where  “we  have  a 
lower  per  capital  Income 
than  anywhere  in  the  UK 


Timetable 

□ July  1997:  Government 
publishes  loans  proposal. 

□ September  1997: 
Consultations  end  on  plan 
to  charge  fees  and  abolish 
grants. 

□ Autumn  1997:  Full 
policy  announced  in  white 
paper  on  lifelong  learning. 

□ Summer  1998: 
Legislation  enacted. 

□ October  1998: 

Measures  phased  In  for  new 
entrants  to  university. 

□ October  1999:  New 
scheme  fully  operational. 

□ Summer  2002:  First 
students  graduate. 

□ Summer  2025:  last 
repayment  of  loans  for  first 
set  of  students. 

and  a higher  proportion  of 
disadvantaged  socio-eco- 
nomic groups  among  our 
university  population’*. 

Trevor  Phillips,  the  NUS 
president  from  1978  to 
1980,  said:  “The  most  Im- 
portant thing  Is  the  number 
of  people  who  get  to  higher 
| education  because  they  will 

provide  the  skill  for  British 
industry.  The  quality  of 
what  we  have  now  in  edu- 
cation is  not  good  enough. 
This  is  due  to  lack  of  money 
bad  optimisation. 

“If  you  have  to  choose  be- 
tween free  education  but 
only  for  an  elite  and  a mass 
system  where  the  student 

has  to  contribute  finan- 
cially then  the  latter  has  to 
be  chosen.” 

Maeve  Sherlock,  NUS 
president  between  1988  and 
1990,  feared  the  Dearlng 
report  might  be  the  thin 
edge  of  a wedge. 

“I  am  not  worried  about 
the  current  suggested 
yearly  fee  of  £1,000  but  I 
am  very  concerned  that 
future  governments  will 
raise  this  amount,  allowing 
them  to  take  money  from 
the  education  budget  and 
put  it  elsewhere. 

“1  am  very  pleased  the 
Government  will  not  allow 
universities  to  set  their 
own  fees.  That  for  me  is  the 
most  Important  principle. 
Otherwise  we  would  end  up 
with  rich  students  going  to 

US  Ivy  league  type  universi- 
ties and  poor  students  go- 
ing to  under-funded,  poorer 
quality  ones.** 
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Record  floods  breach  the  Oder 


The  longest  river  defences  in  Europe  are 
crumbling  under  a deluge  forcing  thousands  from 
their  homes.  Ian  Traynor  reports  from  Bonn 


THE  104  miles  of 
dykes  standing  sen- 
tinel along  the 
River  Oder  on  Ger- 
many's eastern  bor- 
der have  resisted  the  de- 
ments and  protected  the 
riverside  towns,  villages,  and 
farms  for  a long  time,  in 
places  for  centuries. 

But  yesterday  the  longest 
continuous  stretch  of  dyke  in 
Europe  started  to  crumble 
under  the  fiercest  flood  on- 
slaught in  living  memory. 
While  thousands  of  troops, 
police,  disaster  experts,  and 
local  people  faced  the  torrents 
to  plug  holes  in  the  dykes  and 
save  their  communities,  the 
River  Oder,  swollen  to  record 


levels,  breached  the  ramparts 
in  at  least  three  places. 

“The  situation  has  peaked 
dramatically.  It  Is  a com- 
pletely different  situation 
from  yesterday  or  the  day  be- 
fore,” Alwin  Ziel,  interior 
minister  in  the  eastern  Ger- 
man state  of  Brandenburg, 
said. 

The  deluge  of  the  past  fort- 
night has  reduced  huge  tracts 
of  Poland  and  tbe  Czech 
Republic  to  a squalor  reminis- 
cent of  medieval  times.  Yes- 
terday the  flooding  began  to 
take  a heavy  toll  on  Germany. 

The  cabinet  in  Bonn,  in  its 
last  sitting  before  the  summer 
recess,  agreed  on  emergency 
aid  of  n««rly  £7  million  for 


flood  victims  anrl  said  it 
would  make  almost  £70  mll- 
I lion  in  cheap  credits  avail- 
able, after  hearing  the  chan- 
cellor. Helmut  Kohl,  talk  of 
tbe  disaster  zone  he  visited  on 
Tuesday. 

In  FrankfUrt-on-Oder,  the 
main  German  city  on  the  east- 
ern border,  the  river  level  ex- 
ceeded the  1930  record  of  21ft 
for  yesterday,  the  city  spokes- 
man, Frank  WeichelL  said. 
That  is  the  highest  level 
recorded  since  measurements 
started  in  the  18th  century. 

South  of  there,  at  Brieskow- 
Finkenheerd,  the  torrents 
washed  away  a 50-yard 
stretch  of  the  wall,  engulfing  i 
the  area,  submerging  a few 


villages,  and  requiring  2J3Q0 
people  to  be  evacuated.  Fur- 
ther north  at  Schweedt  the 
dyke  collapsed  at  two  points. 

The  dykes  are  now  under 
such  Intense  pressure  that 
officials  warn  that  further 
breaches  are  virtually  inev- 
itable in  the  coming  days. 

Helicopters  from  Berlin 
brought  in  100,000  sandbags, 
the  Hamburg  police  sent  a 
further  226,000,  bringing  the 
total  sandbag  count  on  the 
German  side  alone  to  around 
2 million.  Across  the  river 
from  Frankfurt,  the  Polish 
town  of  Slubice,  where  17,000 
have  been  evacuated,  was  in  a 
critical  condition. 

Officials  at  the  disaster 
headquarters  in  Potsdam,  the 
Brandenburg  state  capital 
outside  Berlin,  said  many 
more  people  would  need  to  be 
evacuated,  but  locals  were 
reluctant  to  move. 

“People  think  they’ll  have 


enough  time  to  get  out  when 
the  dykes  burst,”  an  interior 
ministry  in  Potsdam  , 

said. 

Mr  Ziel  issued  appeal  for 
evacuations,  but  in  the  inun-  j 
dated  community  of  Ratzdorf, : 
where  the  rivers  Oder  and ! 
Neisse  merge,  only  a quarter  j 
of  tbe  population  bad  heeded  : 
the  evacuation  orders  by  yes- 
terday lunchtime. 

In  a village  namud  after  the 
German  communist  leader 
Ernst  Thaelxnann,  50  people 
barricaded  themselves  In 
their  homes  and  defied  police 
orders  to  get  out.. 

Five  hundred  police  were 
deployed  to  watch  out  for  toot- 
ing in  evacuated  areas  and  to 
encourage  people  to  go.  They 
drove  around  villages,  using 
megaphones  to  summon 
peqple  on  to  buses. 

Last  night  it  looked  as  if 
tens  of  thousands  of  people 
would  still  have  to  be  evacu- 
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CZECH  REPUBLIC 


aied.  the  kind  of  numbers  al- 
ready afflicted  in  Poland  and 
tbe  Czech  Republic. 

The  critical  area  Is  a 35- 
mile  stretch  of  low-lying  land 
north  of  Frankfurt,  where 


plans  are  in  hand  to  move  out 
IAQOO  people-  T&ff  anelrnl 
Oder  swampland,  drained  and 
dammed  by  Prussia's  Freder- 
ick The  Great  in  the  iBth  cen- 
tury. has  been  divided  Info 
“wet"  and  "dry"  common!- 
ties,  with  the  latter  expected 
to  host  to  the  inhabitants  of 

“wet”  villages. 

Most  of  south-west  Poland 
and  a third  of  the  Czech 
Republic  — historic  Stoat*, 
Bohemia,  and  Moravia  — 
have  been  devastated  during 
the  past  fortnight,  with  the 
death  toll  from  both  countries 
put  at  104.  The  rivers  Oder, 
Neisse,  and  Elbe  are  bursting 
their  banks-  Fun  her  south  on 
the  Danube  in  northern  Hun-  j 
gary,  flood  alarms  were 
issued  yesterday, 

In  the  Moravian  city  of 
Ostrava,  on  the  Cxecta-Ftdifo  j 
border,  where  a state  ofemer-  j 
gency  was  declared  on  Sun- 
day, bibliophiles  battled  to  1 


, salvage  3 W08  rebates  from 


the  univrrsity  library. 

From  Schwmsft  north- 
eastern Germany  in  Mmi. 
in  south-western  FoZand.  th* 
Oder  is  wreaking  haeoc  along 
its  MO-mito  path.  - 
i On*  million  *rw  are  under 
water  in  Potarai  and  the  eco- 
nomics ministry 
the  damage  at  a Slbffitoo 
(£625  million),  though  ana- 
lysts say  the  real  figure  cmfli 
triple  th«t,  The  Polish  govern- 
ment has  announced  pons  to 
borrow  »l  billion,  whfcfc  u 
likely  to  unleash  higher infla- 
tion. The  cabinet’*  margincy 
relief  plan  taw  been  criticised 
as  too  littto,  too  tote. 

In  such  a strongly  agricul- 
tural country  as  Poland,  tbe 
impact  has  been  catastrophic, 
with  one  million  acres  under 
water,  and  500  tons  of  grain 
tost.  Almost  5.000  pigs,  2.000 
cattle,  and  900.000  poultry 
havedrowxwd. 


World  news  in  brief 


Statues 


Crime  sweeps  Brazil 
during  police  strike 


BRAZILIAN  cities  and  towns  are  being  ravaged  by  a spreading 
wave  of  strikes  by  police  officers  protesting  at  low  pay.  In  Recife 
in  tbe  north-east,  the  murder  rate  has  tripled,  eight  banks  have 
been  robbed  in  five  days,  gangs  have  run  riot  through  a shop- 
ping precinct  and  driven  through  wealthy  districts  firing  guns, 
and  no  one  is  obeying  the  traffic  laws. 

Three  thousand  army  troops  drafted  into  Recife  to  keep  the 
peace  have  been  unable  to  do  the  job  of 18,000  police  officers,  and 
gangs  of  bandits  are  terrorising  citizens. 

The  strikes,  illegal  under  Brazil's  constitution,  have  spread 
through  15  of  the  27  states.  Officers  say  they  cannot  survive  on 
tbe  £175  they  receive  a month.  — 7he  Washington  Post,  Recife. 


ravaged 
by  fire 


Alex  Duval  Smith  in  Parte 


War  vets  paid  to  keep  quiet 


PROTESTING  Zimbabwean  war  veterans  yesterday  stayed  away 
from  the  opening  of  a conference  in  the  capital,  Harare,  aimed  at 
encouraging  US  firms  to  invest  in  Africa,  after  the  government 
offered  them  cheques  worth  £10.000. 

On  Tuesday  the  veterans,  demanding  back-pay  from  President 
Robert  Mugabe,  surrounded  the  conference  centre,  chanting  “We 
wantMugabe!”  and  “It  is  time  he  paid  us!”  Puzzled  US  parties 

panfa  thought  fhp  rii^lflyTracpflrfrnfthgwplrrHTimgf^ghrfldnre 
The  veterans  have  been  demonstrating  for  two  weeks  against  the 
government's  suspension  of  compensation  payments  to  than 
after  allegations  of  fraud. — Andrew  Meldrum,  Harare. 


£3m  missing  from  EU  fund 


THE  European  Commission  has  admitted  that  mere  than  £3  mil- 
lion in  grants— 42  per  cent  of  the  budget— is  unaccounted  for 
from  the  unit  responsible  for  tourism  projects  in  the  European 
Union.  Edward  McMUlan-Scott,  the  British  Conservative  MEP 
who  has  led  calls  for  an  investigation  into  the  unit,  accused  the 
Commission  of  misleading  the  European  Parliament  about  the 
extent  of  the  fraud. 

Three  former  officials  in  the  unit,  arrested  last  year,  are 
awaiting  trial  in  Belgium  after  tbe  Commission  called  in  the 
police  to  investigate  aDeged  wrong-doing  for  tbe  first  time.  They 
are  alleged  to  have  taken  kickbacks  for  a warding  contracts  to  set 
up  projects  in  Italy  since  1989.  — Stephen  Bates,  Brussels. 


STATUES  housed  in  one 
of  the  oldest  museums 
in  Paris  were  irrepara- 
bly damaged  in  a fire  on  Tues- 
day night,  but  the  culture 
ministry  said  yesterday  that 
30,000  reels  of  classic  film 
kept  in  the  same  building 
were  safe. 

The  fire,  which  raged  for 
more  than  three  hours  in  the 
roof  of  the  Palais  de  ChaDtot 
at  the  Trocadero,  is  believed 
to  have  been  started  by  weld- 
ing equipment  which,  had  not 
been  switched  off.  The  minis- 
try reported  tens  of  millions 
of  francs  worth  of  damage. 

Guy  Cogeval,  director  of  the 
Mus£e  des  Monuments  Fran- . 
cais.  the  worst  affected  mu- 1 
semn  in  the  huge  Trocadero 
complex,  said:  "A  two-month 
renovation  was  just  ending 
and  the  workers  were  potting 
the  finishing  touches  to  cop- 
per panelling  covering  the 
slate  roof.  Since  the  fire 
started  so  late,  I think  some- 
one must  have  left  welding 
equipment  switched  on.” 

Mr  Cogeval  raised  the 
alarm  at  around  10pm  on 
Tuesday.  More  than  200  fire- 
fighters fought  tiie  blaze. 

The  Cinematheque  Fran- 
caise  and  its  Henri-Langlois 
auditorium  in  the  basement 
of  the  Palais  de  ChaiHot  were 
not  damaged.  Nor  were  the 
museum's  archives. 


A fireman  inspects  damage  caused  by  a blaze  In  the  Palais  de  Chaillot,  a major  Paris  tourist  attraction,  on  Tuesday  photographs^  jean-christophekahn 


MPs  desert  Turkish  opposition 


TURKEY’S  opposition  suffered  more  losses  yesterday  when  the 
former  Islamist-led  government’s  economy  minister  joined  the 
new  secularist  coalition  and  two  MPs  left  their  parties. 

The  Anatolian  news  agency  said  Ufuk  Soylemez,  the  previous 
state  minister  responsible  for  the  economy,  had  joined  the 
small  Democratic  Turkey  Party,  the  junior  partner  in  Meaut 
Yilmaz's  coalition.  One  MP  resigned  from  the  Islam-based 
Welfare  Party  of  the  former  prime  minister,  Necmettin  Erba- 
kan, and  another  left  the  True  Path  Party  led  by  the  previous 
foreign  minister.  Tansu  Ciller. 

A year-long  coalition  between  the  Islamists  and  the  conserva- 
tive Mrs  Ciller  collapsed  last  month  under  pressure  from  the 
secularist  army.  Defections  and  resignations  by  True  Path 
deputies  have  left  it  with  only  S3  of  the  135  seats  it  won  at  the  last 
election  In  December  1995.  — Reuter,  Ankara. 


Berisha  decides  to 
give  way  g raceless ly 


Belgium  lets 
eighth  Duke  of 
Wellington 
fill  his  boots 


Karadzic  relies 
on  ragtag  army 


Jonathan  Steele 


SALI  BERISHA’S  five 
years  of  increasingly 
unpopular  rule  ended 
yesterday  when  he  resigned 
as  Albania's  president  on.  the 
eve  of  a parliamentary  ses- 
sion which  was  expected  to 

fliftmiffli  him. 

He  was  soundly  beaten  in 
last  month’s  poll:  his  Demo- 
cratic Party  won  only  24  of 
the  parliament’s  155  seats, 
compared  with  tbe  Socialist 
Party’s  100. 

Although  Mr  Berisha  ac- 
cepted the  results  under  in- 
ternational pressure  and 
promised  to  step  down,  he 
kept  the  country  in  doubt  by 
hesitating  imffi  the  last  min- 
ute. He  also  threatened  to 
veto  the  Socialists'  appoint- 
ment of  a prime  minister. 


Australia  rues  gaffe  leaks 


AUSTRALIA,  already  embarrassed  by  tbe  loss  oE  a top-secret 
paper  criticising  its  Pacific  neighbours,  faced  more  discomfort 
yesterday  after  new  leaks. 

Accpy  of  what  appeared  tobe  a leaked  foreign  affairs depart- 
ment email  criticised  “securocrats”  in  the  prime  minister  John 

Howard’s  intelligence  office  for  believing  in  "a  darker  reality". 
The  memo,  criticising  the  rundown  of  the  Pacific,  by  Mr  Howard's 
Office  of  National  Assessments,  was  stapled  to  notes  given  to 
journalists  at  a foreign  affoirs  department  briefing. 

Meanwhile,  the  enrarrmw-rct  an  inquiry  into  the  publi- 

cation last  week  of  details  of  a 93-page  Austeo— Australian  eyes 
only — paper  containing  a scathing  assessment  of  South  Pacific 
economies  and  leaders.  A journalist  found  the  document  on  a 
table  at  a summit  of  South  Pacific  economic  ministers.  Asecand 
Austeo  paper,  expressing  concern  at  New  Zealand's  “inadequate” 
defence  budget,  has  also  been  leaked. — Reuter,  Canberra. 


In  a final  graceless  move, 
he  and  party  colleagues  boy- 
cotted the  first  session  of  the 
parliament  yesterday,  claim- 
ing that  the  election  had  been 
Hawed  by  intimidation. 

With  roughly  a quarter  of 
the  seats  chosen  by  propor- 
< tional  representation,  Mr  Ber- 
isha put  himself  at  the  head  of 

the  Democratic  Party's  list 
and  so  won  a seat  in 
parliament 

Tbe  Socialists,  by  winning 
103  seats  cf  their  own  and  rely- 
ing cm  the  18  taken  by  allied 
parties,  are  In  a position  to 
dinnp  tlio  constitution 

In  an  attempt  to  end  Alba- 
nia's long  tradition  of  strong- 
man rule  — first,  under  the 
monarchy,  then  the  veteran 
Communist  leader  Enver 
Hoxha,  and  finally  the  “demo- 
crat" Mr  Berisha  — they  in- 
tend to  abolish  tbe  presiden- 


cy’s executive  powers  and 
make  parliament  sovereign. 

In  a first  step  towards  that 
end,  the  Socialists  are  ex- 
pected to  appoint  their  secre- 
tary-general, Rexhep  Mej- 
dani,  as  president.  Their 
leader,  Fates  Nano,  becomes 
prime  minister. 

But  restoring  law  and 
order,  and  cracking  down  on 
the  criminal  gsmga  a-nd  high- 
way robbers  running  ram- 
pant In  large  parts  of  Albania, 
will  be  their  main  faafc- 

In  an  incident  this  week, 
unidentified  gunmen  broke 
into  an  underground  army 
store  in  the  southern  city  of 
Gjirokaster  and  stole  15  anti- 
tank missiles.  An  estimated 
1 million  weapons  are  in  pri- 
vate hands  after  armouries 
were  raided  in  March  daring 
protests  by  investors  in  fraud- 
ulent pyramid  schemes. 


Stephen  Bates  in  Brasaab 


THE  Duke  of  Wellington 
I famously  said  of  the 


German  held  for  Cuba  attack  " Greece  steps  up  security 


A MAN  carrying  a German  passport  was  arrested  on  Friday 
and  accused  of  planting  an  explosive  device  in  the  tunnel  that 
runs  under  Havana  Bay,  according  to  media  reports.  There  was 
no  evidence  that  the  device  had  exploded.  The  Mexican  govern- 
ment news  agency  Notimex  identified  the  man  as  Michael 
Reeve;  other  sources  gave  his  last  name  as  Reeb- 

The  Spanish  newspaper  El  Pals,  quoting  unidentified  diplo- 
matic sources,  said  the  man  was  arrested  when  he  left  the 
tunnel,  which  connects  the  centre  of  Havana  to  eastern  sub- 
urbs, after  plantmga  small  device. 

It  was  not  clear  if  the  arrest  was  related  to  explosions  at  two 
Havana  hotels  on  July  12  which  injured  at  least  three  people. 
Cuba  has  blamed  people  from  the  U nited  States  trying  to  scare 
away  tourists  and  harm  the  government.  — AP,  Havana.  ' 


HoKhm  Smith  In  JUfiens 


o 


Even  before  I knew  of  his  affinity 
with  predators,  I privately 
classified  him  as  a king  crocodUe 
— a vast  and  glinting  smile,  a 
lazy  gait  and  an  Impenetrable 
maskof  politeness.  But  very, 
very  dangerous. 

A weekend  with  James  Goldsmith 


G2  cover  story 


GREECE  sent  heavily 
armed  commandos  to 
the  Albanian  border 
yesterday  in  a last-ditch 
effort  to  stop  an  inflax  of 
| bandits  blamed  for  soaring 
crime  and  terror.  The  gov- 
ernment also  ordered  the 
police  and  army  to  inten- 
sify patrols  throughout  the 
country. 

Officials  said  security 
would  be  stepped  up 
around  Athens,  where 
there  has  been  a backlash 

of  anti -Albanian  sentiment. 

The  measures,  which  fol- 
low others  earlier  this 
year,  were  announced  after 
the  prime  minister,  Costas 
Stmitts.  held  an  urgent  cab- 
inet meeting  to  discuss  the 
crisis.  The  public  order 
minister,  George  Romeos, 
said  that  he  had  been  taken 
aback:  by  the  scale  of  Alba- 
nian criminality  in  Greece. 
“The  measures  we  bad 


enforced  before  were  sim- 
ply not  sufficient,”  he  said. 
“We  have  to  do  our  utmost 
now.  People  — Greek  citi- 
zens— are  scared.” 

In  recent  weeks  there  has 
been  a flurry  of  kidnap- 
ping, mostly  of  Greek  busi- 
nessmen trading  in  Alba- 
nia, by  gangsters 
demanding  large  ransoms. 

Last  month  Athens  sent 
six  frigates  and  extra  secu- 
rity forces  to  keep  the  peace 
on  Corfu,  which  lies  oppo- 
site the  rebel-held  areas  of 
southern  Albania. 

Since  the  Albanian  insur- 
rection, hundreds  of  Alba- 
nians have  been  caught 
I smuggling  arms  and  drugs 
into  Greece.  Most  of  the 
weapons,  which  include 
I Kalashnikov  rifles  and 
hand  grenades,  are  bound 
for  other  parts  of  Europe. 

The  gangsters,  often  de- 
scribed as  “real-life  Ram- 
bos”,  have  been  the  cause 
of  growing  consternation  In 
Greece’s  remote  and  moun- 


tainous frontier  areas.  Sev- 
eral villages  have  been 
abandoned  by  people  afraid 
of  attack.  Many  tear  that 
crime  will  increase  when 
the  Italian-led  multina- 
tional force  withdraws 
from  Albania  next  month. 

Yesterday  a smuggler 
bringing  home-grown  hash- 
ish across  the  border  threw 
a hand  grenade  at  the 
police  trying  to  arrest  him. 
"It  sounds  surreal,  but  its 
absolutely  real,*'  sxjfl  an 
officer. 

“These  people  are  really 
dangerous.” 

An  estimated  350,000  Al- 
banians, most  illegal  immi- 
grants, work  in  Greece  — 
more  than  In  any  other 
I European  Union  member 
I state. 

The  government,  hoping 
to  subdue  the  anti-Aiba- 
! nian  feeling,  announced 
this  week  that  it  would  ■ 
I overturn  previous  legisla- 
tion legitimising  the  mi- 
grants' status. 


I famously  said  of  the 
Battle  of  Waterloo:  “It  has 
been  a damned  nice  thing — 
the  nearest  run  thing  you 
ever  saw  in  your  life"  — 
and  now,  182  years  on,  it 
has  just  been  revealed  that 
his  descendants  are  still 
doing  nicely  out  of  it. 

According  to  a statement 
in  the  Belgian  parliament, 
a settlement,  reached  by 
Wellington’s  descendant, 
the  eighth  duke,  guaran- 
tiees the  family  a Belgian  In- 
come worth  about  £100,000 
a year.  . 

The  duke  arranged  to  ex- 
change a modest  annual 
payment  which  the  Belgian 
government  has  made  to 
tbe  family  since  the  19th 
century  for  the  rental  in- 
come from  61  acres  of  now 
highly  profitable  farmland 
next  to  an  industrial  estate 
at  Nlvelles,  five  miles  from 
the  battlefield. 

After  tbe  duke’s  victory 
at  Waterloo,  south  of  Brus- 
sels, in  1815,  the  Dutch  gov- 
ernment gave  him  2,500 1 
acres  of  farm  and  woodland 
In  the  area,  which  it  then  1 
controlled. 

Wellington  gave  up  the  1 
management  of  the  prop- 1 
erty  in  return  for  an 
annual  rental  payment,  i 
which  would  currently 
amount  to  only  about 
£1,200  a year. 

Now  ft  has  emerged  that  I 
in  a deal  reached  with  the  : 
Belgian  government  a few 
years  ago,  his  great-great- 
great-great-great-grandson 
swapped  the  annual  pay- 
ment for  foe  actual  rent  on 
a 40th  of  the  land,  amount- 
ing to  more  than  80  times 
foe  previous  revenue. 

No  ■ one  in  Belgium  is 
questioning  the  family’s 
right  to  the  income.  As  the 
Iron  Duke  himself  said 
after  foe  battle;  “By  God.  I 
don't  think  it  would  have 
been  done  if  1 had  not  been 
there-”  ■ 


Karen  Coleman 

in  Pale  on  the  weary 
Serbs  who  vow  to 
defend  to  the  death 
their  wartime  leader 


TAKE  the  road  out  of  Sa- 
rajevo, head  10  miles 
east  over  mountains 
and  through  tunnels,  and  you 
are  in  Pale,  centre  for  the-Bos- 
nian  Serb  hardliners  and 
home  to  the  indicted  war 
criminal  Radovan  Karadzic. 

The  scenery  on  the  way  is 
stunning:  sheep  graze  on  roll- 
ing hills  anH  horses  plough  t2jfi 
fields.  Bat  Pale  itself,  or  "Serb 
Sarajevo"  as  its  residents  call 
it;  1$  not  much  of  a capital.  - 
A mishmash  of  new  and  old 
buildings,  it  used  to  be  a pop- 
ular resort  for  Sarajevans, 
who  would  dreg)  in  during 
weekends  skiing  on  the 
nearby  Jahorlna  Mountain. 

The  only  Sarajevans  in  Pale 
these  days  are  Serbs  who  Qed 
the  city  during  the  war,  un- 
able to  live  with  their  former 
Muslim  or  Croat  neighbours. 

Today,  it  is  the  base  from 
which  the  hardliners  of  the 
main  Bosnian  Serb  party,  the 
SDS,  run  the  country  and. 
some  argue,  the  smuggling 
rackets  that  Bijjana  Plavsic, 
the  Bosnian  Serb  president.  Is 
trying  to  stamp  out 
Pale’s  centre  is  a narrow 
pptholed  street  lined  ■ with 
shabby  cars.  Two  miles  up 
the  road,  hidden  In  the  forest, 
is  the  home  orx>r  Karadzic. 

It  Is  a no-go  zone  for  for- 
eigners. Guards  in  petrol-blue 
fatigues  are  on  alert  when 
strangers  approach.  Dr  Kar- 
adzic Is  well  protected  from' 
the  international  community, 
who  want  him  tried  at  the: 
International  war  Crimes 

Tribunal  in  The  Hague.  -■ 

Analysts  say  Nnto,  now  (hat 
it  has  started  going  after  sus- 
criminals,  must 
timsb  the  business  and  arrest 
Dr  Karadzic  and  his  wartime 
army  chief,  Ratko  Mladic. 


Hrair  Balian.  from  the  Inter- 
national Crisis  Group  in  Sara- 
jevo, says  that  to  stop  now 
would  be  disastrous,  and  would 
be  giving  In  to  the  extremists 
who,  be  says,  are  puffing  the 
strings  behind  the  scenes. 

“I  think  it’s  very  important 
that  all  the  principal  war 
criminals  be  removed  — not 
just  the  Serbs,  but  tbe  Croats 
and  the  Bosnlacs  [Muslims] 
too,”  he  says.  “Any  backing 
down  now  will  mean  far 
greater  risks  in  the  future.” 

But  the  inhabitants  of  Pale 
do  not  agree:  Dr  Karadzic  is  a 
hero  to  them.  “The  only  thing 
he  was  doing  was  defending 
his  own  people,”  says  63-year- 
cid  Bosco  BogdanoviC. 

Any  attempt  to  arrest  their 
former  president  would  lead 
to  trouble.  “There  will  be  a 
strong  resistance  from  the 
people.  There  is  no  need  for 
the  army  to  protect  him  be- 
cause he  has  all  the  people 
here  to  protect  him."  he  says. 

Dragica  Lopatic,  sitting  at 
her  stall  in  Pale  market, 
agrees.  "All  of  tu  are  going  to 
die  for  him  and  It's  better  for 
them  not  to  even  try  to  arrest 
him.  He  Is  the  only  one  who 
protects  the  Serbian  people." 

But  foe  talks  or  using  form 
implements  to  defend  Dr  Kar- 
adzic, aware  that  many  ordi- 
nary Bosnian  Serbs  are  too 
poor  and  weak  to  take  up 
! arms  again. 

The  language  of  resistance 
I is  echoed  by  SDS  politicians. 
Dragan  Bozanic.  the  Serb  dep- 
uty'foreign  affairs  minister1, 
says  handing  over  Indicted 
war  criminals  contravenes 
the  Bosnian  Serb  Republic's 
constitution. 

“If  anyone  is  to  be  put  on 
trial.’' he  says,  “It  should  take 
ptace  on  home  ground  and  no* 
in  some  foreign  court'*  - 

He  describes  Dr  Kara&ic 
and  General  Mladic  ~ as 
national  heroes.  “If  someraft 
wants  to  punish  Serb  leaders, 
[arresting  them]  is  the  way  to 
do  it,  but  there  will  be  come- 
quonevs.  Yfe  have  been  8*1®; 
lug  for  our  liberty  for  «9 
years.  We  do  not  hare  srer 
hope  but  to  defend  ouraafa*.? . 
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Rwanda’s  government  has  promoted  a Hutu  it  accuses  of  slaughter,  writes  Chris  McGreal  in  Kigali 

Governor  ‘led  genocide’ 
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Unita  accused 
of  stoking  war 


Hark  Tran  bi  New  York 


THE  United  Nations 
strongly  condemned  Un- 
ita, the  former  rebel 
movement  in  Angola,  for  fail- 
ing to  live  up  to  Us  peace 
. settlement,  as  fear  mounted 
yesterday  that  the  country 
wflTretum'to  civil  war. 

In  a statement  more  point- 
edJy  crUical  of  Unita  than  any 
before,  the  Security  Council 
expressed  deep  concern  at  die 
group's  efforts  to  revive  its 
fighting  force. 

Under  the  settlement,  moni- 
tored by  the  UN.  the  former 
rebel  army  led  by  Jonas  Sa- 
vimbi was  required  over  the 
past  two  years  to  lay  down  its 
arms  and  integrate  its  troops 
into  the  Angolan  national 
army. 

Some  integration  has  oc- 
curred, but  at  a much  slower 
pace  than  envisaged,  and  dip- 
lomats believe  Unita  is  back- 
tracking by  regrouping  its  de- 
mobilised troops  in  rebel- 
controlled  areas. 

"There  Is  a worry  that 
Angola  is  about  to  go  the 
same  way  as  Cambodia,"  a 
diplomat  said  this  week  after 
the  council  was  briefed  on  the 
situation  in  Angola  by  Ber- 
nard Miyet,  the  under-secre- 


Hun  Sen  does 
U-turn  on  Asean 


Nick  Cummfng-Bruc* 
In  Bangkok 


THE  Cambodian  leader 
Hun  Sen  applied  to  the 
Association  of  South 
East  Asian  Nations  yesterday 
for  immediate  membership, 
and  asked  it  to  mediate  In 
the  crisis  that  has  arisen 
since  he  overthrew  his  co- 
prime  ministra*.  Prince  Noro- 
dom Ranariddh. 

His  surprise  about-face  came 
too  late  to  salvage  the  Asean 
foreign  ministers’  hopes  of  in- 
cluding all  10  South  East  Asian 
countries  in  the  dub  at  a meet- 
ing in  the  Malaysian  capital. 
Kuala  Lumpur. 

Largely  as  a result  of  the 
turmoil  in  Cambodia  since 
Hun  Sen’s  July  5 coup,  the 
Asean  meeting  has  been  hit 
by  disagreements,  rumblings 
about  the  need  to  change  its 
principle  of  non-interference 
in  members’  internal  affairs, 
aryf  concern  for  the  cohesion 
that  has  been  the  key  to  its 
success, 

Hun  Sen's  message,  deliv- 
ered by  his  foreign  minister, 
Ung  Huot.  reverses  the  posi- 
tion he  took  a week  ago  when 
he  said  he  was  not  sure  he 
wanted  to  join  an  Asean  that 
meddled  In  its  members'  do- 
mestic matters.  At  that  time, 
he  rejected  Asean  mediation. 

-We  have  decided  that  we 
want  to  Join  Asean,”  said  Ung 
Huot,  who  U Hun  Sen  s 
choice  to  replace  Prince  Ran- 
ariddh as  first  prime  minis- 
ter. "We  have  also  decided  we 
want  Asean  to  be  a mediator. 

But  the  Malaysian  foreign 
minister,  Abdullah  Ahmad 
Badavri.  said  Asean  was  stick* 
lttg  by  an  earlier  decision  to 
postpone  the  country's  admis- 


sion, saying  "We  fed  there  is 
still  instability  in  Cambodia.” 

He  added;  "At  the  moment, 
as  far  as  we  are  concerned. 
Prince  Ranariddh  is  still  the 
first  prime  minister  and  no 
new  prime  minister  is  coming 
up.” 

Asean  diplomats  believe 
the  group  is  likely  to  impress 
on  Hun  Sen  the  need  for  free 
and  fair  elections  in  1998,  and 
say  that  elections  will  be 
meaningless  he  allows 

Prince  Ranariddh  to  stand. 

Asean  admitted  Burma  to 
full  membership  yesterday, 
justifying  its  inclusion  on  the 
grounds  that  the  group  sets 
no  political  criteria  for  mem- 
bership and  does  not  interfere 
in  other  countries’  internal 
affairs.  The  West  considers 
Burma  a pariah  state,  mostly 
because  of  its  ruling  junta's 
abuse  of  human  rights. 

But  Asean  leaders  are  now 

pondering  the  adequacy  of 
such  principles  in  the  after- 
math of  what  the  Malaysian 

deputy  prime  minister.  An- 
war Ibrahim,  has  called  ibfl 
madness  in  Cambodia”. 

The  Cambodian  crisis  has 
picn  stirred  unease  about  the 
impact  of  Asean’s  expanded 
membership,  including  Com- 
munist regimes  like  Vietnam, 
on  the  solidarity  of  a non- 
communist  club  that  has  hith- 
erto worked  by  consensus. 

Analysts  question  how 
much  Vietnam,  which  put 
Hun  Sen’s  formerly  commu- 
nist party  in  power  affff  ow 
throwing  the  Khmer  Rouge, 
ynew  is  advance  about  his 
coup,  Vietnam  and  Buraia  are 
inclined  to  support  Cambo- 
dia’s admission  to  Asean, 
which  raises  the  possibility  of 
different  blocs  tanergmg  to 
test  the  group’s  cohesion. 


WANDA’S  parlia- 
mentis  demanding 
■■  that  the  govem- 
■^■ment  arrest  a 
^Kprominent  Hutu 
politician  appointed  as  a 
regional  governor  despite  his 
inclusion  on  the  administra- 
tion’s own  list  of  suspects 
wanted  for  the  1994  genocide 
of  Tuts  is, 

Boniface  Rucagu  is  120th  on 
the  list  of  about  2,000  people 
who  could  face  the  death  pen- 
alty for  organising  the  slaugh- 
ter ctf  hundreds  of  thmi«»nrta 
of  victims.  President  Pasteur 
Bizfannngu  says  Mr  Rucagu’s 
inclusion  is  a mistake. 

Survivors  of  the  gpniv-iHt. 
areflzrioua.  They  say  there  is 
ample  evidence  that  Mr  Ru- 
cagu  not  only  took  part  in  but 
helped  plan  the  mass  murder, 
and  that  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  Ruhengeri  prov- 1 
ince  two  months  ago  to  quell 

nnraat  among  TTiTtr;c 

Deus  Kagiraneza.  one  of  a 
number  of  genocide  survivors 


who  are  now  MPs,  submitted 
a bill  demanding  Mr  Rucagu’s 
removal  from  office  and 
arrest 

"His  appointment  was  a 
blunder.”  he  “The  survi-  j 
vors  are  angry  because  it  is 
underrating  the  genocide. 
The  position  erf  the  president 
is  that  someone  is  innocent 
until  proven  guilty.  But  that 
isn’t  good  enough.” 

Before  the  genocide.  Mr  Ru- 
cagu  was  an  MP  in  the  ex- 
tremist ruling  party,  the 
MEND,  which  laid  the  ground 
for  the  killing.  He  has 
launched  a campaign  to  clear 
his  name,  issuing  a 40-page 
pamphlet  claiming  to  have  op- 
posed the  slaughter. 

“There  is  no  evidence  I did 
anything.  I was  trying  to  ten 
people  not  to  km.  I was  op- 
posed to  killing.  I put  my  own 

Ufa  111  riangar  to  try  and  stop 

It,"  he  wrote. 

Mr  Rucagu’s  case  is  under- 
mined by  his  virulently  anti- 
Tutsi  writings  in  the  Hutu  ex- 


UN  tribunal  arrests  Belgian 

Jk  BELGIAN  accused  of  I broadcasts  in  French  tacit- 
MmaMng  broadcasts  in-  tag  violence  and  hatred 


Mmaldisg  broadcasts  in- 
erting violence  against  Tot- 
als has  been  arrested  in 
connection  with  the  1994 
genocide  in  Rwanda.  i 

Georges  Ruggiu,  for- 
merly a reporter  on  the 
state-owned  radio  station 
Radio  Mllle  Collin es,  is  al- 
leged to  have  made  many 


tremlst  newspaper  Kangura. 
which  predicted  the  genocide.  • 
He  was  a founding  share- 
holder of  Radio  Mflle  Col- 1 
lines,  which  broadcast  some  ■ 
erf  the  most  inflammatory  ex- , 
hortatians  to  wn 
Parliament  summoned  two  1 
cabinet  ministers  to  explain 
Mr  Rucagu’s  appointment. 1 
The  interior  minister.  Sheikh  : 
Karim  Harerhnana,  told  MPs: 
“There  Is  no  concrete  evi-  j 
dence  Racagu  committed  i 


broadcasts  in  French  incit- 
ing violence  and  hatred 
against  Tutsis,  moderate 
Hutus  and  Belgian  nation- 
als, the  United  Nations  tri- 
bunal for  Rwanda  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Ruggui.  the  first  non- 
Rwandan  arrested  by  the 
tribunal,  was  seized  by  the 
Kenyan  authorities.  — AP. 


genocide.  We  believe  he  was 
included  on  the  list  by  mis- 
take. But  if  evidence  against 
Rucagu  were  to  be  provided 
he  wDl  be  dealt  with  like 
other  killers.” 

For  Mr  Kaglraneza  there  is 
more  than  enough  evidence. 
“He  never  resigned  from  the 
MRND,"  he  said. 

"He  was  among  the  found- 
ing fathers  of  Radio  MUle  Col- 
lines.  He  had  shares  in  Kan- 
gura. We  have  videotapes 


showing  him  at  meetings.  He 
was  very  proud  of  prepara- 
tions for  the  genocide.  He  par- 
ticipated in  preparing  and  ex- 
ecuting genocide.  When  we 
asked  why  this  evidence 
wasn’t  used  we  were  told  his 
Ole  was  lost.”  1 

Among  those  prepared  to  | 
testily  against  Mr  Rucagu  is  a i 
former  governor  of  Gitarama 
province  who  says  be  saw  I 
him  kill  six  people.  An  MP  Is 
prepared  to  swear  be  saw  him 
give  a speech  in  Gitarama 
urging  people  to  murder 
Tutsis. 

Mr  Rucagu  has  been  ar- 
rested. questioned  and  freed 
three  times  in  the  past  two 
years.  His  final  release  came 
after  his  wife  produced  letters 
apparently  written  to  the 
president  of  the  former 
regime  pleading  for  an  end  to 
the  genocide.  Mr  Kagiraneza 
maintains  the  letters  are  fake. 

Parliament  debated  the 
issue  for  three  days  before  or- 
dering the  government  to 


sack  Mr  Rucagu.  The  govern- 
ment has  so  far  refused. 

Survivors  say  there  is  a 
constitutional  issue  at  stake. 
While  the  government  has  ef- 
fectively declared  Mr  Ruca- 
gu’s innocence,  only  the  attor- 
ney-general can  remove  him 
from  the  list  of  alleged  killers. 
The  attorney-general  is  refus- 
ing to  do  so  and  has  said  the 
investigation  will  be  renewed. 

Although  the  government 
denies  it,  survivors  suspect 
Mr  Rucagu  was  appointed 
governor  of  Ruhengeri  to  try 
to  quell  violence  spurred  by 
the  return  of  Hutu  refugees 
from  the  former  Zaire. 

“He  was  appointed  gover- 
nor because  he  knows  those 
characters  who  are  planning 
a second  genocide,"  Mr  Kagir- 
aneza said.  "But  it  was  a mis- 
take by  the  government  and 
by  Rucagu.  If  he  was  wise  he 
would  have  refused  the  post 
because  it  has  focused  atten- 
tion on  him.  In  the  end  he  will 
be  arrested.” 


tary  general  for  peacekeep- 
ing. The  £1.2  billion  UN  effort 
in  Cambodia  is  thought  to  be 
seriously  jeopardised  by  Hun 
Sen’s  coup. 

Angola  has  one  of  the  UN’s 
biggest  peacekeeping  efforts.  It 
has  been  active  in  the  country 
since  the  1992  elections,  but 
particularly  since  the  1994 Lu- 
saka peace  accords  which 
eventually  led  to  last  April’s 
swearing-in  of  a national 
unity  government 

About  5,000  UN  troops  are 
in  Angola  in  an  operation 
which  cost  $1  million  a day 
until  a recent  troop 
reduction. 

The  process  has  been  like 
drawing  blood  out  of  a stone." 
said  a senior  diplomat  “Its 
been  a power  play  with  a lot 
at  stake,  and  Savimbi  is  a 
great  player.  He  has  always 
dragged  Ids  feet  and  will  only 
respond  if  there  is  muscle  be- 
hind our  words.” 

Hie  UN  has  tried  to  keep 
. Mr  Savimbi  in  line  by  impos- 
ing sanctions,  including  bans 
on  fuel  and  arms,  and  yester- 
day it  raised  the  prospect  of 
freezing  Unite’s  foreign  bank 
accounts,  which  would  pre- 
vent Unita  personnel  travel- 
ling abroad,  and  a trade  ban 
against  Unita-controlled 
areas. 
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Children  watch  as  clothing  billows  in  the  wind  after  being  put  out  to  dry  beside  the  Buriganga  River  yesterday  by  laundrymen  in  Dhaka,  Bangladesh  photographer:  rafiour  rahman 


Colombia’s  war  of  terror  against  Gingrich  calls 
rebels  drags  Panama  into  the  fire  for  end  to  row 


Phil  Gunsan,  Latin 
America  correspondent 


Jk  BLOODY  civil  war 
ZA  which  has  already  dis- 
/ iplaced  up  to  a million 
people  in  Colombia  is  spill- 
ing over  into  neighbouring 
Panama,  where  heavily 
armed  paramilitaries  have 
begun  to  murder  and  terror- 
ise civilians  accused  of  col- 
laborating with  guerrillas. 

Armed  and  trained  by  the 
Colombian  army,  and  fi- 
nanced by  landowners  and 
the  drugs  mafia,  the  para- 
militaries are  Turing  torture 
and  decapitation  to  destroy 
support  for  the  Revolu- 
tionary Armed  Forces  of 
Colombia  (Fare)  in  towns 
and  villages. 

The  Peasant  Self-Defence 
Organisation  of  Cdrdoba 
and  UraM  (Accu),  the  most 
powerful  of  about  a dozen 
militias,  was  first  reported 
in  the  Panamanian  prov- 
ince of  Darien  late  last 
year.  Since  then  at  least 
eight  people  have  been 
reported  killed  and  several 
others  kidnapped  or  raped. 

The  Bishop  of  Darien, 
Monsignor  Rdmnlo  Emi- 
Hant,  says  a group  of  more 
than  40  paramilitaries 
seized  the  town  of  Yape  on 

June  23. 

“Among  their  weapons 
were  hand-grenades,  bazoo- 
kas and  flamethrowers,"  he 
said.  "Behind  them.  In  the 
mountains,  was  a larger 
group  awaiting  their 
orders." 

The  paramilitaries 
searched  the  town  for  guer- 
rillas for  four  days  and, 
ynrmnn  rights  groups  say, 
kidnapped  and  beheaded  a 
58-year-old  health  worker. 
The  Panamanian  govern- 
ment which  has  played 
down  the  significance  of 
the  Accra  incursions,  says 
the  rights  groups  are  bring 
alarmist 

But  early  this  month  it 
announced  the  dispatch  of 
more  than  1,000 police  rrin- 


A patrol  over  Darl6n  rainforest  Panama  says  it  has  sent  1,000  reinforcements  and 
several  helicopter  gunships  to  the  border  to  stop  paramilitary  incursions  from  Colombia 


forcemeats  and  several  heli- 
copter gunships  to  the  bor- 
der area.  Panama’s  army 
was  disbanded  In  1990  after 
the  previous  year’s  United 
States  invasion. 

Former  vice-president 
Ricardo  Arias  Calderbn 
said  the  announcement  was 
a public  relations  exercise 
and  lacked  credibility.  Dr 
Arias,  who  oversaw  the 
post-1989  reorganisation  of 

the  police,  said  that  no 
more  than  4,000  were  on 
duty  at  any  one  time. 

“To  send  a third  of  them  , 
to  the  border  would  leave 
many  other  parts  of  the 
country  undefended,"  he 
said. 

With  help  from  the  US. 
Panama  declared  itself  inde- 
pendent of  Colombia  in 
1903,  retying  on  the  Darien 
gap  to  deter  an  overland  in- 
vasion from  the  south. 
There  is  still  no  road  link 
between  the  two  countries, 
but  Dr  Arias  says  that  over 
the  years  the  gap  “has  be- 
come a sieve”. 

For  more  flan  30  years. 


Fare  guerrillas  have  occu- 
pied large  swaths  of  jungle 
on  both  sides  of  the  border, 
and  until  recently  they  exer- 
cised de  facto  authority  on 
the  Colombian  side. 

meg*1  immigrants  head- 
ing north  and  drug  traffick- 
ers freely  cross  the  border. 

Accn.  which  Is  also 
apparently  responsible  for 
the  massacre  last  weekend 
of  up  to  30  suspected  guer- 
rilla collaborators  in  south- 
east Colombia,  moved  into 
the  area  almost  two  years 
ago. 

Reported  to  have  rap  to 
2,000  members,  it  is  headed 
by  Carlos  Castano,  a land- 
owner  and  graduate  of  the 
hit-squad  schools  set  up  in 
the  early  1980s  by  British 
and  Israeli  mercenaries  and 
financed  by  the  Medellin  co- 
caine carteL 

After  "dean-ring*’  a wide 
area  east  of  the  Gulf  of 
Craba,  the  group  began 
selectively  murdering  civil- 
ians in  the  area  to  the  west, 
which  lies  east  of  the  Pan a- , 
ma  border,  provoking  a , 


fresh  exodus.  In  April  the 
Panamanian  government 
repatriated  a group  of  about 
300  Colombian  civilians  who 
had  fled  into  Darien, 
prompting  a protest  from 
the  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees. 

There  are  uncorroborated 
reports  that  some  of  those 

returned  were  later 
murdered. 

The  Colombian  president, 
Ernesto  Samper,  has  de- 
fended the  1994  government 
decree  which  permits  the 
formation  of  “self-defence 
groups"  to  Oght  the 
guerrillas.  

But  human  rights  organi- 
sations, and  the  UN.  have 
condemned  the  policy  and 
called  for  the  paramilitaries 
to  be  disbanded. 

The  situation  is  truly 
alarming,”  said  Fr  Horado 
Arango,  provincial  of  the 
Colombian  Jesuits  and  di- 
rector of  the  order’s  Pro- 
gramme for  Peace. 

"Anyone  not  clearly  iden- 
tified as  a supporter  be- 
comes a military  target.” 


Ed  Vufoamy  In  Washington 

Newt  gingrich,  the 
Speaker  of  the  United 
States  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, reasserted  his  con- 
trol over  a squabbling  Repub- 
lican Party  yesterday, 
quashing  an  attempt  to  oust 
him  and  avoiding  what  might 
have  been  an  embarrassing 
vote  of  confidence. 

In  a statement  to  a meeting 
of  all  238  Republican  con- 
gressmen and  women.  Mr 
Gingrich  warned  that  the 
weeks  of  turmoil  over  his 
leadership  must  end. 

"Let  me  emphasise:  I will 
not  allow  another  chapter  to 
be  written  into  this  tiresome 
and  overwrought  saga,"  he 
said.  “This  discussion  will  be 
the  end  of  the  story." 

A meeting  on  Tuesday  orga- 
nised by  those  plotting  to 
overturn  his  authority  was 
cancelled.  But  its  collapse  and 
Mr  Gingrich’s  statement  have 
merely  papered  over  the 
cracks  Id  party  unity.  More 
infighting  is  anticipated  dur- 
ing the  August  recess. 

Republicans  bad  met  yes- 1 
terday  to  bold  a confidence 
vote,  which  was  believed  to 
have  been  proposed  by  the 
leader  of  the  Republicans  in 
the  House.  Dick  Armey,  and  a 
band  of  rebels  including  the 


News  in  brief 


chief  whip,  Tom  Delay.  Mr 
Gingrich  was  expected  to  win 
a clear,  but  hollow,  victory. 

With  up  to  60  members  of 
congress  expected  to  vote 
against  Mr  Gingrich,  his 
aides  had  pleaded  with  col- 
leagues for  the  vote  to  be  can- 
celled. or  at  least  delayed. 

Although  Mr  Gingrich 
remains  — in  his  own  words, 
“bead  coach’’  of  the  party,  the 
mutiny  farther  erodes  his  au- 
thority in  the  long  term,  com- 
ing as  it  does  in  the  slip- 
stream of  several  scandals. 

The  Republican  leader  fell 
foul  of  public  opinion  and 
many  colleagues  when  he  ac- 
cepted $4  million  from  Rupert 
Murdoch  as  payment  for  a 
book.  He  was  further  dam- 
aged  by  the  revelation  that  he 
had  accepted  undeclared  con- 
tributions to  his  campaign 
funds. 

Rank  and  file  rebels  are  be- 
lieved too  weak  to  topple  Mr 
Gingrich  before  any  deed  with 
the  White  House  over  a bal- 
anced-budget package,  which 
involves  the  tax  cuts  Jong 
cherished  by  Republicans. 

Mr  Gingrich’s  spokes- 
woman Christine  Martin 
said:  “The  Speaker  would  pre- 
fer to  stay  focused  as  a united 
team  ...  It  is  his  preference 
today  not  to  hold  a special 
conference,  and  that  we  not 
challenge  the  leadership.” 


Arms  treaty 
adjusted 

The  30  countries  party  to  the 
Conventional  Forces  in 
Europe  Treaty  agreed  in  prin- 
ciple yesterday  to  adapt  the 
treaty  to  the  post-cold-war 
era,  a White  House  arms  con- 
trol expert  said. 

They  agreed  there  would  be 
much  less  equipment  permit- 
ted between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  Urals  than  under  the  orig- 
inal treaty,  according  to  Bob 
BelL— Reuter. 


UK  warns  Kenya 

Britain  said  yesterday  it 
would  reduce  aid  to  Kenya  if 
the  country  continued  to 
reject  calls  for  democratic 
change.  At  least  nine  people 
have  died  in  political  violence 
since  July  7 — Reuter. 

8 guerrillas  die 

Eight  separatist  guerrillas 
were  killed  yesterday  in  a 
gun  battle  with  government 
soldiers  in  Jammu  and  Kash- 
mir state,  the  Indian  army 
said. — Reuter. 
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Learn  now  but  pay  later 


Labour  must  prove  that  the  poor  won’t  miss  out 


IT’S  A bold  government  that  takes  one 
look  at  a major  cross-party  inquiry  into 
highw  education  — and  then  rejects 
key  recommendations  even  before  pub- 
lication. That  is  what  the  Government 
has  done  with  the  Dearing  report  It 
may  live  to  regret  those  changes  which 
force  all  but  the  poorest  families  to  pay 
tuition  and  maintenance  fees  by  taking 
out  loans  repayable  through  a graduate 
tax.  This  triggered  the  unusual  res- 
ponse yesterday  of  a Conservative  min- 
ister (Stephen  Dorrell)  accusing  Labour 
of  doing  a smash-and-grab  raid  on  the 
budgets  of  low  earners.  Dearing  had 
recommended  that  students  should  pay 
25  per  cent  of  tuition  fees  but  that 
grants  should  remain  in  place. 

Both  of  the  main  parties  are  agreed 
that  if  the  expansion  of  higher  educa- 
tion — vital  for  economic  growth  dur- 
ing the  knowledge  age  — is  to  be  funded 
when  people  are  reluctant  to  pay  more 
tax,  then  either  parents  or  students  wxQ 
have  to  pay  instead.  Of  course,  the  fact 
that  there  is  political  consensus  doesn’t 
make  it  right  After  all,  if  education  is 
so  vital  to  economic  growth  then  the 
extra  £2  to  £3  billion  a year  involved 
would  be  a small  price  to  pay:  even  if  it 
meant  we  would  have  to  forgo  tax  relief 
on  mortgages,  Tessas  and  Peps  or  even 
— perish  the  thought  — pay  a bit  more 
in  income  tax.  But  let  that  pass. 

If  taxpayers  resist,  then  it  is  right 
that  better-off  people  who  have  cap- 
tured most  of  the  recent  increase  in 
university  places  should  pay  for  life’s 
meal  ticket  Funding  per  capita  has 
fallen  by  40  per  cent  since  1976.  Gradu- 
ates, who  stand  to  earn  much  more 
than  unqualified  people  in  later  life, 
should  in  fairness  pay  back  their  fees  in 
proportion  to  the  rise  in  their  subse- 
quent earnings  when  they  take  a job. 
The  problem  that  Dearing  tried  bo 
tackle,  and  which  has  been  made  more 
complicated  by  the  Government’s  reac- 
tion, is  how  to  make  the  middle  classes 


pay  more  while  not  creating  an  even 
bigger  disincentive  for  working  class 
schoolchildren  to  go  to  university. 
More  poorer  people  need  to  be  encour- 
aged to  go  on  to  further  education  not 
just  to  satisfy  equality  of  opportunity  — 
though  that  would  he  reason  enough  — 
but  also  to  make  the  best  use  of  the 
economy’s  resources.  At  a time  of  in- 
creasing global  competition  when 
higher  proportions  of  children  in  the 
Asian  Tiger  economies  are  entering 
higher  education  than  here,  it  is  vital  to 
maximise  our  potential:  that  means 
attracting  more  people  with  potential 
from  poorer  backgrounds  who  cur- 
rently foil  by  the  wayside.  It  is  not  easy 
to  see  how  this  will  be  achieved  by 
making  it  more  expensive  for  them  to 
continue  In  education,  even  if  they 
don’t  have  to  pay  the  bill  until  they  are 
earning  a decent  salary. 

It  would  be  wrong  to  see  the  Dearing 
report  as  a negative  diagnosis.  Lots  of 
thing  are  right  in  Britain.  One  in  three 
people  now  enter  higher  education  com- 
pared with  one  in  18  in  the  early  1960s: 
Britain  has  one  of  the  highest  comple- 
tion. rates  for  higher  education  in  the 
world  (partly  due  to  fewer  drop-outs) 
and,  according  to  Dearing,  Britain  is 
“the  most  cost-effective  producer  of 
science  in  the  world”.  The  problem  is 
that  the  funding  crisis  of  recent  years 
will  erode  these  benefits  unless  alterna- 
tive sources  of  finance  are  tapped.  It 
may  be  that  further  consideration  will 
show  that  Labour’s  modifications  are 
not  as  bad  as  they  look.  Ministers  still 
have  time,  before  they  commit  their 
official  reaction  to  a white  paper,  to 
decide  whether  their  amendments  sat- 
isfy Bearing’s  criterion  that  individuals 
“should  not  be  denied  access  to  higher 
education  through  lack  of  financial 
means”.  If  Labour  doesn’t  create  real 
opportunities  for  poorer  people  to  im- 
prove themselves  then  it  won’t  be  able 
to  look  itself  in  the  face. 


Breaking  the  mould  of  politics 


Is  Labour  snuggling  uptotheLib-Dems  or  devouring  them? 


THE  AGREEMENT  sealed  between 
Tony  Blair  and  Paddy  Ashdown  on 
their  long  flight  home  hum  Hong  Kong 
looks  at  first  glance  like  a remarkably 
generous  gesture,  made  by  a governing 
party  with  a Commons  majority  of  179 
towards  a minor  party  whose  numeri- 
cal support  it  is  unlikely  to  need.  A 
cross-party  cabinet  committee  to  dis- 
cuss common  concerns,  starting  with 
constitutional  reform  — what  a refresh- 
ing departure  from  the  “bitter  tribal- 
ism” of  the  past!  On  closer  inspection 
what  has  been  dubbed  the  Treaty  of 
Novosibirsk  (the  Siberian  airstrip 
where  the  two  leaders  talked)  may  look 
a little  more  predatory,  a cunning  stra- 
tegic move  by  Mr  Blair  to  neutralise,  if 
not  devour.  Labour's  ancient  rival  on 
the  progessive  wing  of  British  politics. 
After  all,  they  now  have  so  much  in 
common  — though  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats' vocally  Old  labour  campaign  for 
higher  taxes  and  public  spending  is 
proving  an  embarrassing  irritant 
Neither  interpretation  is  likely  to 
prove  the  right  one,  any  more  than 
more  alarmist  scenarios  on  offer.  Wil- 
liam Hague's  Conservatives  and  some 
Labour  leftwingers  — most  vocifer- 
ously Tony  Benn  — see  Mr  Blair’s 
initiative  as  the  very  opposite  of  the 
pluralist  politics  which  he  and  Mr  Ash- 
down loftily  proclaim.  For  them  "con- 
sensus politics"  smacks  of  deals  in 
formerly  smoke-filled  backrooms  while 
open  debate  in  the  Commons  is  further 
marginalised,  Those  who  detect  a min- 
isterial desire  to  stifle  discussion 


Let  there  be  nationwide  rejoicing 

The  rout  of  the  carpetbaggers  is  a victory  for  the  community 


THE  LONG  SHADOW  of  Thatcherism 
has  lifted  further  with  the  splendid  vote 
by  members  of  Nationwide  against  the 
lure  of  a windfall  gain.  It  was  a vote  for 
rational  self-interest  As  the  Consumers 
Association’s  research  has  shown, 
building  societies  give  a consistently 
better  deal  for  savers  as  well  as  borrow- 
ers. But  this  only  applies  to  those  who 
genuinely  want  to  save  over  the  long- 
term, rather  than  collect  a quick  divi- 
dend. The  carpetbaggers  who  in  recent 
months  opened  new  accounts  with  Na- 
tionwide — forcing  the  society  to  sus- 
pend all  such  openings — were  uninter- 
ested in  the  rates  for  Instant  access 
accounts.  They  simply  gambled  on  the 
pro-conversion  lobby  winning  the  day. 

The  refusal  of  a dear  majority  of 
Nationwide's  1.35  million  members  is 
all  the  more  gratifying  after  the  reports 
of  a ‘feeding  frenzy”  in  which  building 
societies  across  the  board  attracted 
twice  the  deposits  of  the  previous 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


.V;'.?  I 


Paisley,  saints 
and  Skinners 


“THE  real  problem  for  Ian 
1 Paisley  is  that  if  Northern 


I Paisley  is  that  if  Northern 
Ireland  settles  down  to  being 
an  ordinary,  peaceful  commu- 
nity he  will  be  unable  to  play 
the  only  role  he  knows  (Find 
a way  round,  July  23).  He  has 
built  Ms  whole  identity  on  bis 
antagonism  to  Catholic 
nationalists.  Threats  to  our 
identity  are  the  greatest 
threats  any  of  us  can  face. 
Perhaps  Tony  and  Mo  should 
call  in  a team  of  therapists  to 
help  ten  Paisley  and  his  Ok  cm 
both  sides  of  the  divide  find  a 
new  identity  in  a peaceful 
Ireland. 

Dorothy  Rowe. 

Highbury  Grove, 

London  N5. 


RICHARD  Skinner  (Letters, 
July  23)  asks:  “Would  this 


within  Labour’s  ranks  ( constructive  de- 
bate remains  acceptable,  Mr  Blair  as- 
sured MPs  yesterday)  will  complain  of 
ftuther  centralisation.  Speaker  Booth- 
royd  also  makes  plain  her  displeasure 
when  she  thinks  this  government  is 
bypassing  the  Commons. 

They  have  a point  So  do  Labour 
| ministers  and  senior  Liberal  Democrat 
; tribatists  who  privately  purse  their  lips 
in  disapproval.  Where  will  it  all  end? 

I That  is  a better  question  to  which  the 
answer  is  "No  one  knows.”  The  new 
consultative  committee  of  the  cabinet, 
to  be  chaired  by  Mr  Blair  with  five 
Labour  colleagues  and  five  Lib  Dems  in 
attendance,  is  about  a more  strategic 
Blairite  ambition:  to  break  the  mould  of 
British  politics. 

The  proposition  abounds  with  pitfalls 
and  paradox.  It  is  a top-down  initiative 
to  devolve  more  power  to  the  regions 
and  the  electorate,  over  which  the  new 
committee  could  easily  come  to  Wows. 
If  Mr  Blair  concedes  PR  (and  voters 
concur  in  the  referendum)  will  that 
draw  the  two  parties  into  closer  habits 
of  cooperation,  leading  to  eventual 
merger?  It  is  the  scenario  Lord  Jenkins 
let  slip  last  winter.  Or  will  it  force  them 
apart,  split  the  Tory  Party  and  give 
Labour’s  bitter  tribalists  a new  lease  of 
life?  Such  things  do  happen  in  PR 
systems.  Whatever  the  long-term  out- 
come, this  week’s  announcement  was 
that  rare  event,  an  unleaked  surprise. 
Life  is  never  dull  under  New  Labour. 
Let  us  hope  Mr  Ashdown’s  Tiggerish 
influence  will  make  it  even  livelier. 


FlJuly  23)  asks:  “Would  this 
be  the  same  Augustine  who 
prayed  ‘Gtve  me  chastity  — 
but  not  yet”  Well  no,  actu- 
ally. That  was  St  Augustine  of 

Hippo  (fourth  century)  not 
Augustine  of  Canterbury  who 
arrived  three  centuries  later. 
But  hold  on  — Skinner: 
wasn't  it  he  who  said  “Educa- 
tion Is  what  survives  whan 
what  has  been  learned  has 
been  forgotten?”  Nice  try,  Mr 
S. 

(Dr)  Paula  Clifford. 
Magdalen  College, 

Oxford  0X2  SEP. 


IAN  Paisley  and  friends; 
Taliban;  milk-drinking  dis- 


month  — the  highest  sum  for  a year. 
The  high  Nationwide  vote,  initially  in- 
terpreted as  favouring  the  pro-conver- 
sion  cause,  turned  out  to  be  exactly  the 
opposite.  The  erratic  behaviour  of 
Michael  Hardera,  leader  of  the  rebels 
standing  for  election  to  the  board,  and 
the  mixed  fortunes  of  the  free  shares 
issued  by  the  demutualised  Woolwich, 
may  have  had  some  effect  But  a 70  per 
cent  vote  in  favour  must  reflect  a 
deeper  commitment  to  the  status  quo. 

It  also  reflects  a more  subtle  change 
in  the  popular  climate  where  the  naked 
greed  of  the  1980s  is  less  acceptable. 
Those  who  rushed  to  buy  shares  in  the 
early  privatised  industries  were  ap- 
plauded for  their  enterprise  and  their 
action  was  cloaked  in  the  phoney  rheto- 
ric of  a share-owning  democracy.  Today 
public  opinion  takes  a cooler  look  and 
there  are  no  illusions  about  motives. 
Society,  Mrs  T,  is  no  longer  dead:  long 
live  the  Nationwide  Building  Society. 


Rape  by  any  other  name  SSiSS0 


DECCA  Altkeohead  ar- 
gues In  favour  of  the 
media’s  right  to  iden- 


THE  high  acquittal  rate  of 
probable  offenders  is  a 


I Taliban;  milk-drinking  dis- 
senters in  Russia,-  the  Dean  of 
Lincoln;  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  his  mistress;  St  Augus- 
tine ...  what  meaningless 
lives  we  atheists  lead. 

Rodney  Banks. 

Fulham  St  Mary, 

Diss,  Norfolk- 


tify  those  accused  of  sexual 
offences  prior  to  conviction 
(Don’t  change  the  law  because 
of  the  professor,  July  23).  Two 
years  ago,  a male  friend  was 
accused  of  rape  in  the  Mid- 
lands. The  police,  impressed 
at  the  extent  of  alibi  evidence. 
Initially  pot  no  charges  but  a 
prosecution  for  rape  was  later 
directed. 

The  accused  was  Identified 
in  the  press  by  name,  age,  oc- 
cupation and  address,  and 
considerable  coverage  was 
given  to  the  first  two  days  of 
the  trial,  during  which  the 
prosecution  outlined  their 
case.  The  third  day,  given 
over  to  defence  witnesses, 
went  largely  unreported.  Nor 
did  the  jury’s  speedy  decision 
to  acquit  receive  any  press 
coverage  other  than  a single 
paragraph  in  one  local  paper. 

The  victim  was  raped  — 
though  not  by  the  accused  — 
and  her  right  to  anonymity 

was  quite  properly  observed. 
But  my  wrongly  accused 
friend  did  not  get  his  “inno- 
cence splashed  across  every 
front  page”,  as  Ms  Aitkenhead 
suggests.  Two  years  later,  my 
friend  remains  a social  out- 
cast, avoided  by  women  in  the 
street  and  shunned  by  poten- 
tial employers.  Is  this  the  jus- 
tice Ms  Aitkenhead  seeks? 
Create  two  victims  because 
otherwise  the  stray  might  be  a 
“not  very  rewarding  read”. 
Paula  Dickinson. 

Malone  Mews, 

Belfast  BT9  7DR. 


m probable  offenders  Is  a 
severe  problem;  one  that 
should  not — and  cannot -—be 
addressed  by  imposing  an 
extra-legal  punishment  upon 
all  who  are  accused.  Ms  Ait- 
keoheatTs  argument  that  this 
treatment  proceeds  directly 
from  the  heinous  nature  ofthe 
offence  is  specious.  Naming  a 
defendant  either  anticipates  a 
Judgement  or  rails  against 
I one,  but  it  does  not  reserve  the 
truth  either  way.  It  is  at  best  a 
punitive,  spiteful  device  to  put 
right  a different  wrong. 

Jim  McDermott. 

South  Cerney, 

Gloucestershire  GL7. 


DECCA  Aitkenhead  does 
Prof  Cottlngbam  an  injus- 
tice when  she  contuses  the 
legal  process  with  tbe  report- 
ing of  It.  That  a person 
“wrongly  accused  of  a sexual 
crime”  might  get  their  "inno- 
cence splashed  across  every 
front  page  at  the  end  of  it  all11 
is  a poor  argument  in  firraur 
of  unequal  treatment.  The 
moral  mire  of  victlmhood 
should  not  determine  the  due 
process  of  law,  even  when  the 
Dally  Mail  backs  the  accused. 
Stephen  Bowler. 

Eastwood  Road.  

Sheffield  Sll. 


\/OUR  obituary  of  Vincent 
Y Hanna  (July  241  onto. the 


■SEARCHED  in  vain  forindl- 
■cations  of  objectivity  in 


WOMEN  may  under- 
report rape;  If  they  do 


■cations  of  objectivity  in 
Decca  Aitbmhead’s  comments 
rax  tbe  trial  of  Professor  John 
Cottingham,  which  she  de- 
scribed as  “curious"  (meaning 
"strange”).  Here  was  a 
“respectahle,  middle-class”  de- 
fendant who  “dearly”  took  bis 
reputation  seriously  and 
whose  powerful  resources 
were  ranged  against  two  hap- 
less women.  Ms  Aitkenhead 
reluctantly  concedes  that  the 
professor  might  feel  “hard 
done  by"-  I have  to  own  to 
being  driven  to  the  opposite 
conclusion  to  Ms  Aitkenhead: 
that,  on  balance,  anonymity  of 
both  parties  in  these  cases  is 
desirable.  I could  forego  the 
“very  rewarding  read”  which 
the  alternative  is  said  to 
provide. 

Sydney  Gibson. 

Hawksdown, 

Walmer  Deal,  Kent 


VV  report  rape;  If  they  do 
It’s  due  to  Its  perception  as  a 
unique  crime.  Tbe  more  rape 
Is  treated  as  a special  case  in 
law  the  more  women  will  be 
encouraged  to  perceive  ft  as 
such.  There  is  no  reason  for 
women  who  ham  been  raped 
to  fed  guilty  about  being 
assaulted.  ■ • 

By  preserving  anomymfty, 
for  whatever  motive,  we  en- 
courage them  to  fed  different 
from  the  victims  of  other 
crimes.  Rape  should  be  prose- 
cuted In  the  same  way  as  any 
other  criminal  case;  neither 
defendant  nor  complainant 
should  be  anonymous. 

Sara  Hlnchlifle. 

Graduate  Research  Centre 
in  the  Social  Sciences.  - 
University  of  Sussex. 

Brighton  BNl. 


We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  mors  likely  to  appear. 
Please  supply  a hill  address. 


SO  Sue  Wilks  wants  to  be 
awarded  a Mistress  as  op- 


O awarded  a Mistress  as  op- 
posed to  a Masters  degree 
(SideLines,  July  22)?  Concor- 
dia University  In  Montreal 
coined  a new  term:  Magistrar- 
iate  (I  think  that  Is  the  spell- 
ing not  to  OED  yet), 

Grendon  Haines. 

33  Herga  Court 
Sudbury  Hat 
Harrow  HA1 3RS. 


/W  OTHtSiS 
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H&ABINfCLeV- 

REDEVaoPMENT 


Stage  fright 


SURELY  your  repent  on 
Stagecoach’s  tripling  of 


OURELY  Sue  WRks  has 
Omissed  the  point  of  a Mas- 
ter’s degree,  to  that  It  is  to 
show  that  one  has  mastered 
one’s  subject?  The  point 
would  have  been  better  made 
when  she  was  awarded  her 
Bachelor’s  Degree,  hut  no 
doubt  the  idea  of  Spinster  of 
Arts  is  too  repugnant  for  even 
the  most  ardent  of  feminists. 
Jon  Wilson. 

Wflmstow  Road,  I 

Wfthlngton,  I 

i Manchester.  1 


Headingley  to  tackle  lager  louts 


BRIAN  Wraightis  article 
(Why  I bate  Headingley. 


I FIND  your  use  of  the  word 
carpetbaggers  to  describe 


I carpetbaggers  to  describe 
building  society  investors 
looking  for  a quick  profit 
most  intriguing  (D-day  for 

building  societies  nationwide, 
July  23).  What  is  the  differ- 
ence between  a carpetbagger 
and  a canny  Investor?  Is  there 
the  suggestion  here  that  only 
people  who  agree  with  the 
principles  on  which  handing 
societies  were  founded  should 
morally  be  allowed  to  Invest 
with  them? 

Peter  Mapleston. 
VlaperFosseuo4, 

1 1-280X0  Colazza  (No), 

Italy. 


D(Why  I bate  Headingley, 
July  13)  appeared  only  days 
before  publication  by  us  of  ex- 
citing plans  for  comprehen- 
sive redevelopment 
The  problem,  with  Heading- 
ley  is  not  that  our  main  prior- 
ity is  summer  rugby  league 
and  it  is  largely  a matter  of 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
Headingley  is  any  better  or 
worse  than  tbe  other  Test 
Match  grounds.  But  it  ill  be- 
comes supporters  of  the  York- 
shire County  Cridket  Club’s 
attempts  to  move  from  Hea- 
dingley to  blame  Leeds 
Cricket,  Football  & Athletics 
for  the  state  of  tbe  ground 
when  the  dub  has  vetoed  at- 
tempts to  improve  it 
It  is  also  unhelpful  to  leave 
the  impression  that  going  to  a 


test  match  is  all  about  how 
much  alcohol  can  be  smuggled 
into  the  ground.  If  Mr 
Wraight  thinks  playing  test 
cricket  at  an  alternative  York- 
shire location  wBl  solve  the 
problems,  he  is  very  naive. 
The  footbaB-shirted  cricket 
fens  of  Leeds,  Newcastle,  Sun- 
derland and  Sheffield  win  be 
able  to  find  their  way  to  the 
ground  a nd  will  not  have  lost 
their  appetites  for  alcohoL 
What  we  seek  is  a modem 
cricket  stadium  which  will 
offer  a high  degree  of  comfort 
to  discourage  the  kind  of  be- 
haviour Which  right-thinking 
cricket  fens  deplore. 

Paul  Caddick. 

Chairman,  Leeds  CF&A  Co  Ltd. 
The  Pavilion,  Headingley, 

St  Michael’s  Lane, 

Leeds  LS63BR. 


^Stagecoach’s  tripling  of 
profits  to  £120  million  (Rail 
ventures  whip  up  profits  at 
Stagecoach.  July  23)  deserves 
greater  prominence? 

Firstly,  to  allow  tbe  be- 
nighted victims  of  South  West 
Trains  (of  which  I am  me)  to 
see  exactly  where  stage- 
coach's- priorities  lie. 
Secondly,  in  the  vain  hope 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer might  see  what  other 
companies  he  could  have 
added  to  his  windfall  tax 
shortlist 

It  is  outrageous  for  a com- 
pany given  a £60  million 
grant  in  1996-97  to  be  allowed 
to  triple  its  profits  — whilst 
doing  the  very  minimum  (and 
( only  when  threatened  with 
fines)  to  provide  the  services 
| and  standards  commuters  ex- 
pect from.  SWT,  let  alone  the 
I company’s  other  bus  and 
coach  services. 

Richard  Goassardo. 

9 Cambridge  Road, 

London  SW2QOSQ. 


Y Hanna  (July  24)  omits. the 
story  where  it  may  plausibly 
be  claimed  he  changed  the 
course  of  history. 

Sheet  tan  devotees  MU  the 
story  of  the  1963  Darlington 
by-election  that  followed  the 
catastrophic  defeat  of  Peter 
TatcheU  by  the  SPfVUberal 
Alliance  in  Bermondsey.  The 
rumour  of  tbe  timawaathat 
should  the  SDP  candidate  to 
Darlington,  a man  ao  In- 
stantly forgettable  his  name 
escapes  me.  rfete  the  bud- 
wagon  to.  victory,  then  the 
union  bosses  would  unite  to 
dump  Michael  {foot  amt  fight 
tbe  tautttoent  general  eteettau. 
with  Denis  Healey  m leader.  « 

Hanna,  somewhat  unsym- 
pathetic to  such  a course  at 
I action,  laid  In  to  the  SDP chap 
with  a retention  vigour  that 
surpassed  even  his  energetic 
standards.  At  dally  press  con- 
i ferences  be  needled  away  at 
hb  inadequacies,  at  one  point. 
etching  him  pompously  ctoh 
demiting  job  lessee  at  a works 
not  oven  to  the  constituency,  > 
and  eventually  diverting  him  ■ 
[of  any  shred  of  credibility. 

[ The  result  was  a win  for 
I Labour  candidate  Ossie 
O’Brien,  who  subsequently 
went  on  to  claim  foe  title  for 
the  briefest  parliamentary 
i career  ever  by  promptly  los- 
ing (to  the  Tory)  at  the  gen- 
eral election  six  weeks  later. 

The  temptation  to  speculate 
as  to  what  might  have  hap- 
pened without  Hanna's  inter- 
vention is  irresistible.  An 
SDP  win  in  Darlington, 
Healey  taking  over  as  leader, 
a less  comprehensive  defeat 
■fin:  Labour  in  *83,  no  NeB  Kin- 
nock,  and  a narrow  defeat  in 
'87.  A comprehensive  Labour 
victory  under  tbe  leadership 
of  John  Smith  to  '9%  whose 
subsequent  expulsion  from 
foe  ERM  resulted  In  Portillo's 
Conservatives  sweeping  to 
power  to  W after  several 
years  of  relentless  and  united 
Euro-bashing  built  on  a per- 
ceived reputation  for  honesty 
and  economic  competence. 

So  among  the  many  de- 
lights he  brought  us  over  the 
years,  we  do  perhaps  have 
Vincent  to  thank  for  saving 
us  from  that  awfill  fete. 
Richard  HaswelL 
3 Farringdon  Street, 

Leicester  LE&  ORB. 


Tongue  in  cheek 


YOU  report  that  a woman 
on  the  Cameroon/ Nigeria 


I on  the  Cameroon/ Nigeria 
border  is  the  only  speaker  of 
Bikya  to  the  world  (Report. 
July  231.  Horn  do  we  know 
she’s  telling  the  truth? 

Simon  Gamble. 

35  Valley  View. 

Poole.  Dorset  BK12  SEP. 


A Country  Diary 


Road  plan  has  missed  the  bus 


THE  problems  faced  by  the 
■ roads  review  (MPs  force 


THANK  you  for  the  timely 
I Leader  on  nieht  noise 


I Leader  on  night  noise 
(July  22).  i would  be  delighted 
if  the  environmental  officers 
of.  Maidenhead  and  Windsor 
Council  would  confiscate  the 
747  which  goes  into  Heathrow 
around  4am. 

Charles  Griffiths. 
NorthburyLane, 

Ruscombe, 

Berks  RG109LQ. 


THE  Tate  does  not  sell  oven 
I gloves,  by  Mondrian  or 
anyone  else.  (The  Week,  July 
19). 

Celia  Clear. 

Managing  director, 

Tate  Gallery  Publishing  Ltd. 
Mfllbanh, 

London  SW1P4RG. 


■ roads  review  (MPs  force 
rethink  on  roads  projects. 
July  23)  highlight  again  the 
faults  In  the  way  road 
schemes  are  developed  and 
the  poor  priorities  to  trans- 
port spending  which  Labour 
has  inherited. 

The  public  Inquiry  process 
and  the  appraisal  system  do 
not  allow  proper  consider- 
ation of  alteratives  to  large- 
scale  road  building  and  do  not 
look  at  roads  in  a wider  con- 
text Many  of  the  roads  in  the 
accelerated  review  wfXL  sim- 
ply transfer  traffic  problems 
elsewhere  or  encourage  car 
commuting  Into  central  Lon- 
don (the  A4Q  and  A13)  or 
Bradford  (the  Cumbria-Brad- 
ford  package).  Others,  like  foe 
south  coast  roads  in  the 
Weald  and  Downland  package 
(which  are  to  feet  highly  con- 


troversial) will  create  a lot  of 
environmental  damay  while 
not  helping  reduce  traffic. 

Alternatives  do  exist  Mea- 
sures such  as  green  com- 
muter plans,  safe  routes  to 
-schools,  quality  bus  partner- 
[ ships  and  parking  restraint 
could  solve  many  of  the  traf- 
I fic  problems.  But  such  alter- 
natives are.  on  present  plans, 
likely  to  get  less  funding  than 
ever,  a rerent  government  cir- 
cular to  local  councils  said 
that  there  would  probably  be 
no  funding  next  year  for 
“minor  works”  or  new  trans- 
port packages.  Labour’s  inte- 
grated transport  policy 
should  start  now,  not  after  a 
White  Paper  to  a year’s  time. 
Stephen  Joseph. 

Director,  Transport  2000. 
Wafisden  House, 

10  Meftou  street, 

London  NWi  2EJ. 


THE  BCTRREN  AND  ELSE- 
WHERE, IRELAND;  Eight 
swans  a-sleeplng,  six  mal- 
lards a-swi  mining,  four  cor- 
morants a-preentog.  Some- 
thing  may  be  said  for  cities,  t 
saw  this  avian  routine  about 
six  feet  away  on  a small 
grassy  tank  with  a smaller 
slipway  down  to  the  river 
Corrib  In  Galway  city.  I stood 
watching  for  at  least  10  min- 
utes. the  cormorants  every 
now  and  then  standing  quite 
still  with  wings  outstretched 
In  the  drying  mode.  The  mal- 
lard males  kept  watcMUl  eyes 
on  their  mates,  circling  tbeir 
chosen  one  when  another 
mate  came  ioo  dose.  Never, 
to  spite  of  living  to  foe 
country  and  by  foe  sea,  have  I 
been  so  near  to  cormorants  — 
another  privilege  notched  up. 

from  this  western  sea- 
scape, over  in  royal  Meath, 
where  the  topsoil  is  15ft  deep 
and  where,  in  Celtic  htww  foe 
great  TaUteann  Aonach  (TeD- 
town  Fair)  was  held  annually, 
a different  mating  ritual  oc- 
curred. in  Lag  an  Aonach  (the 
fairs  Hollow)  was  a wall 


higher  than  human  brings.  In 
the  wall  was  a solid  door  and 
In  this  door  was  a hole  lim- 
ited to  the  size  of  a hand.  A 
girl  would  place  her  hand 
through  to  be  seen  by  a man 
on  the  other  side.  His  bolding 
her  hand,  all  that  was  visible 
to  him,  entailed  Uttir  living 


T&en,  by  a deed  of  separation, 
they  could  end  the  union  and 
try  again.  Evidently  liberal 
times  are  not  u recent  phe- 
nomenon! in  spite  of  etmtu- 
rtes  of  ploughing,  rtWWnt 

and  land  .transformation. 

there  is  to  this  rich*  fertfl* 
Meath  a sense  of  aneteat  mag- 
nificent* and  age-bid  gra- 
dousnesa  — lovwy  Tfiuatt 
grasslands,  mighty 
peaenftrt  river  waters.  JBackJp 
the  Burren  all  to  turfrt&saL 
the  whole  sw  hwvtag  toswd 
spurts  of  white  wares.  ® 
against  Ftomnv's 
Tower  opposite-  Snail  ©fg* 
slender  ash  bow  to  tha  egg* 
the  wiw  ttchstto  • ruby 
swing  vtotenforand  tiw.lR. 
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Diary 


Matthew  Norman 


G UESTS  at  Tuesday's 

Royal  Garden  Party 
mingled  with  a glit- 
tering collection  of  MPs  and 
ex-MPs.  Lady  Thatcher  was 
there,  ignoring  John  Major 
ata  yard’s  distance,  along 
with  Jim  Callaghan,  Roy 
Jenkins  and  Bernard 
WeatberilL  But  lo,  who  la 
fhto  former  titan  ofWest- 
minster,  smiling  graciously 
In  the  sunshine?  God  Air 
mighty,  it’s  Nell  Hamilton, 
■rifobfa  lovely  wife  Chris- 
tine! “I  couldn’t  believe  It,” 
says  one  eye-witness.  “They 
were  totally  unembarrassed, 
going  round  snuffling  sand- 
wiches as  if  they  owned  the 
place,”  while  one  guest 
shouted  “crook*’  at  him  to  no 
obvious  effect-  “The  way  I 
understand  the  situation,” 
said  a well-spoken  fellow  In 
the  Palace  Press  Office,  “the 
chidwhlp  has  a ticket  allo- 
cation and  hands  them  out 
That  would  have  been  be- 
fore the  election.”  And  what 
of  the  ramoor  that  a Mr 
Reginald  Kray  is  on  next 
year's  list?  “Mr  Reginald 
Kray?  Ah,  If  if s an  individ- 
ual invitation,  that’s  a mat- 
ter far  the  individual  con- 
cerned.” 


■■BODAY'S  Heritage 
I select  committee  meet- 
■ fug  about  the  Royal 
Opera  House  should  be  ftm. 
Giving  evidence  are  Arts 
chairman 

Gowrle  (fiirions  at  the 
poaching  ofMary  Allen); 
Genista  McIntosh  (forced 
out  as  chief  executive  by  Big 
Gran  Gum,  Lord  Chadling- 
tonk  and  Jeremy  Isaacs,  who 
— dkspite  being  elbowed  oat 
as  general  director — still 
reaves  a monthly  salary 
cheque  (a  feet  billed  as  “ex- 
clusive” on  the  Indepen- 
dent's front  page  yesterday, 
despite  having  appeared  in 
theTimes  chary  last  month). 
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magazine  reports.  Military 
analysts  are  bemused,  hot 

one  theory  concerns  poor 
motivation:  Taliban  troops 

stood  in  the  Mae  of  fibre,  wit- 


find  declaring  that  ifa  bullet 
hit  them  “it  was  the  will  of 

Am*". 


Why  Tony  and  Paddy 
are  stepping  out 


total  fraud.  Because  Mr  Blair  noted.  It  Is  reasonable  to  ex- 
has  as  little  interest  as  Mr  pect,  as  a result  of  Blair's  in- 
Ashdown  In  seeing  his  new  sistence  00  the  Armwaitta* 
committee  break  up,  the  Lib  being  established,  that  the 
Dems  should  have  the  lever-  commission  he  »i«n  promised 
age  to  stop  It  as  a prelude  to  the  referen- 

AD  this,  however,  is  by  way  dum  mil  be  set  up  in  good 
of  being  an  experiment  faith,  with  a leader  and  a 
towards  a larger  purpose,  brief  best  guaranteed  to  for- 
Tbe  purpose  is  dressed  in  no  mutate  the  right  question  for 


grand  plan,  no  blueprint,  hut 
is  decipherable  in  the  two 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 

Modem  myth  of 
girl  gangs 
on  the  streets 


a test  of  national  opinion. 
Otherwise,  nothing  is  de- 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


bren  primarily  a party  man.  House  of  Coounons.  The  radi- 
Tbe  new  Cabinet  committee-  cals  will  have  been  coopted, 
reflects  his  deep-held  convic-  and  this  la  certainly  a cost 


leaders'  inner  feelings  about  cided,  and  nothing  jg  prediet- 
politics,  which  lead  them  to  able  for  sure. 
ooaclusions  that  are  ambi-  My  own  belief  is  that,  with- 
tious,  risky,  uncertain,  for  out  a PR  referendum  in 
House  of  Commons.  The  radi-  from  cut-and-dried,  but  which  Blair  supports  reform, 
cals  will  have  been  co-opted,  whose  time,  they  think,  may  his  new  politics  will  eventu- 
and  this  is  certainly  a cost  now  have  come.  In  Ash-  ally  founder.  But  it  also 
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project  matters  Only  the  Tories,  opposing  down's  case,  these  are  seems  less  necessary  than  it 
moreman  his  party.- the  pro-  everything,  are  likely  to  be  summed  up  by  the  desire  for  was  that  this  test  should  take 
^ct  a cen™~lfittish.  Kit-  heard  from.  Although  the  potency  rather  than  side-  place  before  the  next  election, 
am.  congruent  with  the  true  Blair- Ashdown  concordat  lined  virtue.  In  Blair’s  case.  To  secure  Blair's  support,  it 
preferences  of  the  British  leaves  open  the  possibility  of  they  resect  a desire  for  two  may  be  necessary  for  h<m  and 
people,  to  whom  the  tribal  disagreement,  and  doesn't  in-  or.  better,  three  terms  of  gov-  his  party  to  confront  the  fact 
poutics  of  party  have  mani-  dude  the  committee’s  work  eminent,  to  which  end  he  that  Labour  is  about  to  lose  a 
lesoy  become  for  less  rde-  in  the  sickly  embrace  of  col-  foresees  what  most  around  lot  of  seats,  and  that  PR  gives 


vant  in  the  last  decade. 


lective  responsibility,  the  him  don't  trouble  to. examine: 


something  you  want".  These 
notions  work  with  another 
anxiety,  shared  by  neo4iber- 
als,  communitarians  and 
"ethical  socialists”  alike 
about  the  collapse  of  civilisa- 
tion as  we  know  it.  This  as- 
sumes that  the  genders  are 
not  only  changing,  but  con- 
verging. Families  are  purged 
of  fathers,  it  is  said,  and  with- 


O 


N Tnnariav  t «x  Tho  election  very  nearly  politics  of  the  matter  are  that  the  need  far  like-minded  al-  ran:  numoer  at  tnese  to  me 
t r»iTw Jzt,  JfP:  P”  a stop,40  what  Mr  BXacr  neither  aide  win  want  to  pub-  lies,  the  shedding  of  reliance  Lib  Dems  rather  than  the 

enured  ^as  Priming.  The  landslide  lidy  disagree.  If  Labour  in-  on  the  reactionary  Labour  Tories.  Such  Is  the  dire  state 

r centredeilishness  ended,  sists  on  a weak  incorporation  left,  the  possibilities  Inherent  of  the  Tory  Party,  that  may  be 

“ for  a while,  the  cross-party  of  the  European  Human  in  mobilising  the  great,  cen-  hard  to  believe  In  the  next 
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?r  cenfre-leftfahness  ended,  sists  on  a weak  incorporation  left,  the  possibilities  inherent 
for  a ^tilfi,  the  cross-party  of  the  European  Human  in  mobilising  the  great,  cen- 


them  the  option  of  losing  a Raotriv  nflmnhpll  the  traditional  patriarch 
fair  number  of  these  tothe  to  police  them,  boys  go  mad. 

Lib  Dems  rather  than  the  Or,  doomed  to  an  egalitarian 

Tories.  Such  is  the  dire  state  JA  MODERN  myth  has  and  democratic  deal  with 

nTtlia  Tnrn  PaMn  that  man  Ha  Haon  flffrtftnatgd there  women,  mpn  Rw»t  iyro^g(> 

^^Lisnt  a looming  crime  and  go  mad.  Or  women  do 


a' hanoenimr  'JL  *■««  European  unman  m mooinsing  me  great,  cen-  nara  to  oeueve  m me  next  «~wsnt  a looming  crime  ana  go  om  ur  women  ao 

canbe  I — °^al>-ties-  an^lous  ,to  Rights  Convention,  the  Lib  tral  mass  of  British  opinion  two  years.  The  perception  wave  among  women.  The  what  men  do  — - dump  their 


of  mj,v  promote,  drowning  them  in  Dems  will  have  to  sit  tight  by  means  of  a politics  that  may  dawn  only  during  the  spectre  of  girl  gangs  haunting  kids  — and  the  boys  and  girls 

nsrtiniijir  -rnfi*  •°?.w*lere  ™ seeming  inconsequence,  whether  they  like  it  or  not  transcends  party.  second  term.  middle  England  Is  a feverish  both  go  mad. 


partiimktr.  The  union  could  Some  ingenuity  was  needed  On  the  other  hand,  they 
oeswimy  foltowed  bydiv-  to  reinvent  them,  and  eventu-  win  he  at  the  table.  As  long  as 
HTSf-.  “ pai!L.0f  a ally  dreamed  up  an  ideal  mar-  the  Government  can  be  sure 

mat  naspeen  put  to  either  of  riage  of  form  and  function,  a of  a majority  for  anything  it 
~e„P“x]z=f'S’,  or  openly  dis-  Cabinet  sub-committee  on  the  wants,  what  in  reality,  is  the 
c^sed  within  them.  On  the  constitution.  The  point  of  likely  influence  of  any  radi- 


IN  the  creation  of  such  a is  in  the  offing  only  step-by-  Scouring  the  crime  statls- 
politics,  there  will  come  a step.  But  after  this  week,  we  tics  and  its  own  professional 
moment  of  truth.  The  new  do  know  more  than  we  did  evidence,  the  probation  offl- 
alliance  with  the  Lib  about  Mr  Blair.  Is  he  truly  a cers  association,  Napo  has 
Dems  Is  certain  to  present  pluralist?  Until  now,  what-  just  done  the  sums  and 
each  party  with  a question  ever  his  native  Instincts  doused  inflammatory  predic- 


The  revolution,  therefore,  fantasy. 


Scouring  the  crime  statis- 


nthm-  honH  constitution.  The  point  of  likely  influence  of  any  radi-  Dems  Is  certain  to  present  pluralist?  Until  now,  what-  just  done  the  sums  and  that  marriages,  not  families. 

cou1xt  P™10  importance  here  1s  not  cal  critique  in  the  Commons?  each  party  with  a question  ever  his  native  Instincts  doused  inflammatory  predic-  break  up.  And  such  anxiety 

Sia+vS^25He^IT  T ..  ^ committee  Better  to  be  in  there  pitching  about  electoral  reform.  For  were,  it  often  seemed  that  the  tions  of  lady  killers  and  gang-  implies  — even  if  it  does  not 

nhfort-  r matter'  win  do  as  the  single-minded  for  laws  which  some  minis-  Ashdown,  it  will  be:  how  long  democratic  centralism  of  the 


prime  importance  here  is  not  I cal  critique  in  the  Commons?  I each  party  with  a question 


But  this  angst  is  actually 
about  unruly  women  dump- 
ing men,  not  children.  As  the 


evidence,  the  probation  offl-  sociologist  Anthony  Giddens 
cers  association,  Napo  has  reminds  us.  divorce  means 
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m-iact  moaesty,  its  perpetra-  tenacity  Mr  Blair  has  shown  tars  are  already,  out  of  sight  to  remain  an  active  partner  party  machine  he  hac  created 

tors  want  It  tn  ho  anH  m in  naatnn  U-  (-h.  u 1 j, _* ...  . - . ■ - ..  . . 


ft  4°  be,  and  are  m seeing  it  into  existence,  of  their  leader,  working  to 
restrained  from  saying  only  Short-term  politics  in  no  way  emasculate.  The  first  itom  in 


in  ffflnsiiiniitmai  reform  with- 
out securing  a promise  of  the 


iKiuuuoub  uatuaiisui  i/1  uc  ■ ster  gals.  I assert  — a longing  for  the 

party  machine  he  has  created  But  Napo’s  research  con-  restoration  of  patriarchal 
was  winning  the  struggle  for  firms  earlier  worries  that  power  at  precisely  the  mo- 
llis souL  Gratuitously  admit-  more  and  more  women  are  men!  in  history  when  it  is 


aw^Sess P31  *"  eP"  required  rt,  yet  Blair  was  de-  this  category  could  be  the  Government's  best  endeav-  ting  Lib  Dems  into  an  arm  of  being  locked  up:  "A  harsher  losing  its  legitimacy,  even 

«™S,+h  depends  on  termined  to  exhibit  proof  of  proposed  Freedom  of  Infer-  ours  to  change  the  voting  sys-  government  shows  this  is  not  sentencing  climate  has  among  men. 

?nt  new  Pdlitica  he  was  at  mation  Act,  which  David  tem?  For  Blair,  it  win  be:  ex-  so.  He  is  taking  a risk  with  evolved,  even  though  there  The  correlations  between 

r ne  aeai  has  been  In  the  ways  talking  about,  a politics  Clark,  whose  baby  it  has  be-  actly  when  to  make  good  his  his  colleagues,  some  of  whom  has  been  no  discernible  in-  crime  and  masculinity  are  un- 

maxing  for  a long  time.  Tony  which  by  definition  eschewed  come.  Is  proposing  to  neater  promise  of  a referendum  on  detest  all  this,  for  the  sake  of  crease  in  female  crime.”  relenting.  But  even  though 

Blair  was  thinking  along  the  short-term  for  the  long.  by  empowering  a Labour-  the  matter,  and  bow  to  con-  a big  Idea  he  sees  as  instru-  Since  1993  the  female  prison  men  are  their  subject,  crimi- 

tnese  coUahoratiye  lines  well  One  consequence  of  the  dominated  Commons  select  duct  himself  when  it  occurs?  mental  in  the  decade’s  population  has  risen  by  76  per  nologists  have  not  analysed 

Deiore  toe  death  of  John  committee  is  that  the  Govern-  committee  to  decide,  In  dls-  Here  again,  the  truth  Is  scheme  of  things.  Not  for  the  cent  — compared  to  35  per  men  os  men.  They  have  not. 

Smith  and  ms  own  elevation  meat’s  constitutional  pro-  puted  cases,  what  official  In-  that  the  answers  are  anknow-  first  time,  it  turns  out  he  cent  for  men — and  two-thirds  according  to  Professor  Carole 


population  has  risen  by  76  per  nologists  have  not  analysed 
cent  — compared  to  35  per  men  os  men.  They  have  not. 


to  a place  of  decisive  impor-  gramme  will  not  be  exposed  formation  shat?  be  released, 
tance.  For  Mr  Blair  has  never  to  a radical  critique  in  the  Such  a reform  would  be  a 


able.  All  glib  conclusions  and 
predictions  should  be  ig- 


meant  what  he  has  been  say-  got  short  sentences  for  non- 
ing  for  a good  many  years.  violent  property  offences 


according  to  Professor  Carole 
Smart  taken  ‘‘masculinity  as 
the  focus  for  investigation.” 


Ewen  MacAskill  argues  that  if  the  Government  pushes  through  a parliament  for 
Scotland,  it  will  be  the  work  of  a reluctant  Prime  Minister  and  a lukewarm  party 

Braveheart  rewritten 


which  would  once  have  at-  This  is  not  to  say  that  all  men 
tracted  community  penalties,  are  criminals,  nor  that  blol- 
Profiles  of  700  women  in  ogy  is  destiny.  But  new  de- 
prison and  hostels  confirm  bates  are  flourishing  in  crimi- 


tbat  the  majority  are  Involved 
in  “survival  crime”,  fraud 


ndogy  about  the  ways  that 
crime  is  not  so  much  a pathol- 


A GOVERNMENT 
minister  earlier 
this  month 
thumbed  through 
today’s  white 
paper  on  Scottish  devolution. 
It  was  an  almost  completed 
draft,  missing  only  a fore- 
word from  Tony  Blair.  A col- 
league mused  over  what  Mr 
Blair  would  put  in  it  "How 
about  *What  a load  of  rub- 
bish?’ ” the  minister 
suggested. 

It  was  a joke  but  a revealing 
one  about  the  extent  of  scepti- 
cism within  Labour  ranks, 
north  and  south  of  the  border, 
about  devolution.  If  that  min- 
ister and  his  colleague,  both 
Scots,  were  publicly  asked  for 
their  views  on  a Scottish  Par- 
liament, they  would  both  par- 
rot the  Government  line 
about  the  rdtarm’s  obvious 
benefits.  In  private,  their 
views  are  very  different 
The  received  wisdom  about 
Scottish  devolution,  endlessly 
repeated  in  London-based 
papers  but  also  Scottish  ones. 
Is  that  the  Scots  just  can't 
wait  to  have  their  own  Parlia- 
ment. Various  politicians  and 
commentators,  reflecting  this 
week  on  doubts  over  whether 
the  Welsh  will  vote  in 
September  for  devolution, 
take  it  as  read  that  the  Scots 
will  bade  tt  enthusiastically. 

Polls  do  show  a steady  and 
substantial  majority  of  Scots 
in  favour  of  devolution.  The 
mistake  is  to  assume  that  a 
Yes  vote  equals  enthusiasm. 
If  the  poll  were  to  be  held  next 
week,  Labour  knows  there  is 
a serious  risk  that  the  tarn- 


C7WC11 1 1 1 jJal  L y and  theft.  In  84  per  cent  of  ogy,  or  a crisis  of  Identity,  as 

cases  the  women’s  offending  a context  in  which,  as  the 
H was  associated  with  drink  or  Australian  scholar  Bob  Con- 

drug  dependency.  Many  have  neE  puts  it,  “masculinity  is 
endured  extreme  adversity:  made.” 

L ■ ■ two-thirds  reported  physical 

■ ■ ■ and  sexual  abuse,  and  nearly  LIVER  JAMES’S  ex- 

80  per  cent  were  on  ■ Jhaustive  survey  of  the 
medication.  literature  on  crime  and 

Men  commit  more  offences,  its  causes  concludes  that  the 
with  a dramatically  low  turn-  andmoresetiousoffences.be-  most  dramatic  predictor  erf 
out?  As  with  so  much  these  fore  they  are.  locked  up.  The  violence  is,  simply,  being  a 
days,  it  all  depends  on  the  more  we  learn  about  men  the  man.  We  already  know  that 
Labour  Party.  more  we  uncover  their  undis-  more  than  a third  of  men  born 

If  Labour  wanted  to  kill  off  closed  experience  of  adversity  In  1953  have  been  convicted  of 
devolution,  it  could  simply  and  abuse,  too.  But  where  offences  not  connected  with 
run  a small-scale  campaign,  women  implode,  men  explode,  drink  and  driving.  The  Home 
enough  to  show  It  had  Ail-  This  is  not  to  repeat  that  ma-  Office  now  reveals  that  one  in 
filled  its  manifesto  commit-  lign  mantra:  men  are  beasts!  60  men  born  in  1953  have  been 
ment  but  sufficently  puny  to  But  clearly  men  and  women  convicted  of  sex  offences, 
ensure  the  turn-out  was  low  do  different  things  with  their  A 1995  Home  Office  survey 
enough  to  have  the  issue  pain  and  their  power.  Crime  of  the  statistics  admits  that, 
dismissed.  .and  the  courts  are  for  many  contrary  to  conventional  wis- 

But  that  is  not  what  Labour  men  domdins  to  display  both  dom  and  political  propa- 


60  men  born  in  1953  have  been 
convicted  of  sex  offences. 

A 1995  Home  Office  survey 


But  that  is  not  what  labour  men  domains,  to  display  both 
is  planning,  it  is  not  only  mastery  and  martyrdom.  ganda,  the  link  between  crime 
Dewar  who  will  be  campaign-  A kind  of  post-feminist  and  family  circumstances  — 
mg  non-stop  through  the  sum-  wish-fulfilment  — or  is  it  pre-  single  parenthood  — is 
mer.  The  Labour  machine  feminist?  — has  conjured  a “weak”,  while  the  connection 
which  won  the  general  elec-  crime  wave  among  women:  to  peer  culture  — other  men 


tion  will  be  brought  into  play  now  that  women  can  do  any- 
in  Scotland.  Margaret  McDon-  thing  mm  can  do,  theyTe  also 


crime  wave  among  women:  to  peer  culture  — other  men 
now  that  women  can  do  any-  — Is  “strong”, 
thing  men  can  do,  theyTe  also  But  gender  is  erased  in  the 
doing  crime.  So  men  and  crime  rhetoric  of  the  1980s, 


women  will  end  up  as  bad  as  which  has  displaced  indus- 
No  lp«?S  than  a third  each  other.  The  think-tank  trial  relations  — that  other 
1 Demos  went  further  than  context  in  which  masculinity 

of  Snnttfch  i a hoi  ir  Oiast  when  its  report  on  Gen-  was  made  — as  a dominant 

01  OCAJLUtjfl  i_4L>UUr  erafcon  ^ Freedom's  Chfl-  discourse.  Labour,  so  tough 

MP<5  arifi  ROP^ntinal  dren,  predicted  an  ‘‘epidemic”  an  crime  and  curfews  and 

ivii-ocnc  of  violence  among  girls  “over-  children,  is  so  coy  about 

' taking  boys  in  their  attach-  crime  and  gender, 

agh,  who  this  week  became  ment  to  violence”.  This  aston-  To  speak  of  it  of  course, 
Labour’s  deputy  general  sec-  ishing  prospect  was  derived  would  connect  mainstream 
retary.  was  one  of  the  central  from  focus  groups  in  which  13  and  marginal  mp^cdinitiaB 
figures  in  the  Millbank  teem,  per  cent  — yes,  13  per  cent  — After  all,  criminal  men  are 
organising  the  key  seats  strat-  of  women  said  it  was  "accept-  more  like  other  men  than 
egy.  Over  the  last  few  weeks,  able  to  use  violence  to  get  their  mothers, 
she  was  been  working  on  the 
Scottish  campaign,  looking  at 
everything  from  tactics  to 
telephone  canvassing.  A high- 
powered  campaign  may  be 
enough  to  get  the  Scots  out  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  save 

wntami mn But  DO  nnp  at 

Downing  Street  or  Millbank 
or  Kgtr  Hardie  House  In  Glas- 
gow can  be  sure. 

Labour  could  play  the  na- 


dren,  predicted  an  "epidemic" 
of  violence  among  girls  “over- 


on  crime  and  curfews  and 

children,  is  so  coy  about 


taking  beys  in  their  attach-  crime  and  gender. 


To  speak  of  it,  of  course, 


out  would  only  that  of  gest  outpouring  of  patriotism  to  the  Prime  Minister's  genu-  met  battles  over  devolution  tionalist  card  in  an  effort  to 
rouneil  elections  — or  fall  in  Scotland  in  the  last  decade  ine  irritation.  Many  Scottish  some  Scottish  ministers  lined  drive  up  turn-out,  but  such  a 
even  lower  outside  the  terraces  at  Scot-  Labour  MPs  also  acknowl-  up  with  the  Home  Secretary,  ploy  is  laden  with  risk:  inde- 

Scottish’ National  Party  land  games.  But  neither  of  edge,  off  the  record,  that  foe  Jack  Straw,  the  minister  most  pen  deuce  does  not  stir  the 

suoDorters  will  back  the  them  wants  an  Edinburgh  issue  is  not  raised  by  their  hostile  to  a Scottish  fears  it  once  did.  The  more 

nhinw.  but  Labour  support-  Parliament;  they  had  only  constituents,  not  even  during  Parliament  lftcely  Labour  argument  will 

cnange  uui  .uhuulu  a . _ .v.i.  j:.  j.k„  nnnaMi  ai.  f*  mao  a R/wt  ATictair  Tlnr-  slmnlv  he  that  devnlulion  im- 


SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW! 


Test  The  Amazin 


arearedividSA^asu^poin  goite  to  demonstrate  their  dis-  the  general  election.  Al-  11  ^.ar^L  AhstefrP^- 1 simply  be  that  devolution  im- 


of  my  own  family  and  friends,  I may  over  anotttor  Tory  vie-  £o°gh  Thm  DaW**™.  ^ 


proves  democracy. 

This  decentralisation,  if  it 
happens  — and,  despite  all 
the  worries  about  turn-out 
it’s  still  a good  bet  — will 


toembaxrass  the  Labour  less  important  now  that  there  tishLabourMRs  are  Pri^  ^ ^ 


are  enough  politicians”  to  “it 
cm  arks  of  nationalism”.  Most 


card  of  enthusiasm  for  Scot-  Scottish  Parliament  could  Braveheartlsh 


SSKSKS EE2 


Scotland  United  rally  in 


The  draft  maybe  since  the  Irish  left  in 
1920). 

dstance  in-  The  irony,  which  makes 


trios  north  of  the  border,  no  team  of  ministers,  there  are  side  the  Labour  Party,  are  the  this  shift  all  the  more  remark- 
member  of  the  public  ever  varying  degrees  of  enthnsi-  media  and  chattering  classes  able,  is  that  itwffl  be  imple- 

. . -n — - iv_  iVn  anort  haarilna  a enrnrlcp  in  the  mpntpd  bv  a Prime  Mtnifitpr 


eral  election.  The  square  was  Scottish  media,  who  reusnio- 
SUedwith  Lion  Ramparts  and  rensic  examination  of  his 


alone  as  a full-blooded  advo-  ation  in  which  there  Is  an  I by  a party  which  does  not 


Yes  VOte  but  [wholeheartedly  believe  in  1L 


& 


bias  are  a gift  to  today’s  stu- 
dents), and  avoided  study  as 
much  as  possible,  saving  our 

energies  for  those  panic- 
stricken  bursts  brought  cm 
by  exam  season.  We  made 
lasting  friendships,  got  used 
to  living  away  from  home, 
and  enjoyed  having  time,  if 
not  money,  on  our  hands. 
“Sometimes  you’d  have  sex 
just  to  keep  warm,”  says  a 
nostalgic  colleague.  Yon 
wouldn't  have  to  do  that  if 
you  were  doing  a work  place- 
ment at  an  firm  of  accoun- 
tants, and  the  world  would 
be  a duller  place.  “1  wish  X 
hadn’t  worked  at  all  dm-fag 
the  holidays,"  says  a friend. 
Of  course,  most  students  do 
work,  whether  at  a bar  or 
■ducking  rfifaflwyng-  But  they 
don’t  work  seriously.  They 
don't  have  careers. 

Students'  financial  wor- 
ries, wfcdch  might  have  eased 
under  Labour,  wm  now  get 
worse  at  the  same  time  as 


FREE 
15  day 
trial  in 
your 


FREE  with  purchase ...  the  hand-held 
super  compact  vac  worth  £79.  It  weighs 
only  41hs,  yri  has  immense  powee  It’s  a 
compamoo  to  the  uprigta  to  dean  all  those 
awkward  places...  upholstered  furniture, 
curtains,  stairs  and  cars. 
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• Comprehensive  UK 
after-sales  service 

• 3 year  guarantee 

• Free  15  days  trial  h 

your  own  home 

• Interest  Free  easy 
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SEND  NO  MONEY  NOW! 


their  one  luxury  — Hnu»  — 
will  also  be  squeezed.  People 
are  supposed  to  be  “down- 
shifting”, but  now  students 
will  be  forcibly  upshifted. 

No  more  sfobbins  around 
in  oversized  jumpers  and 
horrible  jeans.  Now  students 
will  spend  that  grant  — 
sorry,  loan  — on  nasty, 
nylon  suits.  That  sort  of 
clothing  sets  my  teeth  on 
edge  because  it’s  not  what 
you’re  meant  to  wear.  It  isn't 
student  clothing;  it’s  pseudo* 
work  clothing. 

Eventually,  we  too  bad  to 
join  the  real  world,  buying 
the  clothes  (and  ironing 
them),  and  doing  the  wash- 
ing up.  “What  are  you  doing 
next?”  was  the  constant 
question  during  that  final 
term.  The  most  frequent 

answer  used  to  he  one  that  1 'pfr^p*^twtrnit|mmftFAC«p»athu,FgEEPflCT(CTiat1ftB<w-im 
will  not  be  heard  nearly  so  | two  pip  ibe  postage -you  donee  occdmw. 
often  in  the  Brave  New  Era: 
a laconic  Tm  thinking  of 
doing  a doctorate." 


'■*'**"- 
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TiM  OutnOan  Thursday  Jtriy  an897 


Robert  Weaver 


MumeoOku 


First  black  voice  at 


the  White  House 


OBERT  Weaver, 
America's  first 
black  cabinet  offi- 
cer, who  has  died 
aged  89,  had  a long 
and  distinguished  career  try- 
ing to  improve  the  lot  of  his 
fellow  blacks.  However,  the 
conditions  Robert  Weaver 
identified  more  than  30  years 
ago  as  critical  to  his  cam- 
paign. outlived  him. 

"In  parts  of  the  Negro  com- 
munity” he  wrote  in  1963,  "a 
separate  culture  with  deviant 
values  develops.  To  the  mem- 
bers of  this  sub-culture  I 
would  observe  that  ours  is  a 
middle-class  society  and  that 
those  who  fail  to  evidence 
most  of  its  values  and  behav- 
iour are  headed  towards 
difficulties." 

Weaver  penned  those  words 
after  long  experience  in  the 
black  struggle  for  economic 
parity.  Bom  the  son  of  a 
Washington  postman  (whose 


own  father  had  been  a slave), 
he  Initially  trained  as  an  elec- 
trician. But  his  family's 
strong  academic  background 
— his  maternal  grandfather 
graduated  from  Harvard  just 
after  the  civil  war  — destined 
him  for  Harvard  and  econom- 
ics. He  graduated  with  hon- 
ours in  1929,  took  his  master's 
degree  two  years  later,  and 

his  PhD  in  1934. 

He  had  only  spent  a brief 
period  teaching  in  North  Car- 
olina when  the  newly-elected 
President  Roosevelt  ap- 
pointed him  a race  relations 
adviser  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior. 

In  this  post  Weaver  joined  a 
group  of  influential  appoin- 
tees known  as  the  president's 
black  cabinet.  Their  brief  was 
to  ensure  that  the  New  Deal 
applied  across  the  racial  spec- 
trum of  a still  deeply  divided 
nation.  In  1988  he  transferred 
to  the  Federal  Housing  Au- 


Kenneth  Neate 


Full  of  warmth 
in  tone  and 
teaching 


THE  Australian  tenor 
Kenneth  Neate,  who 
has  died  aged  82,  was  a 
leading  artist  at  early 
post-war  Covent  Garden. 
There  his  good  looks  and 
sturdy  tone  were  heard  to 
appreciable  effect  as  Don  Josg 
in  Carmen  and  Tamino  in  The 
Magic  Flute  during  the  resi- 
dent company's  inaugural 
1946-7  season.  In  his  second 
season  he  added  a raffish 
Duke  of  Mantua  in  Rigoletto 
and  debonair  Alfredo  in  La 
TYaviata. 

Neate  was  a schoolteacher’s 
son.  bom  in  Cessnock,  New 
South  Wales.  A flair  for  sing- 
ing and  acting  changed  his 
intention  to  follow  his 
father's  profession  and  after 
Melbourne  University  he 
studied  with  Emilio  de  Go- 
gorza,  the  Cabled  baritone,  in 
the  United  States. 

After  gaining  the  approval 
of  Bruno  Walter  — to  whom 
he  was  introduced  by  Lotte 
Lehmann  — he  understudied 
Tamino  with  the  conductor  at 
the  Metropolitan  in  New 
York.  He  then  joined  the 
Royal  Canadian  Air  Force 
with  whom  he  was  stationed 
In  Yorkshire.  He  remained  in 
Britain  after  the  war,  and 
struggled  to  establish  himself 
He  successfully  auditioned 
for  the  nascent  Covent  Gar- 
den Company  in  1916,  and 


Cheerful  to  the  end ...  Faith  Gillespie,  weaver  and  writer 


Jackdaw 


Unmasked 


McMAHON  knows  a little 
something  about  the  absurd. 
In  the  World  Wrestling  Fed- 
eration he  creates  it  He’s  the 
reason  this  show  is  on  this 
channel  and  that  these  people 
are  saying  these  things.  He’s 
the  reason  that  his  company 
employs  a 31-year-old  man 
named  Michael  who  wears 
leather  straps  on  his  head, 
calls  himself  Mankind,  and 
throws  a ball  of  fire  in  some- 
one's face.  That  someone,  the 
Undertaker,  is  supposed  to  be 
half-dead  and  refers  to  his 
fans  as  “my  creatures  of  the 
night”.  McMahon  is  the 
reason  that,  before  the  show 
is  over,  [Stone  Cold  Steve] 


Austin  gets  hit  with  a crutch 
and  knocked  off  a 15-foot 
stage. 

More  than  200  times  a year, 
in  arenas  around  the  world. 
WWF  wrestlers  perform  acts 
and  stunts  that  take  an  un- 
speakable toll  on  their 
bodies.  Bret  Hart,  39,  has  al- 
ready been  toldhe'llsoon 
need  knee-replacement  sur- 
gery. And  why? Because  in 
the  WWF,  if  your  character  is 
going  to  ‘'get  over”,  and 
you're  going  to  get  into  the 
main  events  In  one  of  the 
monthly  pay-per-views,  and 
you're  going  to  sell  T-shirts 
and  merchandise  and  get 
commissions  written  into 
your  contract,  then  you  need 
the  supportof  the  fans  (or  the 
hatred— an  equally  market- 
able emotion).  To  do  that  you 
need  the  support  of  the  man 
who  pulls  the  strings  in  the 
WWF— Vincent  K McMahon 
Jr,  the  man  who  bought  the 
business  from  Iris  father  and, 
according  to  ex-wrestler  and 
current  WWF  president,  Go- 
| rilla  Monsoon,  “took  wres- 
! tling  out  of  the  dark  ages". 
The  man  who  transformed  a 
15-state  travelling  roadshow 
in  the  north-eastern  United 


thority,  the  field  which  preoc- 
cupied most  of  his  govern- 
ment service.  But  during  a 
wartime  interlude,  while 
seconded  to  the  War  Produc- 
tion Board,  he  was  able  to 
pull  off  a remarkable  political 
coup  which  significantly 
breached  the  barriers  to  black 
professional  advancement 

With  the  1940  election  in 
the  offing.  Stephen  Early. 
Roosevelt’s  short-tempered 
press  secretary,  was  involved 
in  a fracas  at  a New  York 
railway  station  in  which  he 
floored  a black  policeman.  A 
vast  public  row  erupted.  At 
first  Roosevelt  wanted  simply 
to  make  an  emollient  speech, 
but  Weaver  told  him  firmly 
that  something  far  more  dra- 
matic was  needed. 

The  upshot  was  that  within 
hours  the  US  army  had  its 
first  black  general,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  his  first 
senior  black  adviser  and  so 


did  the  military  recruitment 
agency.  From  this  seed 
sprang  the  armVs  moves  in 
early  1945  to  integrate  black 
and  white  servicemen,  at  last 
committing  the  federal  au- 
thorities to  a symbolic  but 
highly  visible  disavowal  of 
the  colour  bar. 

Weaver  returned  briefly  to 
academia  at  the  end  of  the 
war,  but  resumed  public  ser- 
vice in  the  highly  sensitive 
post  of  Rent  Commissioner  in 
New  York  City,  where  a tan- 
gled history  of  municipal  con- 
trols saw  landlords  abandon- 
ing unprofitable  housing  on  a 
massive  scale. 

After  four  frustrating  years 
in  that  job.  President  Kenne- 
dy chose  him  to  head  the 
Federal  Housing  Agency.  The 
White  House  wanted  to  raise 
the  post  to  cabinet  level,  but 
hit  entrenched  congressional 
resistance  from  southern 
Democrats,  unprepared  to 


countenance  a black  at  the 
highest  levels  of  government. 
When  President  Johnson 
finally  managed  to  create  the 
Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment Department  in  1966, 
even  senators  who  had  earlier 
resisted  Weaver  confirmed 
him  as  its  first  secretary  and 
the  country's  first  black  cabi- 
net officer. 

His  principal  concern  was 
to  raise  the  standard  of  urban 
housing  and  to  break  away 
from  the  hideous  high-rise 
projects  scarring  cities  across 
America  and  precipitating 
the  social  problems  just  start- 
ing to  be  recognised.  “Con- 
centration of  higher  income 
families  in  the  suburbs,”  he 
wrote,  “means  that  many  of 
those  whose  attitudes  and  val- 
ues dominate  our  society  do 
not  see  the  poor  or  needy.  But 
more  important  cut  off  by 
political  boundaries,  it  is  to 
, their  Interest  not  to  see 


Struggle  for  black  parity 
Robert  Weaver 


them."  So  he  moved  the  de- 
partment's focus  away  from 
mere  construction  to  bring 
design  and  location  Into  the 
equation. 

He  offered  awards  Tor 
imaginative  and  creative 
schemes  and  tied  their  devel- 
opment to  the  parallel  cre- 
ation of  small  businesses 
which  would  bring  jobs  to  the 
neighbourhoods.  But  his 
efforts  left  little  more  than  a 
dent  in  an  issue  that  still 
dominates  the  country. 

His  wife  £Ua  died  in  1991 
and  their  son  in  1962 


Harold  Jackson 


Robert  Cfifton  Weaver,  admin- 
strator.  bom  December  29. 1907; 
died  July  17, 1997 


remained  there  until  1950, 
while  also  initiating  a concert 
career.  From  then  on  he 
worked  mostly  on  the  conti- 
nent, notably  in  Italy,  where 
his  Italianate  tone  stood  him 
In  good  stead. 

He  also  scored  successes  as 
Romeo  in  Gounod's  Romeo  et 
Juliette,  and  Cavaradossi  in 
Tosco  in  Paris.  By  1958  his 
voice  was  taking  on  more  he- 
roic proportions.  At  Karlsru- 
he in  Germany,  he  undertook 
Florestan  in  Fidelio,  and 
Tarmhduser,  to  acclaim. 

In  1959  he  was  recalled  to 
London  at  short  notice  to  sing 
Edgardo  in  Lucia  dl  Lammer- 
moor  to  Joan  Sutherland's  Lu- 
cia, in  the  performances  that 
made  the  soprano  an  interna- 
tional star.  He  was  offered  the 
role  when  the  scheduled 
tenor,  a small  man.  became 
indisposed.  When  he  arrived, 
Neate  quipped  to  Suther- 
land's husband,  Richard  Bon- 
ynge:  'Tell  Joan  she's  now 
got  an  Edgardo  she  can  look 
up  to!”  In  1963,  he  sang  Loge 
in  Das  Rheingold  at  the  Bay- 
reuth Festival. 

In  1959,  he  made  one  of  hLs 
most  significant  concert  ap- 
pearances. when  he  sang  the 
strenuous  role  of  Dr  Mar- 
ianus  in  the  legendary  perfor- 
mance of  Mahler's  gargan- 
tuan Eighth  Symphony  at  the 
Albert  Hall  under  Jascha  Hor- 1 


Debonair  tenor ...  Kenneth  Neate  as  Alfredo  In  La  Traviata 


PHOTOGRAPH:  LEBRECHT  COLLECTION 


enstein.  As  I recall,  his  voice 
rang  out  to  the  four  corners  of 
the  large  auditorium  provid- 
ing the  exact  answer  to  the 
composer's  inordinate  de- 
mand on  his  tenor.  In  June 
1965,  at  Montreal  he  scored 
yet  another  triumph  in  one  of 
the  repertory’s  most  taxing 
tenor  roles  — Tristan,  with 
Birgit  Nilsson  as  his  Isolde. 

He  finally  settled  in  Munich 
where  he  taught  at  the  Rich- 
ard Strauss  Conservatory  and 
gave  occasional  guest  appear- 


ances until  his  ferewell,  as 
Oteflo.  at  the  La ndesth eater. 
Innsbruck  in  1975.  He  is  sur- 
vived by  his  German-born 
wife,  Gertrude. 


Alan  Myth 


Alison  Baud  writes:  As  a 

teacher  it  was  not  just  Ken 
Neate's  musicianship  and 
sense  of  theatre  which 
Informed  a student  in  the 
most  natural  way,  but  his 
recognition  that  you  leant 


more  quickly  with  laughter 
and  buckets  of  conviction. 
(Playing  uncle  to  niece,  he 
advised  me  to  take  off  my 
right  shoe  and  carry  it  as  a 
candle  for  Lady  Macbeth's 
sleepwalking  scene  when  I 
auditioned  tor  drama  school 
at  the  age  of  16. 1 still  think  It 
was  the  only  reason  I got  in). 

Last  December,  he  was 
greatly  touched  when  a letter 
from  him  was  read  aloud  to 
an  audience  of  Cherubin  at 
Covent  Garden,  explaining  he 


would  not  be  in  London  for 
current  celebrations  due  to  a 
winter  of  old  age.  This 
summer  he  had  hoped  to 
attend  the  final  gala 
performance  at  the  Opera 
House  but  missed  it  by  a few 
days.  He  died  in  his  bed  with 
his  glasses  on,  writing  the 
last  pages  of  a book  on  the  an 
of  singing.  There  should  be 
more  tenors  like  him. 


Kenneth  Neale,  tenor,  bom  July 
28. 1914;  died  June  21, 1997 


Faith  Gillespie 


Craft  with  care 


yAITH  Gillespie,  who  has 
Bh  died  aged  65,  was  an 
■ American-born  writer 
and  weaver,  who  arrived  in 
London  from  Paris  with  her 
large  family  in  1973  and  lived 
here  ever  since. 

During  her  three  years  in 
France  she  had  been  active  In 
the  women's  movement,  and 
was  involved  in  defending  the 
Three  Marias",  the  Portu- 
guese writers  who  had  been , 
arrested  in  Portugal  in  1972 
for  their  book  New  Portuguese 
Letters  which  attacked 
women's  Inferior  status  In 
their  homeland.  She  trans- 1 
lated  their  poems  for  an 
English  language  edition,  and 
also  organised  a programme 


of  dramatic  readings  for  Lon- 
don's Institute  of  Contempo- 
rary Arts  and  other  venues. 
The  international  campaign 
for  the  three  women  led  to 
their  acquittal  In  1974  and  was 
a prelude  to  the  collapse  of  the 
Portuguese  dictatorship. 

When  her  marriage  ended 
and  most  of  her  family 
returned  to  the  United  States, 
she  took  up  weaving  seri- 
ously, contributing  a sensi- 
tive essay  about  the  craft  and 
its  problems  to  a Virago  book. 
Women  and  Crafts.  She  also 
took  up  printing.  In  1990  she 
produced  Poem  Prints,  a col- 
lection of  her  own  poetry, 
with  etchings  by  Canadian 
artist  Mary  Jo  Major. 


Following  a lifelong  inter- 
est in  film-making,  she  wrote 
and  directed  a wages-for- : 
housework  film  entitled 
About  Time.  As  if  these  arts 
were  not  enough,  she  was  also 
active  in  fringe  theatre,  writ- 
ing, directing,  acting,  and 
generally  encouraging  her 
younger  colleagues. 

Along  with  her  weaving, 
she  held  many  workshops  on 
spinning  and  dyeing,  with  an 
emphasis  on  natural  dyes. 
And  when  work  at  the  loom 
became  too  heavy  tor  her,  she 
began  teaching  in  a new  field  , 
— poetry  classes  at  City  Lit 
for  people  with  diffi- 

culties. Under  her  guidance, 
students  produced  astound- 
ing work,  poems  which  the 
college  intends  to  publish. 

Born  In  South  Dakota,  she 
graduated  from  the  Universi- 
ty of  Michigan  in  1952.  Her 


state  of  health  had  always 
been  precarious  although 
having  seven  children  didn't 
seem  to  interfere  with  her 
activities;  she  sometimes  said 
that  she  felt  healthier  when 
she  was  pregnant 

But  the  years  took  their 
tolL  As  her  health  deterio- 
rated. she  carried  on  her  jour- 
nalism from  home,  writing  a 
column  for  the  Oldie 
magazine. 

One  week  before  she  died, 
she  gave  a party,  and,  in  ef- 
fect made  her  farewell,  a 
cheerful  hostess,  she  sang  a 
Jokey  song  for  her  guests,  ac- 
companied by  friends  in  a 
ukelele  band. 


PrisdDa  Alien 


Faith  Gillespie,  feminist  writer 
and  weaver,  bom  September  27, 
1931;  died  June  29, 1997 


States  to  an  internationally 
recognisable  brand  name 
that  is  broadcast  to  more 
than  io  million  viewers  each 
week,  in  up  to  100  countries, 
on  five  continents,  in  eight 
languages. 

Of  course  it's  absurd.  But 
it's  supposed  to  be.  Pew 
people  in  the  world  are  will- 
ing to  take  the  job  these  guys 
do.  Is  itfeke?  the  fens  don’t 
care;  more  than  60  million 
have  paid  for  pay-per-view 
events  in  the  past  decade. 
Does  Vince  care? 

Leon  on  the  man  behind  the 
maskcfWWF. 


Least  the  product  should  en- 
sure some  fresh-breathed 
evangelism. 

Fresh  ideas  in  religious  adver- 
tising, from  Newsweek. 


New  Testamint 


A life-saver  of  a different 
kind.  Testamints  may  be  the 
world's  first  Christian  breath 
freshener.  The  sugar -free 
mints,  which  come  in  three 
flavours,  are  imprinted  with 
a cross.  “Our  goal  is  to  pro- 
vide a new  and  creative  way 
to  Spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  says  Testamint  pres- 
ident Bill  Tilley.  Each  12- 
pack  has  a Bible  verse  printed 
on  its  package,  and  buyers 
are  encouraged  to  “share 
your  Testamint”.  At  the  very 


Dragon  sex 

THE  courtship  behaviour  of 
leafy  sea  dragons  has  been 
closely  observed  in  aquaria, 
especially  at  Underwater 
World  in  Perth  (Western  Aus- 
tralia). The  male  swims  be- 
side the  female,  displaying 
himself  with  an  exaggerated 
“head-up,  head-down"  mo- 
tion. Sometimes  the  female 
reciprocates  with  similar 
movements.  Occasionally  die 
gale  approaches  the  female 
from  the  front,  in  an  upside- 
down  position,  as  if  to  show 
offhis  readiness  to  mate. 

He  becomes  very  protec- 
tive of  the  female  during  this 
period  and  will  chase  away 
other  males  that  come  too 
close.  He  attacks  with  an  ag- 
gressive, snapping  action  of 

the  jaws,  as  if  trying  to  bite 
ms  rival’s  fins— though  his 
lack  of  teeth  usually  means 

that  no  damage  is  infilled, 

The  next  stage  of  the  pro- 
cess is  even  more  bizarre,  be- 


cause he  is  the  one  that  actu- 
ally becomes  pregnant  (A 
similar  reversal  of  roles  hap- 
pens among  seahorses.)  First 
of  all,  his  consort  produces 
around  300  orange  eggs 
within  her  lower  abdominal 
cavity.  As  they  ripen,  the 
male's  tail  begins  to  swell  and 
become  wrinkled.  Fine  blood 
vessels  can  be  seen  forming, 
along  with  about  120  small 
pits  (or  egg  cups)  In  which  he 
will  eventually  carry  the 
eggs.  Then,  at  some  stage— 
presumably  during  the  night 
though  it  has  never  been  wit- 
nessed— the  female  transfers 
her  eggs  to  the  male's  tall, 
where  they  are  fertilised. 
They  hatch  after  about  eight 
weeks  of  incubation.  Young 
dragons  are  2.5cm  Ion  gat 
birth,  triple  in  size  and  ma- 
ture in  about  a year. 

BBC  Wildlife  on  the  lift  and 
loves  of  the  sea  dragon. 


things  differently,  in  1994. 
one  South  African  newspaper 
declared  that  “the  lives  of 
African  baboons  and  British 
civil  servants  are  so  sim  iiar 
that  the  baboons  are  giving 
scientists  a biological  expla- 
nation of  why  being  in  a 
lower  social  class  can  be  bad 
for  your  health. 

“For  a young,  inexperi- 
enced baboon,  bullying  by  his 

elders  can  ruin  his  health  in 
thesame  way  that  a junior 


Civil  baft>oons 


FEW  would  think  of  compar- 
ing a Cape  baboon,  with  his 
canine  teeth  and  rude  pink 
bottom,  to  a British  clim  ser- 
vant But  down  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere  they  see 


i 


Japan  s 
feminist 


Mumeo  Oku.  who 
jus  dW  aged  301. 
was  a lending  mili- 
tant in  the  battle 
for  women's  suffrage  in  1920s 
Japan.  She  founded  the  own- 
try's  first  consumers'  associa- 
tion in  a country  which  tradi- 
tionally put  the  rights  at  the 
consumer  last.  She  won  a seat 
In  the  Japanese  Parliament 
when  women  finally  got  the 
vote  after  the  second  world 
war,  and  fought  there  for 
women  and  consumers. 

Japanese  women  had  al- 
ways been  expected  to  stay  at 
home,  and  the  atm  of 
women's  education  under  foe 
Meiji  government  of  Oku's 
youth  was  to  create  "good 
wives  and  wise  mothers".  In 
1889  a low  was  passed  forbid- 
ding women  any  political 
rights,  was  followed  by  foe 
“peace  police  law"  of  1900 
which  prohibited  them  from 
attending  political  meetings. 
But  Oku  was  very  different 
from  foe  demure  Japanese 
women  of  the  national  Ideal. 
As  in  the  west  foe  1920s  In 
Japan  was  the  era  of  the  flap- 
per. modaan  gam.  “modem 
girl"  in  Japanese,  who  were , 
defined  by  their  short  hair 1 
and  long  legs,  and  of  the  new ; 
woman,  of  whom  Oku  was  a 
prime  example. 

Mumeo  Oku  was  the  eldest  i 
daughter  of  a blacksmith  In  | 
the  provincial  city  of  FukuL  ; 
She  studied  at  Japan 
Women's  University,  then  at 
a time  when  higher  education 
for  women  was  rare.  On 
graduation,  she  worked  at  & 
spinning  factory,  where  she 
was  appalled  by  the  low  pay 
and  harsh  conditions  for 
women.  In  1920,  she  Joined 
other  leading  feminists  In 
forming  the  New  Women's 
Association. 

In  1922,  after  much  lobby- 
ing and  pamphleteering,  the 
ban  on  women  attending  po- 
litical meetings  was  lifted. 
Oku  began  to  fight  for  women 
to  get  the  vote  and  wrote  a 
critique  inveighing  against 
the  “law  ignoring  women". 
But  the  1925  universal  suf- 
frage act  excluded  women. 
Oku’s  particular  concern  was 
to  improve  women  workers' 
education  and  conditions.  She 
founded  the  Society  of  Work- 
ing Women  and  the  Working 


1 Women'*  Hows  In  Tokyo,  an 
! education  centre  and*  ntogt 
for  the  tmporertahed. 

After  foe  war.  whin  wqvmo 
I were  granted  the  right  to  ran 
! for  Office,  Oku  was  on*_oc  io 
1 women,  mostly  distinguished 
veterans  of  foe  mamnent, 
voted  into  the  upper  bouse. 

She  founded  the  Housewives 
| Association  with  the  «bn  of 
reflecting  the  “vofct  of  the 
kitchen  in  poUtics”.  Angered 
it  the  poor  quality  of  foe  mods 
| in  postwar  days  — matches, 
only  otw  In  H)  of  which  w 

light:  tins  labelled  beer  when 
they  contained  hone — she  led 
protests.  The  gouctheri  wore 
aprons  over  their  khnonoe  and 
retried  rire  ladles  re  placards. 

In  1966,  she  was  tavtted  to 
China  and  the  Soviet  Union  re 
vice-president  of  the  Japanese 
Union  of  Cooperatives  for  the 
Quality  of  Life.  Oka's  bad 
term  as  a member  of  foe  upper 
house  ended  to  1966,  but  she 
continued  to  be  militant  as  (he 
president  of  the  Housewives 
Association.  In  the  1970s,  the 
Japanese  economic  miracle 
blossomed  at  the  expense  of 
the  worker,  yet  consumer  con- 
sciousness grew. 


\oSFO 


som  t 


OKU  led  a campaign 
to  boycott  Japanese 
colour  televisions  in 
protest  agakut  man- 
ufacturers who  were  selling 
them  at  a lower  price  abroad 
and  succeeded  in  getting  the 
retail  price  lowered,  spa® 
retired  at  the  age  of  so.  > 
Oku  insisted  on  wearing  ki- 
monos and  joked  that  foe 
could  not  afford  westam 
clothes.  “She  opened  the  way 
for  consumers'  movements 
and  rights  in  Japan,"  slid 
Teiko  Kihara,  etaOrwomart  of 
the  Japan  League  of  Won  en 
Voters,  “She  always  wor  a 
kimono  beautifully  but  «r 
mind  was  tougher  tlau 
men's.  She  was  very  dew  in 
expressing  her  opinion,  e'en 
in  front  of  men  of  high  stags. 
Very  few  women  could  Ho 
that  in  Japan  at  the  time.'' 

She  is  survived  by  a Jta 
and  a daughter. 


ford  westam 
pened  the  way 
s’  movements 


Lesley  Doaee*r 


Mumeo  Oku,  femimat  and  poji- 
dan,  bom  October  2S.  1895;  (ted 
July  7,  IBB?  j 


Clare  Hope  writes:  Don  Hen- 
derson (obituary  June  28)  did 
not  attend  foe  Royal  Academy 
of  Dramatic  Art  The  story  be 
told  was  that  having  been  an 
amateur  actor  until  foe  age  of 
38,  he  went  with  a colleague 
— as  a dare  — to  a Royal 
Shakespeare  Company  audi- 
tion and  was  taken  on. 


Birthdays 


Zaheer  Abbas,  cricketer,  50; 
Philippe  Alliot,  racing 
driver,  43;  Lynda  Carter,  ac- 
tress and  singer,  46;  Michael 
Coveney,  drama  ■ critic,  49; 
Robin  Cutler,  director- 
general,  Forestry  Commis- 
sion. 63;  Catherine  Destt- 
velle,  mountaineer,  37;  Jon 
Faddls,  jazz  trumpeter,  44; 
Robert  Farnon,  composer, 
conductor,  80;  Jacques  Four- 
oux,  rugby  player,  50:  Lord 
(Charles)  Hambro.  merchant 
banker.  6T,  Wilfred  Josephs, 
composer,  TO;  Martin  Keown, 
footballer,  31;  Nefll  McIntosh, 
chief  executive.  Centre  for 
British  Teaching,  50;  Edwin 
Mlrvish,  owner,  Old  Vic,  83; 
Les  Reed,  songwriter,  62; 
Ruggiero  Ricci,  violinist,  79; 
Chris  Smith  MP,  secretary  of 
state  for  culture,  media  and 
sport  46;  Sir  Colin  South- 
gate,  chairman.  Thome-EMI. 
58;  Nora  Swinburne,  actress, 
95;  Quinlan  Terry,  architect, 
60:  Barbara  Thompson,  jazz 
musician.  53;  Peter  Yates, 
film  director  and  pro- 
ducer, 68. 


clerk  can  suffer  long  term  ef- 
fects from  constant  pressure 
from  his  bosses,”  opined  Pro- 
fessor Robert  Evans,  of  the 
University  of  British  Colum- 
bia, in  the  Cape  Times.  "What 
worries  young  baboons  most 
is  being  yawnedat  by  a 
higher  ranking  male.  The  dis- 
playing of  their  huge  canine 
teeth  Isa  sign  of  intimida- 
tion.” In  Westminster,  homo 
of  British  civil  servants. 
Members  of  Parliament 
might  well  express  a prefer- 
ence for  baboons.  That  said, 
even  the  most  enervating  per- 
manent secretary  has  never 
been  known  to  indulge  in  the 
kind  of  delinquent  behaviour 
which  is  fast  making  the 
Cape  baboon  a thugglsh  • - 
species  apart 
Annabel  Heseltine  spots  the 
difference  betacendvit  ser- 
vants and  baboons,  in  British 
Airways  inflight  magazine 
Sigh  Life. 


Shop  stop 

IF  you're  not  busy  being 
hpm,  you're  tausy  buying.  All 
foe  ades  girls  in  the  flash 
boutiques  are  made  to  dress 
foe  same  and  have  the  same 


Hannah  Pop 
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Bank  backs  NatWest  board 


Notebook 


No  SFO  action  on 
£90m  trading  loss 


U«a  Buckingham,  JuQa 
ptncti  and  Dan  Atkinson 


THE  Bant  of  England 
has  ordered  the 
troubled  National 
Westminster  Rant 
to  resist  calls  for  the 
resignation  of  more  top  exec- 
utives in  an  effort  to  restore 
stability  and  confidence  in 
Britain’s  second-largest  high 
street  clearing  bank. 

Disclosure  of  the  Bank’s  in- 
tervention comes  as  the  Seri- 


ous Fraud  Office  reveals  that 
It  will  take  no  action  over  a 
£90  million  trading  loss  un- 
covered four  months  ago  at 
NatWest’s  City  investment 
arm.  It  has  also  emerged  that 
the  division's  former  boss 
will  walk  off  with  a hand- 
shake Of  about  £1  million. 

Derek  Wanless,  the  i»Mpf 
executive  who  recently  took 
emergency  control  of  the 
group’s  stricken  investments 
business,  NatWest  Markets, 
and  chairman  Lord  Alexan- 
der, have  faced  mounting 


pressure  from  NatWest’s 
shareholders  to  quit 
The  two  men  — between 
whom  friction  is  said  to  be 
growing  — are  both  impli- 
cated in  hie  hapless  £1  billion 
expansion  of  NatWest  toto  in- 
vestment banking. 

Investors  are  pressing  for 
change  at  the  top  because 
they  are  unhappy  about  the 
derivatives  black  hole  and  are  I 
concerned  at  the  failure  of 
merger  talks  with  other  finan- 
cial groups  such  as  Abbey 
National  and  PrudentiaL 
Although  the  two  top  execu- 
, tives  have  not  tendered  their 
resignations,  Insiders  suggest 
that  both  men  have  been  con- 
sidering their  positions. 

As  the  Bank.  — stripped  of 
its  regulatory  functions  by 
the  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown — attempts  to  stop  fur- 


ther fall-out  at  NatWest,  it 
refused  to  comment  but  said 
it  was  regularly  involved  in 
boardroom  changes. 

Meanwhile,  the  SFO  says  it 
will  not  take  action  against 
the  major  figures  In  the  deriv- 
atives scandal,  which  has 
prompted  six  executives  to 
leave  the  investment  harik. 

The  SFO  said  it  saw  no 
chance  of  obtaining  convic- 
tions against  NatWest  defen- 
dants. AS  Crown  prosecutors 
must  take  this  factor  into  ac- 1 
count,  but  there  are  fears  the  I 
office  — bruised  by  fi*V  over 
past  “high-profile  failures"  — 
is  keen  to  protect  its  64  per 
cent  conviction  rate. 

The  SFO  decision  was  also 
Influenced  by  the  absence  of 
direct  personal  benefit  to  the 
would-be  defendants.  “This 
was  little  different  from  other 


cases  of  ’mls-marking*,  it  was 
simply  larger.”  said  an  SFO 
spokesman. 

Twgtofld.  th«»  Securities  and 
Futures  Association  — the 
City  regulator  — is  ready,  will- 
ing and  able  to  tackle  both  the 
people  and  issues  involved,  the 
SFO  said.  The  spokesman 
added:  “We  believe  that  they 
can  deni  with  them  efficiently 
and  speedily." 

The  two  main  players  in  the  i 
derivatives  affair  — rogue . 
trader  Fapouis  Kyrlacos  and  1 
his  boss  Neil  Dodgson  — now 
face  SFA  disciplinary  action. 
Insiders  say  this  could  mean 
a lifetime  ban  from  working 
in  the  Square  Mile  together 
with  huge  fines. 

NatWest,  which  has  7.5  mil- 
lion customers,  is  expected  to 
unveil  plans  to  scale  down  its 
investment  banking  opera- 


tions when  it  announces  fig- 
ures in  early  August,  al- 
though Jt  is  unlikely  to  reveal 
so  soon  the  replacement  for 
chief  executive  Martin  Owen, 
who  left  last  month  in  the 
wake  of  the  scandal. 

Mr  Owen,  who  gave  up 
£200,000  of  his  £500,000  annual 
bonus  in  an  effort  to  mitigate 
criticism  of  his  handling  of 
the  Papouis  affair,  is  still  try- 
ing to  secure  a £2  million  pay 
off.  The  bank  has  to  honour 
share  options  owned  by  the 
Salvation  Army  officer  — 
worth  £500.000  — but  is 
understood  to  dispute  his 
compensation  claims. 

They  want  to  peg  the  leav- 
ing package  at  less  than 
£1  million,  as  insiders  accuse 
Mr  Owen  of  being  complacent 
In  his  supervisory  duties  at 
NatWest  Markets. 


Hard  heads  win 
over  soft  touch 


The  Hardern  effect 
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Jji  Nationwide 
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Grins  from  Nationwide  chief  executive  Brian  Davis  and  chairman  Charles  Nunmeley 
yesterday  after  beating  off  Michael  Hardern  photographs-  dav®  mamsbj.  and  marhnarqles 

Law  must  put  stop 
to  carpetbaggers 


Richard  Miles,  Roger  Cowe  and  Ian 
Wylie  on  the  Nationwide’s  demand 
for  better  protection  for  mutuals 


Nationwide  yes- 
terday called  for 
tough  laws  to  pro- 
tect building  societ- 
ies from  carpetbaggers 
after  disclosing  it  spent 
more  than  £1  million  in  de- 
feating the  dissident  mem- 
bers led  by  Michael 
Hardern. 

Treasury  minister  Helen 
Liddell  has  agreed  to  meet 
MPs  from  all  parties  next 
week  to  discuss  their  con- 
cerns about  the  fiiture  of 
the  building  societies.  Yes- 
terday the  Treasury  an- 
nounced that  the  beefed-up 
Securities  and  Investments 
Beard  would  take  over  reg- 
ulating the  societies. 

Nationwide's  chief  execu- 
tive, Brian  Davis,  described 
the  antics  of  Mr  Hardern 


and  his  four  associates  as 
“very  disruptive**,  but  de- 
nied that  the  society  had 
sought  to  Influence  the  vote 
by  installing  ballot  boxes  in 
branch  offices  to  give  staff 
the  opportunity  of  persuad- 
ing members  to  vote  for  the 
society's  preferred 
candidates. 

Top  of  Nationwide’s  wish- 
list  is  a law  to  stop  carpet- 
baggers seeking  election  to 
a society’s  board  with  the 
support  of  only  50  mem- 
bers. It  also  wants  a rule  to 
bar  members  of  less  than 
two  years'  standing  benefit- 
ingfrom  any  conversion. 

Adrian  Coles,  director 
general  of  the  Building 
Societies’  Association,  said: 
“It  is  wrong  that  a minority 
group,  who  do  not  have  the 


long-term  interests  of  the 
society  at  heart,  should  be 
able  to  cause  this  level  of 
instability  to  the  sector.” 

Generally,  building  soci- 
eties and  mutual  insurers 
greeted  the  result  of  the  Na- , 
tionwide  poll  with  Jubila- 
tion. declaring  it  a vindica- 
tion of  their  strategy. 
“People  recognise  that  mu- 
tual building  societies  de- 
liver real  financial  benefits 
today  and  are  wen  placed  to 
continue  to  so  in  the 
fixture,”  said  Bradford  & 
Bingley’s  chief  executive, 
Christopher  Rodrigues. 

Alastair  Lyons,  chief  ex- 
ecutive of  the  embattled 
NPI  mutual  life  company, 
insisted  that  a mutual  con- 
stitution was  advantageous 
for  a pensions  company. 

“Mutuality  must  be  bet- 
ter for  25-  to  30-year  pen- 
sion provision,  where  the 
priority  is  to  maximise 
value  for  the  policyholder," 
he  said,  claiming  there  was 
a clear  financial  benefit  for 


:fl®£ 


savers  with  mutual  pen- 
sions companies.  “Ton  can 
illustrate  graphically  the 
advantage." 

Mr  Lyons,  who  has 
worked  for  drinks  group 
HP  Bulmer  and  Asda  super- 
markets, said  his  experi- 
ence convinced  him  that  a 
public  company’s  responsi- 


bilities to  shareholders  was 
bound  to  diminish  policy- 
holders’  returns. 

“I  have  seen  both  envi- 
ronments and  I know  that 
yon  think  differently  if 
your  role  Is  to  maximise 
shareholder  value.’*  he 
said. 

Bat  Northern  Rock,  the 


Rising  pound  ‘threatens  exporters’ 


Meliatd  Thomas  and 
C«Aa  Weston 


STERLING’S  breath- 
taking rise  on  the  for- 
eign exchanges  accel- 
erated yesterday  as 
business  leaders  warned  that 
exporters  were  facing  the 

leanest  summer  for  five  years. 

Fuelled  by  City  expectations 
iff  further  Interest  rate  rises, 
the  pound  hit  an  eight-year 
high  against  a basket  of  cur- 
rencies during  trading  yester- 
day before  returning  to  just 
over  hair  a pfennig  above  its 
morning  level  to  dose  at 
DN&OgjO, 

llie  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce — unveiling  its  lat- 
est quarterly  snapshot  of  busi- 
ness activity  — warned  that 
sterling's  35  per  cent  rise  over 
the  year  threatened  to 
sqoee»  demand  for  UK  goods 
“road  by  forcing  prices  up. 

Ian  Peters,  deputy  director- 
gffleral  of  the  BCC.  said: 
“With  interest  rates  expected 
increase  further,  our  con- 
is  that  sterling  will  con- 
ttfcw  to  strengthen,  causing 
B%5lftomtdamage  to  the  UK> 
International  competitive- 
ness." 


The  BCC  survey  showed 
that  the  level  of  foreign  orders 
placed  with  British  firms  had 
fallen  to  its  lowest  since  1992. 

Mr  Peters  said  manufactur- 
ers would  start  shedding 
workers  in  three  to  six 
months  time  unless  the  pound 
dropped  back  to  more  compet- 
itive levels. 

British  Steel  yesterday 
added  its  voice  to  the  chorus 
of  business  leaders  urgh£ 
some  policy  action  to  coA 
sterling's  damaging  upward 
trajectory.  Chief  executive  Sir 
IriSjfoflht  told  Ms  comj«- 
nv’s  annual  meeting  that 
profit  margins  were  under  m- 

hardship 

fiCed  by  businesses  reliant  on 
overseas  sales  was  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  fortunes  of 

ffrsgft 

running  at  3 record  jev^ 
sate;  were  the  second  highest 

the  sector  was  also  near  re- 
domestic  demsmd 


apparently  riding  out  the 
three  post-election  Interest 
rate  rises.  Inflation  could  be 
about  to  surge,  the  chambers’ 

; survey  indicated. 

| Its  new  price  Indicator 
i showed  that  the  proportion  of 
service  Anns  planning  to  raise 
prices  over  the  next  three 
months  outstrips  those  fore- 
casting a cut  In  prices  by 
21  per  cent — compared  with  a 
positive  gap  of  just  8 per  cent 
among  manufacturers. 

Mr  Peters  urged  the  Bank  of 

England’s  monetary  policy 
mminittBi  to  be  sensitive  to 
the  effect  of  farther  Interest 
rate  rises  on  exporters  and  in- 
dustry, although  the  BCC 
agreed  that  the  danger  of  infla- 
tion talcing  off  agata  was 
likely  to  add  to  pressure  aa 
the  committee  to  tighten  pol- 
icy again  in  August 

He  urged  the  Chancellor, 
Gordon  Brown,  to  act  quickly 
to  dampen  consumer  demand 
and  release  details  of  the  Indi- 
vidual Savings  Accounts  an- 
nounced in  the  Budget  — suc- 
cessors to  Peps  and  Tessas  — 
as  well  as  offering  farther  tax 
breaks  an  savings  to  persuade 
people  to  hold  on  to  budding 
society  windfalls,  rather  than 
go  on  a spending  spree. 


George  laments 
bland  Budget 


Hlchard  Thomas 
Economics  Correspondent 

EDDIE  George,  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England, 
told  MPs  yesterday  that 
the  “jury  was  still  out"  on  the 
Government's  efforts  to  rebal- 
ance the  economy  and  said 
that  a more  aggressive  Bud- 
get attack  on  state  debt  could 
have  eased  pressure  on  inter- 
est rates. 

fo  his  first  appearance  be- 
fore tbe  Treasury  select  com- 
mittee since  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  given  control  over 
monetary  policy,  Mr  George 
was  asked  If  the  Chancellor, 
Gordon  Brown,  had  done 
enough  in  his  Jiffy  2 package 
to  curb  the  buoyant  consumer 
sector  and  help  exporters. 

"It  is  certainly  true  that  ff 
the  structural  fiscal  position 
was  tighter,  it  clearly  had 
an  impact  on  the  consumer 


sector,  we  may  have  bo  raise 
Interest  rates  less,”  be  said. 

Mr  George  also  expressed 

concern  about  the  continuing 
rise  to  the  value  of  the  pound, 
warning  that  to  join  a single 
European  currency  at  the 
current  rate  would  be  “most 
unwise’’. 

“I  cannot  explain  why  [ster- 
ling] has  risen  to  the  extent 
that  it  has,  so  I have  to  as- 
sume some  of  it  is  irrational 
and  erratic." 

The  governor  said  he  was 
very  pleased  with  new  insti- 
tutional arrangments  for  set- 
ting the  cost  of  borrowing, 
which  had  created  “the  most 
transparent  and  accountable’’ 
system  for  monetary  policy  in 

the  world. 

But  he  admitted  the  newly 
formed  monetary  policy  com- 
mittee. of  which  he  is  chair- 
man, was  feeing  difficult  pol- 
icy decisions,  partly  because 
of  the  Inexplicable  strength  of 


the  pound  but  also  the  impact 
of  £37  billion  of  windfalls 
from  building  society  conver- 
sions to  bank  status. 

‘“The  only  thing  we  know 
about  the  windfalls  is  the 
scale  of  them,"  he  told  the 
committee.  "The  more  people 
spend,  the  bigger  the  blip  will 
be  in  consumer  spending  . . . 
This  is  the  most  uncertain 
factor  bearing  on  consumer 
spending.” 

In  a mostly  gentle  guestion- 
and -answer  session  with  the 
MPs,  he  denied  that  the  shift 
from  the  last  government’s  in- 
flation target  of  “2^  per  cent 
or  less”  to  a central  figure  of  ! 
2Jj  per  cent  represented  a sig- 
nificant weakening  of  the 
monetary  policy  stance. 

“In  a strictly  technical 
sense  there  is  an  argument 
that  it  has  loosened  policy.” 
he  said.  “But  I think  it  is 
negligible.'' 

Be  conjectured  that  once 
the  authorities  had  won  more 
anti-inflationary  credibility 
with  the  financial  markets.  It 
might  make  sense  to  remove 
the  inflation  target  alto- 
gether, in  order  to  give  the 
Bank  more  flexibility.  “But  I 
can’t  see  it  in  the  foreseeable 
future,”  he  added. 


Edited  by 



GREED  suffered  a set- 
back yesterday.  To  the 
surprise  of  many,  per- 
haps, members  of  the  Nation- 
wide Building  Society  voted 
— heavily  — not  to  convert  to 
a bank.  The  Nationwide 
board  has  every  reason  to  be 
cheerful  it  demonstrated  it  is 
no  longer  enough  simply  to 
wave  the  prospect  of  a fistful 
of  fivers  to  front  of  members 
for  conversion  to  a bank  to 
become  a foregone  conclu- 
sion. 

Executives  of  other  build- 
ing societies  opposed  to  con- 
version would  be  unwise, 
however,  to  indulge  in  any 
“irrational  exuberance’’  — to 
borrow  a phrase  — after  the 
Nationwide  vote.  One  suc- 
cessful defence  does  not  mean 
the  end  of  the  carpetbagger. 

What  it  does  mean  is  that 
building  society  boards  now 
know  they  have  a chance,  a 
good  chance,  of  winning 
when  they  fight  back  against 
those  trying  to  push  them 
into  conversion.  The  Nation- 
wide vote  shows  that  the 
bufldtog  society  image  Is  a po- 
tent weapon.  It  shows  that  the 
members  are  prepared  to  ac- 
cept the  hard-headed  argu- 
ment that  a windfall  gain  now 
may  not  be  better  than  the 
prospect  of  more  competitive 
borrowing  and  savings  rates 
in  the  future. 

But  is  does  not  mean  that 
the  conversion  bandwagon 
has  been  derailed.  Further  de- 
feats are  likely  to  be  needed. 
Those  investors  who  piled 
their  money  into  the  Nation- 
wide looking  for  a quick 
return  will,  presumably,  be 
looking  round  for  the  next 
target  Societies  like  Birming- 
ham Midshires  and  the  Chel- 
sea, to  name  but  two,  may 
crane  under  the  carpetbag- 
gers* cosh.  . 

Supporters  of  mutuality 
will  argue  that  means  disrup- 
tion and  unnecessary  expense 
for  the  societies  concerned 
and  that  the  roles  should  be 
changed  — although  so  many 
horses  have  bolted  through 
the  stable  door  to  conversion 
that  it  would  probably  be  un- 
fair to  bolt  it  now. 

Even  without  legislation 
members  have  the  ability  to 
block  conversion  plans.  Yes- 
terday Nationwide  members 
showed  they  were  prepared  to 
do  so. 


Pound  foolish 


A MONG  those  with  canse 
ZA  to  be  grateful  to  the  Nat- 
m llonwide’s  members  Is 
the  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown.  The  succession  of 
windfalls  from  bufldtog  soci- 
ety conversions  has  helped  i 
fuel  a spending  spree  in  Brit- 1 
ato’s  high  streets.  The  pros- 1 
pect  that  such  windfalls  may  I 
be  coming  to  an  end  is  likely  I 
to  be  welcomed. 

That,  however,  was  about 
the  extent  of  the  good  news 


fourth  and  final  building 
society  planning  to  list  on 
the  stock  market  this  year, 
was  sticking  to  its  guns. 

Reporting  a 27  per  cent 
increase  in  half-year  pre- 
tax profits,  it  said  it  was 
"still  inevitable”  that  the 
larger  societies  would  even- 
tually convert. 


for  the  Chancellor.  The  rest  of 
the  day’s  economic  tidings 
were  pretty  bleak-  Retail  soles 
came  out  at  a more  robust 
than  expected  5.4  per  cent 
year  on  year.  Expectations  of 
farther  rises  in  interest  rates 
sent  the  pound  soaring  to  an 
eight-year  high  of  DM3.08. 
City  analysts  are  already  talk- 
ing of  DM3. 15/3.20  levels. 

Holidaymakers  may  cheer. 
After  all,  the  pound  is  now 
above  10  francs  and  close  to 
3,000  lire.  But  industry  is 
hurting.  According  to  the 
British  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce. foreign  orders  arc  at 
their  lowest  level  since  1992 
and  it  expects  manufacturing 
firms  to  start  shedding  jobs 
within  the  next  three  to  six 
months. 

There  is  little  Mr  Brown 
ran  do  although,  arguably, 
the  Budget  represented  a 
missed  opportunity.  Interest 
rates  are  now  determined  by 
the  Bank  of  England  which, 
while  conscious  of  the  down- 
side oT  sterling’s  strength,  is 
likely  to  err  Qn  the  hawkish 
side  on  inflation.  Events  in 
Europe  are  not  helping, 
either.  The  pound's  surge  is 
not  simply  a matter  of  rela- 
tively higher  UK  interest 
rates  but  is  also  a function  of 
its  current  “safe  haven*' 
status  — that  is,  outside  the 
first  wave  of  monetary  union. 

This  week’s  verdict  from 
the  International  Monetary 
Fund  that  Mr  Brown  has 
made  an  excellent  start  may 
yet  come  to  sound  like  a a soc- 
cer club  chairman’s  vote  of 
confidence  to  the  manager. 


Over-hasty  YTT 

A LEVEL  playing  field  on 
cash  licence  fees  may 
have  looked  optimistic 
when  Gerry  Robinson’s  Gra- 
nada unveiled  its  £711  million 
bid  for  Yorkshire-Tyne  Tees 
Television.  Despite  having  ar- 
gued long  and  hard  that  YTT 
paid  too  much  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  was  due  for  a big 
reduction,  the  YTT  directors 
had  come  to  think  they  would 
gain  less  than  they  had 
hoped.  They  therefore  sup- 
ported the  Granada  offer. 

But  yesterday's  announce- 
ment by  the  Independent 
Television  Commission  that 
it  plans  a shake-up  of  the  cash 
sums  television  companies 
hand  over  to  the  Government 
makes  it  look  even  more  as 
though  Granada  bagged  YTT 
on  the  cheap- 

YTT  pays  about  £66  million 
a year  for  its  broadcasting 
franchises  and  is  regarded  as 
likely  to  be  a big  beneficiary 
of  the  ITC’s  changes.  If  only 
the  regulator  had  come  out  of 

the  closet  a week  earlier,  hos- 
tile shareholders  who  argued 
that  Mr  Robinson  should  dig 
far  deeper  into  his  pocket 
might  have  found  a persua- 
sive ally. 


French  bombast 


I BENCH  reaction  to  the 
p—  European  Commission’s 
I decision  to  approve  the 
Boeing/McDonnell  Douglas 
deal  was  predictably  vitriolic. 
It  might,  however,  be  better  if 
the  French  authorities  de- 
voted more  of  their  energies 
to  the  creation  of  European 
groups  capable  of  rivalling 
the  Americans  rather  than 
demanding  protection. 


Venice  of  the  Midlands  ready 
to  pick  up  Eurovision  baton 


Sarah  Ryle 

THE  Irish  were  so  fed  up 
with  hosting  the  Eurovi- 
sion Song  Contest  that  they 
are  said  to  have  lost  deliber- 
ately this  year  — so  the  hon- 
our fell  to  the  OK- 
But  the  show  — expensive 
to  run  and  unloved  by  so 
many  — is  being  assiduously 

courted  by  Birmingham  to  a 
campaign  spearheaded  by  the 
city's  NEC  Group  of  venues. 

Viewers  will  know  that 
beautiful  and  historic  sights 
are  essential  elements  of  the 
broadcast.  Musicians  are 
filmed  to  soft  focus  around 
the  host  etty. 

NEC  Group  executives  in 
Birmingham,  up  against  Car- 
diff and  Manchester,  yester- 
day supplied  a list  possible 
spots  for  outside  broadcasts. 

“We  have.”  said  chief  exec- 
utive Barry  Cleverdon,  “more 
ranals  than  Venice.” 

TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Confidence  Is  high,  how- 
ever. and  NEC  Group  commu- 
nications director  Elizabeth 
Clifford  said  the  BBC  bad 
“made  it  quite  dear”  that  the 
National  Exhibition  Centre 
would  suit  the  corporation. 

The  Eurovision  cost  up  to 
£5  million  year,  with 
funding  split  between  the 
host  broadcaster,  the  Euro- 
pean Broadcasting  Union  and 
sponsorship.  It  will  reap  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds 

for  Birmingham,  though  the 
city  will  have  to  bear  costs 
such  as  extra  policing. 

NEC  Group  reported  an 
overall  deficit  of  £2.9  million 
for  1996/97  — a loss  that  will 

be  picked  up  by  city  council 
taxpayers. 

Although  the  main  centre 
— the  venue  for  events  such 
as  The  Clothes  Show  and  The 
Motor  Show  — made  a net 
profit  of  £12.3  million  the 
other  venues  in  the  group 
continued  to  report  losses. 


Australia  2215 
Austria  20.94 
Belgium  81  >49 
Canada  Z2SB 
Cyprus  0.87 
Denmark  11.40 
Finland  &S5 


France  10.01 

Germany  2.977 
Greece  487.00 
Hong  Kong  12.68 
India  59A4 
Ireland  1.10 
Israel  5. 38 


Italy  2£l2 
Malta  0.843 
Netherlands  3.34 
New  Zealand  2.516 
Norway  1235 
Portugal  300.30 
Saudi  Arabia  620 


Singapore  2.40 
South  Airies  745 
Spain  249.25 
Sweden  12J8 
Switzerland  242 
Turkey  251,530 
USA  1.643 


Supplied  bf  MorWMf  Bank  (etciutVna  mam  rupee  end  Israel  Mhekoi). 
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Airbus 


anger  as 
US  rival 
‘goes 
extra 
mile’  to 
protect 
$14bn 
merger 


EU  Competition 
Commissioner  Karel  Van 
Miert  announces  a key  last- 
nun  nte  concession  from 
America's  Boeing 
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EU  claims  Boeing  victory 


JuDe  Wolf  in  Brussels 


U COMPETITION 
commissioner  Kar- 
el Van  Miert  yes- 
terday claimed  vic- 
tory in  the  nail- 
biting  stand-off  with  Boeing 
— and  the  US  government  — 
over  the  aerospace  group's 
$14  billion  merger  with  Mc- 
Donnell Douglas. 

The  full  20-member  com- 
mission gave  its  political  bles- 
sing to  the  merger  after  Mr 
Van  Miert  obtained  a key  last- 
minute  concession  from  Boe- 
ing. The  commissioner  said 
he  was  confident  the  commis- 
sion would  formally  approve 
the  merger  next  week  despite 
initial  French  resistance. 

Mr  Van  Miert  said  the  ElTs  : 
handling  of  file  case  has  i 
allowed  the  commission  “to  1 
reinforce  Its  credibility”  as  a I 
merger  authority  In  Europe 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  He 
praised  other  commissioners 
as  well  as  EU  governments 
for  standing  firm  in  the  face 
of  Intense  pressure  from  the 
US  government  and  Boeing. 

His  stance,  designed  to  re- 
duce Boeing's  dominance  In 
world  markets,  was  seen  in 
the  US  Congress  as  protecting 
European  rival  Airbus.  Last 
night.  Airbus  said  it  regretted 
the  “arrogant  and  confronta- 
tional” attitude  of  the  US. 


Boeing's  Richard  Albrecht: 
faced  with  difficult  decision 


‘Airbus  Industrie 
regrets  the  arrogant 
and  confrontational 
attitude  of  the  US  in 
these  discussions. 
Unnecessary 
tension  could  have 
been  avoided  had 
Boeing  proposed 
true  remedies  to 
contentious  points 
raised  fay  the 
Commission  at  the 
outset  of  the  talks.1 

Alain  Dupeich,  Airbus 


Mr  Van  Miert  said  Brussels 
would  have  blocked  the  merg- 
er at  its  weekly  meeting  yes- 
terday had  Boeing  not  agreed 
late  on  Tuesday  to  drop  exclu- 
sivity clauses  in  long-term 
supply  agreements  with 
American  Airlines,  Continen- 
tal and  Delta.  Boeing  also 
agreed  not  to  conclude  any  ex- 
clusive deals  for  10  years. 

“It  is  a key  problem  — 
you’re  closing  off  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  market,”  Mr 
Van  Miert  said.  "This  was  a 
vital  battle  in  terms  of  compe- 
tition policy.” 

The  commission  also  se- 


cured a guarantee  that 
McDonnell’s  civil  aviation 
business  would  be  kept  sepa- 
rate legally  from  the  merged 
company.  This  is  aimed  at  en- 
suring that  Boeing  does  not 
use  McDonnell's  client  base 
to  sell  Boeing  planes  at  the 
expense  of  Airbus. 

Moreover,  Boeing  agreed  to 
make  available  to  rivals  pat- 
ents and  licences  obtained  be- 
cause of  McDonnell's  US  gov- 
ernment defence  contracts. 
This  is  designed  to  limit  bene- 
fits to  Boeing’s  civil  aviation 
business  from  defence  con- 
tract “spillover." 


For  its  part,  Boeing  admit- 
ted that  it  had  reluctantly 
dropped  the  exclusive  supply 
deals  when  faced  with  the 
prospect  of  a commission  re- 
jection of  the  merger.  "We 
were  faced  with  a difficult  de- 
cision. None  of  the  alterna- 
tives seemed  particularly  at- 
tractive," said  Richard  Al- , 
brecht,  a Boeing  executive ; 
vice-president 

A statement  stressed  Boe- 
ing’s unhappiness  with  Brus- 
sels. "Boeing  believes  that  the 
European  Commission 
should  have  given  greater  def- 
erence to  file  US  Federal 
Trade  Commission,  which 
has  prime  jurisdiction  over 
the  merger  and  which  had  ex- 
amined the  same  fact  In  its 
six-month  investigation-”  The 
FTC  cleared  the  deal  without 
conditions  on  July  1. 

The  case  left  bad  blood  be- 
tween the  EU  and  US,  which 
had  pressed  hard  for  the  com- 
mission to  clear  the  deaL  Mr 
Van  Miert  said  be  was  “as- 
tounded" by  US  threats  to 
take  the  matter  to  the  World 
Trade  Organisation.  But,  fol- 
lowing President  Clinton’s 
last-minute  interventions 
with  European  leaders,  the 
White  House  welcomed  the 
deal  “We’re  very  pleased  that 
the  EU  has  recognised  that 
Boeing  went  the  extra  mile  in 
proposing  a compromise  solu- 
tion,” a spokesman  said. 


PROFILE/ 

Buccaneer 

hides  behind 

Belgian’s 

mundane 

manner 


■JEW  who  have  watched 
■ Karel  Van  Miert  in  his 


■ Karel  Van  Miert  in  his 
four-and  a-half  years  as 
competition  commissioner 
will  have  been  surprised  by 
yesterday’s  outcome  in  the 
commission's  battle  with 
Boeing,  unites  Julie  Wolf  in 
Brussels. 

Nothing  is  more  likely  to 
make  this  low-key  Belgian 
Socialist  angry  than  to  sug- 
gest that  the  commission 
should  bow  to  pressure 
from  powerful  interests. 
While  in  this  case  Mr  Van 
Miert’s  opponents  were 
Boeing  and  the  US  govern- 
ment, he  has  also  taken  on 
EU  governments  over  tele- 
coms liberalisation,  the 
European  car  industry  over 
exclusive  distribution  sys- 
tems and  big  European  com- 
panies suspected  of  operat- 
ing cartels. 

What  got  Mr  Van  Miert 
going  this  time  appears  to 
have  been  the  feeling  that 


Reuters’  sterling  friend  turns  foe 


OUTLOOK/Even  invisible  exports  of 
financial  information  have  succumbed  to 
surging  pound.  Roger  Cowe  reports 


Reuters  was  one  of 
the  first  international 
companies,  ferrying 
news  across  the 
English  Channel  in  the  19th 
century  and  thriving  since  on 
the  growth  of  global  financial 
markets  — until  now. 

Those  financial  markets, 
and  specifically  the  dizzying 
rise  of  sterling,  are  kicking 
their  provider  In  the  teeth. 
Sales  and  profits  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  reported  yes- 
terday, were  down.  Ail  be- 
cause of  the  pound’s  strength, 
up  17  per  cent  on  average 
since  the  first  half  of  1996,  hit- 
ting profits  by  £50  million. 

Finance  director  Rob  Row- 
ley  insisted  there  was  no 
cause  for  panic,  however.  “IT 
we  were  manufacturing  In 
the  UK,  exporting  to  Germany 
and  faced  with  putting  prices 
up  30  per  cent  we  would  be 
crucified”,  he  said. 

But  Reuters  is  a manufac- 
turer of  data,  not  equipment. 


so  volatility  in  currency  mar- 
kets is  more  significant  for  its 
Impact  on  demand  than  sell- 
ing prices. 

"We  need  to  focus  on  the 
performance  In  our  underly- 
ing business.  Currency  is  not 
affecting  our  market  position 
so  I don’t  think  we  should  be 
deflected  by  short-term  con- 
siderations. You  have  to  run 
the  company  for  the  medium 
to  long  terra,"  Mr  Rowley 
said. 

The  underlying  business 
showed  a very  different  pic- 
ture to  the  headline  figures. 
Ignoring  the  currency  effect, 
sales  were  up  8 per  cent  and 
profits  rose  by  12  per  cent 

Reuters  continues  to  face 
stiff  opposition  in  the  field  of 
foreign  exchange  trading  sys- 
tems, but  overall  the  revenue 
from  transaction  products 
grew  by  10  per  cent  (ignoring 
the  currency  effect).  Informa- 
tion products,  which  account 
for  twice  as  much  sales,  grew 


more  slowly,  although  the 
new  3000  series  has  helped  to 
increase  market  share. 

Threats  from  competitors 
are  not  the  only  worries  for  I 
Mr  Rowley  and  his  col-  > 
leagues.  As  a computer-based 
business.  Reuters  has  more  to 
fear  than  most  from  the 
dreaded  "millennium  bug". 
It  has  not  yet  figured  out  how  : 
much  it  will  cost  to  make  sure 
the  screens  do  not  go  dead  at 
midnight  on  December  31, 
1999. 

Before  then,  EMU  will  pose 
a different  threat,  if  all  goes 
according  to  the  European 
Union  plan.  Fewer  currencies 
could  mean  less  trading  and 
in  turn  less  business  for 
Reuters. 

Reuters  also  sees  opportu- 
nities from  the  Internet.  Un- 
like many  businesses,  which 
are  struggling  to  find  ways  of 
making  money  from  the  Net. 
Reuters  is  already  profiting 
by  supplying  data  to  network 
companies  such  as  Yahoo. 
The  surge  of  interest  in  the 
wider  dissemination  of  infor- 
mation, possibly  through 
company-specific  intranets, 
also  could  provide  greater 
revenue  possibilities. 


The  other  problem  Mr  Row- 
ley  faces  is  his  cash  moun- 
tain, which  remains  stub- 
bornly above  £1  billion 
despite  Reuters'  share  buy-  j 
bark  programmes,  another  of 1 
which  was  announced  yester- 
day. 

When  you  are  making  a 
35  per  cent  return  on  equity, 
even  after  the  dip  reported  ' 
yesterday,  the  cash  just  keeps 
pouring  in:  a net  £50  million 
in  the  period  despite  develop- 
ment costs  which  reached 
£104  million  in  the  half-year. 
The  company  is  also  con- 
strained in  how  much  It  can 
give  back  to  shareholders  by 
the  tax  Impact  of  advance  cor- 
poration tax. 

“We  want  to  stop  the 
growth  of  our  cash  balances, 
but  the  ACT  regime  encour- 
ages companies  to  hoard 
cash,  especially  those  with 
large  international  business”, 
Mr  Rowley  said. 

It  is  the  kind  of  problem 
most  finance  directors  would 
be  glad  to  face,  of  course,  but 
shareholders  would  be  hap- 
pier if  it  could  be  solved,  just 
as  they  would  prefer  strong 
sterling  not  to  deflate  the  fig- 
ures. 


Reuters 


Nadir’s  aide 
turns  legal 
guns  on 
accountants 


Stock  market  value  £10.1  fan 


Dan  Atkinson 
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Dan  Atkinson 


CHEERS  for  the  Mu- 
seum Tavern,  Blooms- 
bury. bravely  taking 
the  modern  glass  of  beer  to 
its  ultimate  conclusion. 
HjO,  already  the  main  con- 
stituent of  the  great  British 
pint,  has,  for  too  long,  been 
tainted  by  a polluting  pro- 
cess called  "brewing”.  No 
more:  down  the  Museum, 
“cold  filtered  water**  is 
available  for  50p  a pint  Or 
25p  a half.  If  you've  only 
time  for  a quick  one. 


llberately  aimed  at  the 
nation’s  squares.  Head  man 
Roy  Ran  son  has  reassured 
analysts  that  the  tweed- 
attired  pensioner  is  for  bet- 
ter for  business  than  the 
Man  from  the  Pru's  attempt 
at  happenin'  hip  talk.  An 
Insider  reports:  "Anybody 
who  is  still  paying  atten- 
tion by  the  time  the  details 
come  up  is  obviously  an 
ABCi  and  is  the  kind  of 
customer  Equitable  is  after. 
The  Pro,  they  say.  is  wel- 
come to  the  C2s  and  Ds.” 


STUFFY  it  may  be.  but 
assurer  Equitable 
Life’s  TV  advert 
(grand,  wealthy  grandad 
humouring  grandson)  is  de- 


ME  AN  WHILE,  from 
the  scrapheap  of  un- 
employment, the 
Treasury  external-relations 
team  — tragically  de-lay- 
ered  by  Gordon  Brown’s  un- 
smiling propaganda  corps 
— filled  the  empty  hours 
this  week  with  a visit  to 
watch  the  broadcast  of  the 
Nine  O’clock  News  where 


stuck  it  under  his  chair 
while  he  read  the  headlines. 
Then  the  music  came  on 
and  he  got  it  back  and  had 
another  chew.  He  kept 
doing  it  In  between  Items. 
Then  we  lost  sight  of  it.  We 
could  only  assume  that  he 
forgot  about  It  and  swal- 
lowed it.”  Alas,  the  pitiful 
diversions  of  our  wasted  ; 
young  talentl 


boot  in:  "It’s  not  exactly 
Coutts.  is  it?” 


they  became  obsessed  with 
Peter  Sissons  and  his  chew- 
ing gum.  From  their  gallery 
vantage  point,  they  tracked 
this  masticatory  aid:  “Dur- 
ing the  opening  music,  he 
had  the  gum  in.  Then  he 


SPEAKING  of  op  ’h’ 
down-market,  it  seems 
the  biggest  depositors 
at  Salisbury's  Bank  are  the 
company's  directors,  while 
other  customers  have  been 
a little  slower  to  sign  up. 
How  David  Salnsbury  and 
chums  take  to  queuing  be- 
hind trolley-laden  shoppers 
to  draw  out  their  £50  to  buy 
lottery  tickets,  cigarettes 
and  take-aways  is  bard  to 
imagine,  but  a banking 
source  was  quick  to  put  the 


BUT  at  least  ‘it's  not 
Eton,  an  academy 
with.  It  seems,  a non- 
chalant attitude  to  the 
teaching  of  mathematics. 
Former  Hambros  company 
secretary  and  OE,  Andrew 
Gibson- Watt,  delivered  this 

week’s  homage  to  fellow 
pupil  Lord  Hambro  as  the 
latter  resigned  the  chair  at 
the  merchant  bank.  He 
recalled  how  both  men 
joined  the  bank  in  the  early 
1950s.  "We  started  at  the 
bottom,  and  spent  the  first 
few  months  being  taught 
bow  to  add  up,  something 
our  expensive  education 
bad  not  achieved,”  he  ex- 
plained. It  could  explain  a 
lot  about  the  woes  of  Ham- 
bros and  fellow  “bine- 
blooded”  (ie  dense)  mer- 
chant banks. 


Forsyth  — freed  from  jail  ear- 
tier  this  year  after  her  crimi- 
nal conviction  was  quashed 
— will  be  back  in  court  today 
arguing  for  damages  from  ac- 
countants administering  the 
collapsed  Polly  Peck  trading 
empire. 

Deloitte  & Touche  an- 
nounced last  night  it  had 
dropped  its  civil  action  for 
£400,000  against  Mrs  Forsyth, 
but  has  resisted  claims  for 
compensation. 

Mrs  Forsyth,  once  labelled 
“Britain’s  most  wanted 
grandmother",  was  convicted 
In  April  1996  of  two  charges  of 
handling  £400.000  of  stolen 
money  and  was  sentenced  to 
five  years  in  prison.  But  she 
was  freed  by  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal in  March. 

Deloitte,  which  took  charge 
of  Polly  Peck  after  it  crashed 
in  1990,  has  been  pursuing 
Mrs  Forsyth  for  the  sum  she 
was  cleared  of  mishandling; 
she  said  earlier  this  week  that 
the  claim  was  “untenable”, 
adding:  “They  know  I don’t 
have  £400,000." 

Last  night  joint  adminis- 
trator Chris  Morris  said  that 
“for  commercial  reasons”  the 
administrators  “do  not  at 
present  consider  It  to  be  in 
the  interests  of  the  creditors 
to  continue  with  their  civil 
action  In  its  present  form”. 

Deloitte  will  also  ask  for  the 
Mareva  injunction,  freezing 
Mrs  Forsyth's  assets,  to  be 
discharged. 

Both  sides  will  be  In  the 
High  Court  today.  Gars  tangs, 
solicitors  for  Mrs  Forsyth,  are 
pleased  at  Detoitte’s  decision, 
but  are  seeking  compensa- 
tion. 

Mrs  Forsyth  ran  South 
Audtey  Management,  which 
looked  after  the  private  inter- 
ests of  the  Nadir  family.  She 
Joined  Mr  Nadir  in  northern 
Cyprus  after  he  fled  Britain 
in  early  1993,  but  she 
returned  voluntarily  to  face 
charges  in  1994. 
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as  hot  money 

flees  Asia 


Nick  Cummtng-Bnice  report#  from 
Bangkok  as  Thailand's  currency 
follows  its  neighbour*  downward 


Another  bad  day  for 
the  Thai  bnht  yester- 
day threatened  more 
turbulence  for  the 
currencies  of  its  South-east 
Aslan  neighbours.  Just  as 
their  dub  of  tiger  nations  is 
celebrating  Its  30th  anniver- 
sary by  admitting  two  new 
members  ~ Including  the 
military-run  Burma. 

One  result  is  certain  to  be 
mare  searching  for  foreign 
scapegoats,  notably  George 
Soros,  the  Hungarian-born  fi- 
nancier and  philanthropist 
who  reportedly  made 
£1  billion  as  the  pound  was 
ejected  from  the  European  ex- 
change rate  mechanism  five 
years  ago. 

Thailand’s  currency 
plunged  4 per  cent  against  the 
dollar  yesterday.  Its  steepest 
Can  since  July  2 when  the  gov- 
ernment was  forced  by  a deep- 
ening financial  crisis  to  float 
the  baht.  It  prompted 
renewed  fears  of  a domino  ef- 
fect on  currencies  In  the 
region,  with  a resurgence  of 
speculative  attacks. 

Thai  banks’  total  outstand- 
ing debts  amount  to 
800  billion  baht  <£l6bflUoft) 
and  the  suspicion  is  that 
property  companies  have  de- 
faulted on  at  least  40  per  cent 
of  these.  Thailand’s  stork 
market  shared  the  sentiments 
of  currency  markets  yester- 
day by  slumping  4.3  per  cent. 

The  bahfs  foil  will  further 
test  the  mechanisms  and  tac- 
tics adopted  by  other  South- 
east Aslan  economies  to  pre- 
vent the  feared  domino  effect. 
Foreign  investors  are  haunted 
by  a repeat  Mexico  where  the 
plunging  peso  forced  an  inter- 
national rescue  operation 
three  years  ago. 

Malaysia’s  central  bank 
revealed  on  Tuesday  U had 
blown  12  per  cent  of  its 
reserves,  or  £2  bUUon,  at- 
tempting to  beat  back  cur- 
rency speculators  but  to  little 
effect  — the  ringgit  still 
dropped  3.1  per  cent  Finan- 
cial analysts  soy  it  may  only 
make  future  interventions 
harder. 

The  Philippines,  which  ex- 
perienced a 6 per  cent  drop  in 
the  peso,  and  Indonesia, 
where  the  rupiah  lost  ZS  per 


Boeing  was  not  taking  seri- 
ously the  possibility  that 
the  EU  would  block  the 
company’s  merger  with  Mc- 
Donnell Douglas  and  risk 
setting  off  a trade  war  with 
the  US. 

That  view  prompted  a 
high-profile  visit  to  the  US 
this  spring,  when  Mr  Van 
Miert  raised  eyebrows  by 
publicly  criticising  the  deal 
as  well  as  attacking 
Boeing’s  exclusive  supply 
contracts. 

It  was  a risky  tactic,  given 
that  the  commission’s 
merger  department  had  yet 
to  complete  its  analysis  of 
the  link-up,  which  also  was 
still  under  review  by  US 
regulators. 

But  the  ordinary-looking 
55-year-old’s  experience  in 
Belgian  political  compro- 
mise-making also  allows 
him  to  devise  often  innova- 
tive deals  with  companies 
seeking  EU  approval  for 
their  ventures. 

Thus,  the  commissioner 
has  blocked  relatively  few 
mergers,  opting  instead  to 
obtain  concessions  from  the 
companies  involved. 

This  means  the  commis- 
sion increasingly  will  have 
to  monitor  enforcement  of 
its  rulings,  a task  that  some 
believe  its  overstretched  de- 
partments are  not  always 
up  to. 


cvn*.  widened  the  band  for 
trading  their  currencies. 
Even  the  once  ruck -sol  £ Sin- 
gapore  dollar  has  tost  ground. 

Malaysian  prime  re&iWi*' 
Mahathir  Mohamad  pul  foe 
blame  fur  the  turmoil  on  a 
powerful  American,  ammeter 
who.  hr  Implied,  wanted  tn 
punish  Aston  rcmntrlr*  for 
their  decision  (0  admit 
Burma. 

Mr  Soros  foil  the  need  yes 
unlay  to  insist  there  was  "ab- 
solutely no  connection*  be- 
tween his  objections  to 
Burma's  rulers  ami  the  vqfa 
tile  state  of  regional  currency 
markets. 

Dr  Mahathir’s  foam  of  con- 
spiracy were  only  sharpened 
by  the  currency  foil  at  a time 
when  Malaysia  Is  still  riding 
a boom  that  has  seen  Che 
economy  grow  at  8 per  cent  a 
year  for  the  past  nine  years 
and  is  forecast  by  Malaysian 
economists  to  bound  along  at 
8.9  per  cent  next  year, 

Thai  authorities  appear 
even  mure  prune  to  paranoia. 
A shocked  financial  commu- 
nity Is  still  mulling  over 
police  raids  lost  week  on  the 
offices  of  two  foreign  broker- 
age houses.  Their  mission:  to 
try  to  track  down  who  was 
responsible  for  rumours  over- 
seas about  the  Imminent  clo- 
sure of  five  smaller  banks.-  - 

Market  analysts  say  the 
raids  have  only  served . to 
underline  the  disarray  among 
Thai  political  leaders  and  fi- 
nancial authorities  about  how 
to  cope  with  a crisis  scream- 
ing for  swift  action  to  imple- 
ment long  overdue  reforms. 

The  International  Mone- 
tary Fund's  concerns ' over 
Thai  management  of  the  cri- 
sis surfaced  earlier  this  week 
whim  its  first  deputy  manag- 
ing director,  Stanley  Fischer, 
warned  of  a "prolongned 
period  of  slow  growth"  if 'au- 
thorities do  not  come  up  with 
measures  to  rescue  its  fi- 
nance sector. 

Thai  officials  have  ^con- 
sulted the  IMP  but  have  yet  to 
make  up  their  minds  whether 
to  seek  an  IMF  loan.  Thai  fi- 
nance minister  Thanong’  Bi- 
daya  said  yesterday  only  flint 
authorities  were  weighing 
“secret  options". 


LAWYERS  for  the  former 
Asti  Nadir  aide  Elizabeth 


Protests  in  words  and  pictures  at  the  meeting  to  welcome 
Burma  to  the  South-east  Asian  club  photograph,  bwwduoh 


News  in  brief 


General  Motors 


faces  long  strike 


ALMOST  3,000  workers  at  General  Motors  in  Detroit  started  a 
strike  yesterday  that  union  leaders  threatened  could  last  for 
months,  costing  the  company  tens  of  millions  of  dollars.  The 
strike  Is  over  working  conditions  and  alleged  under-manning  at 
the  company's  wheel  and  transmission  plant  at  Warren,  on  the 
edge  of  Detroit  It  will  probably  start  shutting  down  the  main 
assemhly  plants  for  front-wheel  drive  cars  before  the  aid  of  the 
week.  Another  strike  was  narrowly  averted  at  the  GM  plant  in 
Anderson.  Indiana.  — Ed  Vulliomy  tn  Washington 


Cider  squeezed 


MATTHEW  Clark,  the  drinks  group  which  owns  brands  such  as 
K,  Blackthorn  and  Diamond  White,  admitted  yesterday  that  its 
share  ofthe  cider  market  has  been  squeezed  from  41  percent  to 
37  per  cent  over  the  past  year.  The  group,  which  benight  Taunton 
Cider  in  1995,  said  it  had  been  hit  by  stronger  competition  from 
HP  B ulmer,  maker  ofStrongbow,  which  has  stepped  up  discounts 
and  advertising.  Announcing  a foil  In  foil-year  pre-tax  profits 
from  £42jj  million  to  £40.6  minion.  Matthew  Clark  said  It  plarmrd 
to  step  up  its  marketing  expenditure  to  woo  back  young  drinkers 
who  have  switched  toalcopops.  — ion  King 
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Duncan  — ackay 

BRITAIN’S  selectors 
came  under  attack; 
again  yesterday  after 
they  left  Tony  Whiteman, 
the  country’s  No.  2 1500 
metres  runner,  out  of  next 
month's  World  Champion- 
ships for  someone  nearly 
two  seconds  slower. 

This  followed  the  furore 
caused  by  Roger  Black's  ex- 
clusion from  the  Athens 
team.  Whiteman,  who  has 
run  3 minutes  34.62 
seconds  this  year,  is  furious 
that  Matthew  Tates  has 
been  given  the  third  spot 
for  the  Championships. 

■ The  Kent  runner  mimpd 
the  British  tri»i«  in  Bir- 
mingham with  flu,  while 
Yates  was  third  behind 
John  Mayock  and  Kevin 
McKay.  Tates  also  ran  his 
fastest  time  for  three  years, 
3:36.86,  in  Hechtel,  Bel- 
gium, last  Saturday. 

Whiteman  claimed  he 
had  offered  to  prove  his  fit- 
ness at  a meeting  In  Stret- 
ford, near  Manchester,  on 
Tuesday,  but  was  offered 
no  gui  dance  by  Malcolm 
Arnold,  the  British  Athletic 
Federation’s  performance 
director,  about  what  to  do. 

“I  asked,  ‘Should  I run? 
Do  1 need  to  prove  that  I’m 
fit  and  well?*  ” said  White- 
man.  “Malcolm  said  he 
didn’t  want  to  tell  me.  It 
meant  I left  a good  race  on 
the  training  track. 

“In  Sheffield  last  month  I 
raced  afi  the  guys  who  have 
been  picked  and  finished 
second  Brit  to  John 
Mayock.  Matthew  didn’t 
even  finish  and  has  run  just 
one  good  race  this 
summer." 

In  Athens,  the  27-year-old 
Tates  Is  poised  to  make  his 
first  appearance  in  a Brit- 
ish vest  since  the  1993 
World  Championships. 

There  was  also  disap- 
pointment for  Ian  Gillespie, 
the  country’s  No.  2 ranked 
5,000m  runner.  He  has  been 
overlooked  in  favour  of 
Adrian  Passey,  who  won 
the  British  trials  but  did 
not  then  have  the  qualify- 
ing time  of  133S9. 

..The  selectors  have  picked 
Keith  Cullen  and  Passey  to 
accompany  Rob  Denmark, 
second  In  the  trials  but 
picked  automatically  be- 
cause he  had  already  made 
the  qualifying  mark. 

In  the  800m,  Paul  Walker 
has  been  given  the  third 
place,  alongside  Mark  Se- 
sty  and  Andy  Hart. 
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Racing 


Cheltenham  to 
limit  crowds 
at  the  Festival 


Wizard  of  Oz  — Australian  Neil  Stephens  does  a victory  jig  after  he  gave  his  country  only  their  third  stage  victory 


PHOTOGRAPH:  LAURENT  REBOURS 


Tour  servant  Stephens 
gets  chance  to  lord  It 


wrniam  Fothertngham 
In  Colmar 


CYCLING  is  a particu- 
larly feudal  sport,  with 
a rigid  structure  of  sei- 
gneurs who  win  races  and  ser- 
vants whose  duty  it  is  to  as- 
sist them.  Yesterday’s  victory 
here  for  the  Australian  Nell 
Stephens  was  a rare  case  of 
the  system  giving  a little 
glory  to  one  of  the  men  on 
whom  it  depends. 

Stephens  has  won  more 
than  30  races  since  he  began 
racing  as  a professional  in 
1984,  and  was  awarded  the 
Australian  Order  of  Merit  last 
year  for,  his.  services,  to  cy- 
cling. But  be  has  spent  his 
career  largely  under  the 
orders  of  stars  such  as  Alex 
ZOlle  and  Laurent  Jalabert  at 
Once,  and  this  year  Richard 
VIrenque  at  Festina. 

Stephens  is  one  of  the  hard- 
est men  in  a -hard  sport,  who 
rode  all  three  major  Tours  — 
Spain,  Italy  and  France  — in 


the  space  of  three  months  in 
1992,  and  last  year  finish 
the  Tour  with  a broken  rib. 
He  has  shown  in  the  past  that 
when  he  is  released  from  ser- 
vitude he  is  perfectly  able  to 
work  for  himself,  and  he  in- 
deed came  within  a few , 
metres  of  winning  a stage  in 
1994  at  Montpellier. 

Team  Interests  are  always 
paramount  for  Stephens,  who 
is  Inevitably  known  as 
“Steve"-  Described  by  his 
team  manager  as  “unbeliev- 
ably loyal,”  he  has  gained 
himself  a reputation  as  the 
domestic  Lie's  domestiqne:,  a 
| man  who  win  never  hesitate 
when  it  comes  to  riding  him- 
self into  the  ground  in  the  ser- 
vice of  others. 

Yesterday,  for  once,  his  loy- 
alty worked  in  his  favour. 

He  was  initially  instructed 
by  his  team  manager  not  to 
contribute  to  the  winning  13- 
rider  breakaway  because  it 
included  the  Swiss  Oskar  Ca- 
menzlnd.  The  Australian  was 
held  back  because  it  was 


feared  that  Camenzlnd  could 
have  taken  the  10th  place 
overall  of  Stephens'  team- 
mate Laurent  Dufaux  had  the 
escape  gained  too  much  time. 

Stephens  had  to  sit  tight  as 
the  others  made  ground  on 
the  bunch  In  sticky,  showery 
conditions. 

He  admitted  that  this  prob- 
ably left  Mm  with  enough  en- 
ergy  to  make  his  escape  in  the  ; 
final  kilometres  and  hold  off 
his  former  companions,  who 
were  Just  yards  behind  him  at 
the  line.  Stephens’  was  only 
Australia's  third  stage  vic- 
tory, and  the  first  since  Phil 
Anderson’s  win  in  199L  It  was 
a bravely  taken  and  it  will  be 
a popular  one. 

Yesterday’s  stage  finished 
within  20  miles  of  Jan-; Ull- 
rich’s adopted  home  town  of 
Merdingen  in  the  Black  For- 
est, which  is  as  close  as  the 
young  German  will  get  to  per- 
forming In  front  of  his  home 
fans. 

The  23-year-old  race  leader  is 
reported  to  be  suffering  from 
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a cold,  and  today's  trek  along 
the  Vosges  via  the  Ballon 
d’ Alsace  and  four  second-cate- 
gory climbs  will  offer 
Virenque  and  his  men  a final 
slim  chance  to  put  him  under 
pressure-  However,  the  route 
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QrahamBock 

Cheltenham  has 

taken  action  to  limit 
overcrowding  at  the 
Festival,  and  from  next  year  a 
maximum  of 50,000  spectators 
will  be  admitted  on  each  of 
the  three  days. 

Last  March  58£0Q  watched 
the  Gold  Cup  on  Thursday, 
but  market  research  by  the 
racecourse  has  demonstrated 
that  most  paying  customers 
thought  that  the  crush  was 
unacceptable. 

Crowds  can  be  controlled 
by  increasing  admission  fees, 
and  Cheltenham  will  charge 
£60  to  those  who  arrive  on  the 
day  expecting  to  watch  the 
1998  Gold  Cup  from  the  mem- 
bers' enclosure  — If  tickets 
are  still  available. 

Various  Incentive  schemes 
to  persuade  the  public  to  buy 
badges  In  advance  of  the 
meeting  should  ensure  that 
the  Gold  Cup  will  be  sold  out 
well  before  the  steeplechasing 
championship  on  March  19. 

“We  will  be  promoting  tick- 
ets from  August  to  ensure 
that  everyone  planning  to  at- 
tend is  aware  of  the  new  ar- 
rangements,” said  managing 
director  Edward  Gillespie. 

Royal  Ascot  increases  in 
popularity  each  year,  and  it  is 
not  surprising  that  Douglas 
Erskine-Crum,  director  of  the 
racecourse,  admitted  that  the 
Ascot  Authority  are  examin- 
ing overcrowding  at  Flat  rac- 
ing's most  popular  fixture. 

“We  sure  looking  at  our 
whole  pricing  structure,  and 
congestion  at  the  Royal  meet- 
ing;” be  said. 

The  publication  of  the  rac- 
ing fixture  list  for  the 
following  year  rarely  raises 
comment,  but  this  time  the 
Lingfield  Park  management 
is  angry  over  the  decision  to 


transfer  a Friday  eroding 
jumping  fixture  at  Ascot  in 
April  to  Saturday  May  9 when 
it  would  clash  with  the  Derby 
Trial  meeting  at  the  course. 

The  date  Is  not  universally 
popular  with  racecourses  be- 
cause it  often  clashes  with  the 
FA  Cup  Final.  However,  Sat- 
urdays generate  most  betting 
turnover,  and  the  British  Hor- 
seracing Board  wants  to 
strengthen  off-course  oppor- 
tunities; BBC  cameras  will 
switch  from  Lingfield  to 
Ascot. 

The  Royal  course  has  also 
succeeded  in  transferring  a 
Flat  fixture  from  the  final 
evening  in  July  to  Saturday 
Augusts. 

Lingfield  is  not  amused  by 
the  dash.  Arena  pic  bought 
the  Surrey  course  last  month, 
and  the  company’s  chief  exec- 
utive, Graham  Parr,  intends 
to  write  to  BHB  chairman 
Lord  Wakeham  detailing 
their  objections. 

“I  am  in  the  process  of  con- 
sulting with  our  lawyers  to 
see  what  can  be  done,”  said 
Parr.  “We  have  every  inten- 
tion of  fighting  this  matter. 
The  BHB  has  attacked  our 
most  prestigious  fixture,  and 
they  are  cheating  my 
shareholders." 

Zaralaska  heads  the 
weights  on  9st  121b  for  the 
Tote  Ebor,  and  is  favourite 
with  all  four  major  bookmak- 
ers for  the  valuable  handicap 
over  a mile  and  three-quar- 
ters at  York  on  August  20. 

The  best  prices  (L,  Lad- 
brokes; T,  Tote;  C,  Coral  and 
H.  Hill's)  are  12-1  7-aralaqka 
(L.T).  14-1  Media  Star  <T), 
Purist  (L.C.T).  Three  Cheers 
(L.T),  Heritage  (H),  16-1 
Kilma  (L.T),  Top  Cees  (H,T). 
Winter  Garden  (T).  Beau- 
champ Jade,  Gordi  and  Willie 
Conquer  are  16-1  with  all  four 
firms. 


Woodland  Melody  should  call 
the  tune  in  cbmpetitive  contest 

I AST  year  Sir  Mark  Pres- 1 that  she  can  make  the  rei 
1— cott  Introduced  tbe  uisite  progress  to  defei 


is  unlikely  to  suit  last  year’s 
winner  BJarne  Riis,  who  is 
suffering  from  stomach 
trouble, 

William.  fWieringham  is  as- 
sistant editor  of  Cycling 
Weekly 


I AST  year  Sir  Mark  Pres- 
Lcott  Introduced  tbe 
classy  Red  Camellia  in  a 
maiden  event  at  Carlisle. 
Tfi«  fllly  woo  and  went  on 
to  follow  up  to  the  Milcars 
Star  Stakes  at  Sandown 
Park  next  fhne  out,  writes 
Graham  Sock. 

Eloquent  attemps  to  com- 
plete an  identical  double 
today,  but  I just  prefer 
Woodland  Melody  (3.55), 
who  achieved  significantly 
more  when  winning  on  her 
debut  at  Haydock  Park. 

Eloquent  was  pushed  out 
to  land  the  odds  by  three- 
quarters  of  a lengths  from 
Panama  House,  but  I doubt 


that  she  an  make  the  req- 
uisite progress  to  defeat 
Woodland  Melody,  who 
showed  good  speed  in  the 
closing  stages  to  beat 
Likely  Story  by  the  same 
margin  in  a better-class 
race. 

Forum  ran  well  when 
sixth  to  Asfurah  in  the 
Cherry  Hinton  Stakes;  she 
lacks  the  scope  of  my  selec- 
tion, but  CUve  Brittain’s 
filly  should  go  close. 

Signs  And  Wonders 
(4.10),  an  unlucky  fifth  at 
Newmarket  last  time,  looks 
the  best  bet  of  the  day  in 
the  Joe  Blanks  Memorial 
Handicap  at  Brighton. 


Brighton  runners  and  riders 


Sandown  with  form  guide  and  ratings 


MW  5-2  tauten.  3-1  taosTM  tan.  9-2  CMMM.  11-2  Cate  Bunog.  7-1  Kwn  < 
Uxhtas.  14-1  Bi  Tim 


Going:  Good  to  Firm.  * Denotes  bflrrtas.  • Top  form  rated 
Draw:  La*  iwntm  beet  at  Sf. 

Lang  dtetanca  travelm:  Rytog  Rip  (2-50),  B C Moran,  StaSs,  132  r 
Mbs  Gay  KuNeway,  Dorset.  119  mteK  Galaxy  Right  BJ5G)  & Mgmtogato 
Meade.  IMRsNrB.  96  rules:  forms  ashed  dy  B ratuy.  C BrtBah, 
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KMOSTON  SEUJNG  HAWUCAP 


KEEPING  TRACK 

0891 


COMMENTARY  RESULTS 


SANDOWN 


BRIGHTON 


AU- COURSES  COMMB«TARY  0891 


ALL  COURSES  RESULTS 


m PUt  Wuta.  4PJ- 


TMluardlan  CfiNTERAcnvE 


J Cecfl,  N Catalan,  R Armstrong,  S WNams  and  M Prescott  el  Newmarket,  Sutaft.  81 
mites. 

Swan  day  wfcmerc  None. ' 

BMcaratl  first  Ana:  4-35  MfieL  Vbmct  None. 
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Palace  in  Lombardo  snag 


Ferdinand 


sale  at  £6m 


Martin  Thorpe 


ATTUJO  Lombardo's 
proposed  move  to 
Crystal  Palace  hit 
trouble  yesterday  as 
a bout  of  brinkman- 
ship broke  out  over  the  size  of 
the  player's  salary. 

The  Italian  failed  to  fly  to 
London  for  bis  expected  talks 
with  the  Palace  manager 
Steve  Coppell  to  finalise  a £2.1 
million  move.  Coppell  said 
there  had  been  a misunder- 
standing in  the  negotiations 
which  meant  that  Palace 


could  not  meet  the  31-year-old 
forward's  demands. 

"We  appear  to  be  some  way 
off  their  final  figure,"  said 
Coppell.  “My  gut  feeling  at 
the  moment  is  that  the  deal 
looks  likely  to  break  down  be- 
cause of  the  size  of  the  whole 
package.  It  would  be  a lot  of 
money  for  us." 

But  Lombardo  offered  a dif- 
ferent version,  saying:  **My 
lawyer  tells  me  that  yesterday 
[Tuesday]  Crystal  Palace  ac- 
cepted our  proposals  by 
phone  and  agreed  to  pay  me 
£700,000  a year.  Today  we 
were  waiting  for  confirma- 


| Lion  by  fax  and  then  1 hear 
! that  Mr  Coppell  is  saying  this. 

1 Ter  haps  he  has  changed 
his  mind,  but  I was  ready  to 
□y  to  London  and  sign  as  soon 
as  the  fax  arrived." 

Lombardo  added:  “I  was 
not  asking  for  the  moon.  It  is 
no  secret  that  I am  earning 
£600,000  a year  at  Juventus 
and  no  Italian  player  has  ever 
gone  to  England  before  with- 
out getting  more  money  than 
he  was  earning  in  Italy.  Why 
should  I be  different? 

“If  we  had  all  sat  around  a 
table  together,  I bet  we  could 
have  come  to  an  agreement 


immediately.  I still  hope  the 
situation  can  be  resolved  In 
the  next  couple  of  days.” 

Coppell  also  retained  some 
optimism  that  the  transfer 
could  be  resurrected.  “It 
□ever  ceases  to  surprise  me 
how  deals  can  spring  back  to 
life."  he  said. 

But  the  whole  saga  carried 
a familiar  resonance.  Last 
August.  Lombardo's  insis- 
tence on  a £1.7  million  salary 
prompted  Sheffield  Wednes- 
day to  pull  out  of  a deal  for 
the  winger. 

The  Yorkshire  club's  secre- 
tary Graham  Mackrell  said 


then:  The  player’s  expecta- 
tions were  such  that  we  had 

to  pun  out  We  are  not  pre- 
pared to  pay  crazy  money.” 

Palace,  meanwhile,  have 
completed  the  medical  and 
agreed  basic  personal  terms 
with  Blackburn’s  utility 
player  Paul  WarhursL  Today 
they  win  discuss  terms  with 
the  Israeli  Idtzik  Zohar. 

• Steve  Coppell  has  been  in- 
stalled by  the  bookmakers  as 
the  manager  most  likely  to  be 
sacked  first  this  season. 

The  Crystal  Palace  man- 
ager is  5-4  favourite  with  Wil- 


Ipn  Rots  and 
Mfchwkl  Walker 


Lombardo . . . cash  problem 


linm  Hill  to  port  company 
with  the  Eagles  before  May  10 
next  year. 

Other  leading  candidates  in 
what  some  football  pundits 
have  termed  “the  sack  race" 
are  Tottenham’s  manager 
Gerry  Francis,  who  Is  second 
favourite  to  go  at  6-4.  while 
Gordon  Strachan  is  priced  at 
13-6  to  leave  Coventry. 


LES  FERDINAND'S  de- 
parture from  Xeweas 
tie  United  became  a 
formality  yesterday 
when  the  club  made  him 
available  for  transfer  at  EC 
million. 

Although  several  premier- 
ship clubs  have  expressed  an 
Interest  in  the  England 
striker,  who  will  be  31  In  De- 
cember, only  two.  Evert  on 
and  Tottenham,  will  even 
consider  meeting  the  In- 
creased asking  price. 

Everfon.  who  tabled  a £5,75 
million  bid  at  the  weekend, 
will  confirm  this  morning 
that  they  have  agreed  to  meet 
in  hill  the  asking  price. 

Tottenham's  chairman 
Alan  Sugar  may  make  a simi- 
lar announcement,  despite 
recently  insisting  that  he 
would  pay  no  more  than  £4.5 
million  for  Ferdinand,  if  only 
to  pacify  his  critics  among  the 
club's  supporters. 

Once  Ferdinand  has  been 
sold.  Newcastle's  manager 
Kenny  Dalglish  will  seek  to 
buy  a new  striker. 

His  first  target  will  be  Egil 
Ostenstad,  even  though 
Southampton  this  week 
rejected  Newcastle's  bid  of  £4 
million.  The  Norwegian  inter- 
national is  also  wanted  by 
Liverpool  as  a replacement 
for  Stan  Collymore.  who  was 
sold  to  Aston  Villa  at  the  end 
of  last  season. 

However,  Ostenstad  is  not 
confident  of  a move  to  either 
club  because  he  believes 
Southampton  are  pricing  him 
out  of  the  market. 

He  said  yesterday:  “For 
Southampton  to  turn  down  £4 
million  for  me  is  insane.  It's 
just  too  much  money.  Now- 


Champions  Lge 
qualifying  round 
first  leg 

Gotu  0,  Rangers  5 


Rangers 

enjoy 


frolic 


Rangers  set  them- 
selves up  for  a second- 
round  dash  with  IFK 
Gothenburg  with  this  stroll  in 
the  Faroe  Islands  last  night 
Gordon  Durie  and  the  substi- 
tute Ally  McCoist  each  scored 
twice  and  Marco  Negri 
marked  his  first  competitive 
match  for  the  dub  with  the 
opening  goaL 

The  Gotu  players  took  a day 
off  work  to  prepare  for  the 
biggest  match  in  the  dub’s 
history  and,  proud  to  be  on 
the  same  pitch  as  the  Scottish 
champions  in  the  cliff-top  vil- 
lage of  Toftir.  rushed  up  to 
their  opponents  before  the 
kick-off  and  asked  them  for 
photographs  and  autographs. 

But  when  the  serious  busi- 
ness started,  Gotu  were  under 
pressure  from  the  kick-off 
and  owed  much  to  the  agility 
of  Jens  Martin  Knudsen,  best 
remembered  as  the  Faroes' 
bobble-hatted  goalkeeper, 

who  kept  the  score  to  reason-  Battling  Barry . . . Craig  Evans  holds  off  Valent 
able  proportions. 

uEmuASmS  .SS  Uete  Cap  qualifying  round,  first  leg:  Inter  Cable-Tel  0,  Celtic  3 

a superb  strike  from  Negri 

following  a cross  by  Alex  Cle-  /*\  |J.*  _X  —J  _ _ 

land.  The  Italian  took  the  ban  f .PIT  IP  fM  IT  flflM 
first  time  and  fired  an  unstop-  w I U \jr  V/  \A  KA  \A  V 1 

pable  shot  past  Knudsen,  who 
was  beaten  again  six  minutes 

later  when  another  Cleland  . . . A minute's  sil 

cross  saw  Durie  head  power-  9 observed  before  1 

fully  into  the  net  at  roman  Pant memory  of  Jock 

In  the  66th  minute  Rangers  former  Celtic  mai 

added  a third  goal.  Jorg  Al-  ^"\ELTIC  cruised  to  a died  after  Scot 
bertz  played  a prominent  role,  I comfortable  but  un-  drawn  l-l  with  V 
pulling  the  ball  back  for  V/  convincing  win  here  in  1985  to  reach  C 
McCoist,  on  as  a substitute  against  the  League  of  Wales  World  Cup  finals, 
for  the  Injured  Brian  Lau-  part-timers.  First-half  goals  Celtic  may  hi 


castle  might  as  welt  have  c*r- 
fwd  £3)  million  and  the  bM 
would  have  been  turned 
down.  Moving  to  Newcastir 
would  have  been  a dream  for 
nw»  but  I think  £4  million  Is  an 
uwfoHur  of  money  r** 

“tt  jus*  show  Southampton 
have  enough  money  other- 
wise they  would  not  have 
turned  down  the  offer.  I don't 
think  the  mow  will  happen 
because  the  supporters  at 
Southampton  would  not  be 
too  happy  and  the  board  are 
trying  to  find  a bit  of  peace 
and  quiet  niter  what  hap- 
pened with  Graeme  Souness. 
and  with  Rynl  Bwkovh:  leav- 
ing to  Jmn  West  Ham. 

“I  m not  unhappy  about 
staying  at  Southampton, 
though.  Pve  signed  a three- 
yenr  contract  and  rm  happy 
in  see  it  out.  1 have  no  influ- 
ence over  whether  the  eiuh 
decides  to  sell  me  or  not" 

Newcastle  arc  close  to 
agreeing  a deal  of  about  £4.5 
million  with  intnmzkxule 
for  their  wing-back  Alessan- 
dro nitrate.  The  player,  22, 
was  in  talks  with  the  North- 
east club's  officials  yesterday. 

"Vi o are  still  discussing  a 
fee."  said  Newcastle's  chief 
executive  Freddie  Fletcher, 
“and  discussing  with  the 
player  whether  he  wants  to 
come  here  and  on  what 
terms." 

Pistone's  arrival  would  cost 
doubts  over  the  Newcastle 
future  oT  Philippe  Albert,  who 
has  been  linked  with  Ajax  for 
some  time  now. 

An  independent  tribunal 
yesterday  told  Everton  they 
must  pay  Aston  Villa  £900.000 
for  the  Republic  of  Ireland  In- 
ternational midfielder  Gareth 
Family.  Everton  will  pay  an 
initial  ETOOJXX)  with  the  bal- 
ance linked  to  first-team 
appearances. 


Juninho  back 
in  Brazil  squad 


Battling  Barry..  .Craig  Evans  holds  off  Valentin  Balkevich  during  Dinamo  Kiev’s  2-0  win  over  the  Welsh  club  last  night  pnoroGfW’REFRQJUAtATSKY 


Celtic  cut  down  brave  Welsh  resistance 


at  Ninlan  Park 


A minute's  silence  was  a £2.4  million  buy  from  Celtic's  lead  on  the  half-  Johnson,  10  minutes  from 
observed  before  kick-off  in  Aston  Villa,  in  attack  and  hour  with  a 20-yard  snap  time  troubled  EllacotL 


memory  of  Jock  Stein,  the  Darren  Jackson  on  the  shot  which  Marty  EUacott 


former  Celtic  manager  who  bench. 


turned  away  superbly. 


This  was  after  Inter's 
Davies  had  almost  caught 


But  just  before  the  break,  Gordon  Marshall  napping 


drup.  to  make  no  mistake. 


.ELTIC  cruised  to  a died  after  Scotland  had  This  had  been  dubbed  a But  just  before  the  break,  Gordon  Marshall  napping 

comfortable  but  un-  drawn  l-l  with  Wales  here  dream  tie  for  the  the  Tosh  McKinlay  crossed  for  with  a deft  chip  from  the 

convincing  win  here  in  1985  to  reach  the  Mexico  League  of  Wales  side,  but  Johnson  to  fire  home  from  edge  of  the  box. 

st  the  League  of  Wales  World  Cup  finals.  after  five  minutes  there  close  range  with  Inter  iDi«r  cnbt*-T.i  js-a-aj,  eiibcoii: 

Inters.  First-half  goals  Celtic  may  have  been  were  signs  it  could  turn  caught  ball-watching.  watmn.  wciuni,  Ma  pkipoh  H«jtt 


by  Andreas  Thom  and  without  their  unsettled  into  a nightmare  when 


ose  range  wnn  inter  i„iar  cim«-t«i  15-3-2)1  eiibcoii; 
LUght  ball-watching.  wumm,  Rickard.  David.  Philpoa.  Hewitt 

The  second  half  produced  £££,  ny. 


As  the  home  side  wilted  Tommy  Johnson  settled  the  strikers  Paolo  Di  Canio  and  Jackie  McNamara  was-  plenty  of  Celtic  pressure  cmtoo  Manurai;  uctaniay.  Boyd. 
Durie  scored  his  second  goal  tie  before  Morten  Weigh-  Jorge  Cadete,  but  still  brought  down  fora  penalty  but  only  a shot  from  their  smbiu.  Hannan.  McNamara;  Domwiiy. 


with  10  minutes  left.  The  Scot-  orst  headed  home  nine  min-  boasted  Andreas  Thom  in  which  Thom  dispatched.  European  debutant  Jack-  Thom.  Gray:  Johnson 


tish  international,  unmarked  utes  from  time.  I midfield.  Tommy  Johnson, 

on  the  edge  of  the  penalty 
area,  curled  a shot  beyond 
Knudsen.  McCoist 's  second, 
right  at  the  end,  was  a Raciiltc  war cahu tm uo> o <«ie(2)» 

rnpmollH.  I1C9III 49  0.300  Thom  e (pan).  Johnson  45 

formality.  wtognomsi 

Coleraine's  goalkeeper  JaMonuc  5.  Karabakh  Agdam  ft  Hapoel 

Wesley  Lamont  prevented  an  Football  Potah  mva  1,  Flora  Tallinn  a utpe&i  s.  ki 

Klatevfk  0;  Dynamo  Minsk  1.  KalkfWU-1913 

avalanche  of  goals  and  saved  European  cup  loo  o:  Dnipro  Dmpraiwtromk  s.  Yerevan 

a penalty  in  the  86th  minute,  i;  cm™  wwzisiaw  3.  Pobeda  pniep  0:  m 

but  the  Irish  side  went  down  wuauty,n0  round,  «r*l  leg  Gorica  a owm  Geiau  a;  vdvodina  no»i 

DUl  me  insn  Sloe  went  OOWU  Cra]UK}<irs  TMri  m,  9 S*1  V*lng  Stavanger  a:  Inkranas  Kao- 

3—0  away  to  Grasshopper  Baxter  71  Kiknndza  3t.  OogicnaiBhvili  SO  naB  3,  Baby  Bmo  i;  Daugava  1.  Varsklfl 

Zurich.  1.50a  Mujirl  65  Poteva  3{  NwichaM  Xamaa  4.  TWflul  nra- 


mldfield.  Tommy  Johnson,  I Thom  almost  doubled  1 son,  who  had  come  on  for 


i A Dauden  I ban  az  (Spam). 


JUNINHO'S  move  to  Atle- 
tico  Madrid  has  reaped 
an  Instant  dividend  with 
his  recall  to  the  Brazil  squad 
for  two  friendlies  against 
South  Korea  and  Japan  next 
month. 

The  24-year-old.  who  this 
month  made  a £12^  million 
switch  from  Middlesbrough 
to  Spain,  fell  out  of  favour 
with  Brazil’s  coach  Mario  Za- 
galo  during  Boro's  Premier- 
ship campaign  last  season, 
which  ended  in  relegation. 

Sheffield  United  have  made 
an  offer  to  bring  the  Leeds 
striker  Brian  Deane  hack  to 
Bramall  Lane.  Deane,  who 
joined  Leeds  from  the  Blades 
four  years  ago  in  a £2.7  mil- 
lion deal,  has  also  received 
offers  from  Italy.  Holland  and 
Spain. 

Tim  Flowers,  the  Black- 
burn goalkeeper,  will  sit  out 
the  start  of  the  Premiership 
season  after  undergoing  sur- 
gery on  Tuesday  night  for  a 
groin  injury.  John  Filan,  for- 
merly of  Coventry,  will  take 
his  place. 


Crystal  Palace  have  made  a 
move  for  Sporting  Lisbon's 
Paolo  Alves.  The  23-year-old 
striker  was  a member  of  Por- 
tugal's Euro  96  squad. 

Manchester  United's  19- 
year-old  striker  Jonathan 
Mac  ken  has  Joined  Preston 
North  End  for  £250,000.  and 
the  Chilean  central  defender 
Dante  Poly  is  expected  to  have 
a trial  at  Old  Trafford  next 
week. 

The  Morton  manager  Allan 
MCGraw  has  resigned  after  31 
years  at  the  Scottish  First  Div- 
ision club.  McGraw  started  as 
a player  before  moving  on  to 
coach  and  manager  postings, 
in  addition  to  a spell  in  the 
mid-1960's  when  he  was  a 
striker  with  Hlbs. 

Grimsby  have  agreed  a 
£170.000  fee  for  Reading's  out- 
of-contract  striker  Lee  Nogan. 

Aston  Villa  have  decided  to 
split  the  difference  and  pay 
Leicester  £1.35  million  for  the 
defender  Simon  Grayson. 
Villa  were  offering  £750,000 
and  Leicester  demanding 
£2  million  for  Grayson. 


&90O  Thom  6 (pan).  Johnson  45  deLone  (US)  7-5.  5-7.  B-O;  A Rrartor  (US; 

Wiegnorat  SI  b!  N KJIUnuta  (Japan)  a-B.  6-0.  6-0 
JaMonoc  5.  Karabakh  Agdam  ft  Hapoel  J-J*  U»T*IW»UlfTV  CUP  (Easttnumaj 


Grossman  (US)  6-2.  6-2;  M To  (US)  HE  ran.  Shd.  Ut  <J  Moore)  Tout  £1330;  C2JQ. 
doLone  (US)  7-5.  5-7.  B-O;  A hnkr  (US)  El  .50,  £2.80.  Dual  F-  £24.00.  Trio:  £73.40. 
H N Klllmuta  (Japan)  4-fl,  6-0.  6-0  CSF:  CS141.  Trteasn  £41331.  TM  <71 


Golf 


Sport  in  brief 


LTA  UfTSH-COUHTY  CUP  (EasOMumaj  | Bydaji  1,  SHAUUPOR,  B Doyle  (11-1J;  2, 
Man;  Group  Ikw  Berkshire  5.  Surrey  4;  I Lift  The  Offer  (7-2  Four  3,  Roboraol 


EUROPEAN  CUP 
Qualifying  round,  first  leg 

Craodero  Id)  1 Dinamo  Tbifiai  (1)  a 


Potah  mva  1.  Flora  Tallinn  ft  UJpoal  8.  KI  Man:  oroup  (Mae  Berkshire  5.  Surrey  4;  Lift  The  Offer  (7-2  Fovr  a,  Roborard 

Klatevfk  ft  Dynamo  Minsk  1.  KqlkhalJ-1913  Yorkshire  5.  Bucks  4;  Berkshire  5.  Surrey  (14-1).  16  ran.  1.  hd.  (B  MAI  man)  Tola: 

Loll  0:  Dnipro  Dnlpropatromk  6.  Yerevan  *■  Hams  6 loW  8.  Devon  3.  Women:  £28.70:  £320.  £1  90.  £3.60.  Dual  F:  £3300. 


1;  Odra  Wodzlslow  3.  Pobeda  Primp  0:  Hit 


Gorica  2.  OMul  GaiaU  0;  Vdvodina  Novi  Yorkshire  5.  Leicester  4;  Essex  5.  South 
Sad  0,  VHUng  Stavanger  2;  Inkranas  Kau-  Wales  4;  Warwick  6.  Middlesex  3. 


The  home  side  forced  11  Dernrcmio 
comers  in  the  first  half  ands 
from  the  Last  of  them  they  * „ 

took  the  lead  after  32  minutes.  ^ aotu  ' mr,u 
Antonio  Esposito  played  the  3jxxj  1 
ball  short  to  the  right-back 


Mujirl  65 

Iribor  Telxelo  (0)  2 
Zldan  59,  Gajssr  77 


18  6 loW  6.  Devon  3.  Woman:  £28. 7ft.  £320.  £1  90.  £360.  Dual  F:  £3300. 
One:  WarartchaMra  6,  MldHosax  3:  Trto  Cl  04  70.  CSF;  E44.47.  SjOO  (1b  at 
ire  5.  Lelcealer  4;  Essex  5.  South  1 83yds  k 1,  ta*LD  HIT  A.  Dane  O'Neal 
(;  Warwick  6.  Middles  ax  3.  (9-2):  E,  Rot  Mmfl  (13-2k  S,  TappMo 

19-2).  >00-30  Fav  TuruigK  Sleep.  7 ran.  Nk. 
Aimeucs  as.  fW  Umr)  Tota:  es.lft  n^O.  £330.  Dual 


Cup  veterans 
under  threat 


Michael  Britten 
In  Hlhrersum 


Dunfermline' 3 West  Ham  2:  G^nvsend  * l*  Tanui  (Ken)  338.56.  Shot:  1.  M Hal-  C^^S-Tncatt:  E75377.  ftJO  [Bf  2yds> 


N 1.  Southend  3 Grtimby  3 Aberdeen  1;  I «rl  (Fin)  20.79m;  3 B Millet  (USA)  1965 


»■ ■ 1D  riiiHo  qc  on  1 omumiciivi  a,  uiniidvt  a,  nutniroi  ■ ■ 

m!  M ' Ha,tta*  1 HutWwaflBl'l  1.  *-  CMent  a Ta- 


1.  T HaOesud  (Mori 


tenham  1;  Notts  Co  1.  Leteeater  ft  Preston  632Dm;  2.  H FUmanen  (Fin)  62.50. 


Pascal  Thuler,  Whose  cross  Lode  4 FC  Kook*  t.  Oldfum  I {PrTCte^i  won  3-2  on  para); 


1,  OOODBYE  MTOBM,  Manlr,  Dwyer 
{8-t3  Fav);  a,  Dandbie  HyMary  (9-4);  3, 
Batbore  BUM  (2D— 1).  5 ran  Nk.  7.  (B 


THE  wind  of  change  that 
has  swept  Tiger  Woods, 


■ has  swept  Tiger  Woods, 
Ernie  Eig  and  Justin  Leonard 


Baseball 


to  the  first  three  msuors  of  the 


yards.  ctiarest  3.  CSKA  Son*  3 

Two  minutes  later  Brendan  o™*10 1- CroaUi  zagrao  a 
Asp  mail  headed  past  his  own  uefa  cup 
goalkeeper  but  a third  Grass-  Qualifying  raw d,  1 

hoppers  goal,  although  inev-  lQ.  0 ^ 

i table,  did  not  arrive  until  ll  2.000 
minutes  from  time  when  Nes-  cz  nb<m  ro)  a om 
tor  Subiat  headed  home  a left-  ora-hawr  mbi  (2)  3 
wing  cross.  YflWn  •E-  Awf™" 34  (°oi 

Subiat  79 


Jfun*,s?t  2=  S|MU»  Bu-  Bayern  Munich  2.  Borussia  Dortmund  0. 

ctmrest  3.  CSKA  Saba  3;  ParBzan  Bel-  ] 


Qualifying  round,  first  leg  aluamcb 

■Wm Mx  10)  O F— mwmwu  m i a 

MOO  Zavadsky  30  Tennis 

CE  PrtnoMt  10)  O PMw  DU  (2)  B 


Rugby  League 

TOUR  HATCH:  Auscranan  Dev  State  24. 
BARLA  Young  Uona  8. 

ALUANCEi  wigan  Warriors  52.  Feajfie/- 
slone  Ftvra  so. 


Toronto  5.  MilwaiAee  2:  Mirmasota  3.  Kan- 
sas City  Z Texas  3 Balilmore  9. 


6.15(1m  14yda)i  1,  YALTA,  Pat  Eddery 


Ryder  Cup  team. 

The  countdown  for  places 


NATtoKAL lbaousi entcago cut» i. Ai-  m against  the  United  States  at 

lama  4 (1st  oama):  CMcaaa  Cubs  S ai-  1 r™*"  .**•  I*  rBn;  '*•  ?■  P I r> < 


Gian.  Vaiderrama  in  September  be- 


' ATT  GENERALI  OPEN  iKitzbushef): 
l°l O TxroMd  i mu  nil  M Oumy  (Arg)  bt  G Kutw- 
S.100  ten  (Br)0-1.6~a;H  DraokmoMi  (Ger)  trtO 


PhJiadeipbia  5. 

Chess 

WORLD  OfRUP  CHAMPION  SM 


SfSSS;  ^ns  withthe  first  of  foe  final 

Fmi:  a.  nwtmxni  (13-2):* ».  ewga  £»  s“  qualifying  events,  the 
ram  (5o-i)  a ran.  2)t  3K.  (m  stoutB)  Dutch  Open,  which  starts 
oSi  TrioT’ es.'to.'  cS^asv'wMtever  today.  It  has  attracted  13 


goh  Ranger.  Opera  King.  7.15  <im  sty  of  the  top  25  in  the  European 
r™"  1,  6AWAMD.  R Him  (6-i):  s.  StaMfy  list  who  are  eomneHni.  fnr  a 


ten  (Br) 6-1 , 6-a:  H DraakmaM  (Ger ) m O oiwMt-iowwwp  czagan  i,  mawaRED,  R Hilts  (6-1);  2.  CTerrtfy  ((st  whQ  are  rnmneHne  fnr  a 

Munoz  ISp)  6-0.  6-1;  Q Btaoo  ISp)  Bi  F M).  RovndSHM,  HHurn  (Engl  l.  V SuD-  ;1(»-3Q  F«VJ;  3,  LktM  Ilnal  Horn  tQr  a 


SquHlart  (Arg)  6-3.  6*  F D— mtf  (Bal)  W baraman  (Ind)  0.  L— daraij  Dworskowska  ,40-1).  10  ran.  25.  UL  (J  Dunlop)  Tote;  AtSt  prize  Of  £116,660. 

M Sinner  (Geh  6-1.  6-ft  Y KafalnOnw  (Po'l  «t  E Danielian  (Amt).  Hunt.  M Lo-  £7.40:  C2.E0.  C1S0.  £310  Dual  F:  C950.  Half  the  virtnrinim  1QQC 
iRus)  M F MellgenJ  (Br)  6-1.  6-3;  B Kar-  mmelsttvIlB  (Om).  M ZlMmska  (Pol).  D Trkr  £182.7(1  CSF:  E23S3.  Trat  DSS.11.  J™  '■ t0rl?u® 

baohre  (Gar)  bt  J Novak  (Cz)  6-a.  6-4;  A aeteyto  (UBjL  TSergaeira  (Kuzlan  6.  _ 745  (9f  Oyd,)t  i,  ISNOnACK.  K Fallon  Tvyuer  lAlp  SIQe  are  m ganger 


CorvjftelSp)  ta  L Arnold  |Arg)  6-2.  6-7.  WORLD  JUMIORCHAHPIOMSMIP:  |6-n;  2,  Half  Ton  (1S-2);  3,  Mater  Jei-  of  being  replaced.  Of  those 

!lr?  ? 1°?^  « A Bqrasawgui  ISp)  itojad lew*!  V BMani Wani lj  Rojraon  mb  (5-1)  5-2  F«  w.Bflw  Dale.  8 ran.  Hd.  Ireland's  Phllin  Waltnn 

6-2.  6-3;  h AraaJ  (Mar)  bi  G Mandl  (Aut)  ISeot)  0:  A Floreen  (Rom)  t.  R Bates  (Engj  ivory)  Tom.  OLSft  Cl  .GO,  wm  5 “QUlp  Walton,  WHO 


6-4.  7-6.  R Purlan  (11)  bt  M Aurelia  Gorri 1 I ft  5 Reran  (Crol  X.  B Kelly  (Po|  X 


(Sp)  6-2.  6-4;  J 


(Sp)  bt  B Ullracti 


1 E Major.  A MonuavKh  (Rua).  H Bam- 


0691  22  88  ++ 


(C2)  6-2.  6-3.  N 1 1111HU  (ECU)  bt  J Tar-  kas  (Or).  T Doo  (V1WI.fi  Ponomarlov  (Ukr|. 
ango  (USj  6-3,  3-6.  &-1;  T Bteolu  (Aut)  H 5 Movcosian  (Czi.  T Snaked  (US)  all  6. 
C Coata  (Sp)  6-3.  6-1.  aim:  Rows  on  5;  Botes.  Kelly  4. 

ATP  IH  IF  HI  1 1 OPC9H  (Lds  Angelas);  Rnt 


'P-  !■»  I*WT|  iwn.  LI-W4,  la-uv,  T r*  , " _ 

D 80.  CXxaf  F:  £2£L50.  CSF.  C^S-flS.  TrteasC  0©at  Jay  liBBS  tO  SeCUTG  the 

iLiPS  winning  point  at  Oak  Hill. 

ROCKS,  L oettert  I’OO-dur  *.  »«re.  «*  anrl  th.  TT 


(Aua)  bt  fi  Jaball 


5 Movsiaan  im. _tj snaked  (us)  on  6.  sky*  (7-ij;  3,  Aaaf  wnd  0-2  Fav).  6 and  foe  Yorkshireman  How- 

Atem  Rows  on  5:  Botes.  Kelly  4.  ran  >£.  nk.  (I  Balding)  Tote.  £2.70:  £1.70,  ard  Clark  are  resigned  to 

OwollBMB  E240.  Dual  F:  £11^0.  CSF.  03.20.  Bj4B  *hpir  rsf<»  nritK  thn  rTT 

cycling  (in  2f  Tyda>  1,  aoohy  aunt,  Pat  Ed-  foe  former 


Basketball 

After  weeks  of  uncertainty  it 
looks  as  though  the  Worthing 
Bears  will  compete  again  In 
foe  Budweiser  League  next 
season.  The  club  will  an- 
nounce tomorrow  which  of 
two  firm  proposals  they  have 
chosen  to  take  foe  three-time 
Wembley  championship  play- 
off winners  forward. 

The  Manchester  Giants 
have  signed  Jabbar  Jones,  a 
6ft  Sin  centre-forward  voted 
Most  Valuable  Flayer  in  Por- 
tugal's Second  Division  last 
season.  The  Leicester  Riders 
have  signed  foe  6ft  7in  centre- 
forward  Billy  Singleton  from 
the  Chester  Jets. 

The  London  Towers,  the 
only  British  club  to  enter 
European  competition  next 
season,  will  begin  a tough 
European  Cup  qualifying  pro- 
gramme at  Hapoel  Eilat,  the 
Israeli  League  runners-up,  on 
Tuesday  September  16.  They 
then  play  Stefanel  Milan.  Beo- 
banka  Belgrade,  Homed  of 
Budapest  and  Tatami  Rhon- 
dorf  of  Germany. 


from  Canada  two  weeks 
ahead  of  schedule  in  an  at- 
tempt to  persuade  them  to 
keep  it  going,  urhes  Vic  Bat ■ 
chelder.  The  directors'  two- 
week  deadline  for  the  Pan- 
thers' sale  at  £750,000  — with 
any'  new  owner  clearing  debts 
of  £250,000  — or  closure,  ex- 
pired yesterday. 

Manchester  Storm  have 
signed  foe  29-year-old  Cana- 
dian goalminder  Jim  Hriv- 
nak.  who  played  85  NHL 
games  with  dubs  in  Washing- 
ton and  St  Louis  before  mov- 
ing to  Germany,  where  he 
spent  last  season  with  Co- 
logne Sharks. 


Hockey 

Jon  Wyatt,  England's  new 
captain,  has  been  named 
National  League  Player  of  the 
Season  for  the  second  time  In 
three  seasons,  writes  Pat  JRou*- 
ley.  He  captained  Reading  to 
their  first  premier  division 
title. 


Boxing 


Derbyshire 

Durham 

Essex 


Glamorgan  34 


Gloucs. 

Hampshire 


Kent 

37 

Somerset 

43 

Lancs 

38 

Surrey 

44 

Lelcs. 

39 

Sussex 

45 

Middlesex 

40 

Warwicks. 

46 

Northants. 

41 

Worcester 

47 

Nottingham 

42 

Yorkshire 

48 

J?  J. yrsi??"  1ArTn>  M * TOUfi  HE  FRANCS}  Stafta  17  (Frttou.g  aory  17-2);  a,  Kxmbm  (4-*  Fav);  3,  lying  -J9fo  in  the  List  and  foe 
3 lc  Co'rnflr-  Z'B-Sfcmi'  1.  N Sieplwna  fAus)  ffcrarer  (11-41.  7 ran.  X.  7.  (Mre  J latter  not  in  foe  first  100 

N FwlP»w  54mln  38sac;  2.  O Camenzlnd  Cecl)  Tote:  £4.70;  £1S0.  £130.  Dual  F-  rVT.jT 


h«Mo  « EaSin^sAV7i£  2fSSi: ^ Fixtures  S?Sifn(leacILrw?1^v® 

SWtSKS  quaiUylng  events  to  get 

(Rus)  6-0.  6-1:  f Haaritelu  (Nnmi  ot  M mm  ai^.a^S  paSanm'iteMtone  into the  top  io  who  gain  auto- 


6-3. 

ATT  CROATIA  OPEN  (Uftiag). 


wm  be  at  the  US  PGA  next 
month  and  each  will  have  to 


Complete  county  scores  0891  22  88  30 

THE  ASHES 


F’E^WrtMSpi'Krir^iAM;  Football  maticse 

MoSmSwMnaeraio  interna-  'SffirST?  U 555  111601 

Tkhul  (NBwCflsflel-  Hnt  rand:  D v.ilrrJ  .o  n .1  1 <■  B Rim  iue«)  tey  v Preswn:  Bairw  v Caritala;  BorwaH  v 

M6Lo^) 5-1. 7-6.  A Lolcrate<,  HSchln  v 


Test  Match 


Live  Commentary 
Match  Reports 


0891  22  88  28 
0891  22  88  29 


Sapaford  (GB)  bi  M Lee  (GB)  6-1.  7-6;  A 
■BiobrelJc  (Aral  tn  J Apeii  (Sw|  4-e. 
7-6. 6-1:  a OiUrtifiartl  (II)  M N Bruno  fit) 
7-6.  2-1  ret  J Parlint  (F i)  bt  B Gallk  [Slot 

6- 1. 6-4,  J Ina  (Sp)  bt  S PescoaoUdo  (II) 

7- 5.  6-1;  O Buntea  M C Van  G*r»o 
[Ball  7-6,  3-6.  7-5;  F Santavo  (Fr)  W F 
Dondfl  (Uru)  6-1.  6-ft.  T GuanBeAa  (Fr)  bt 
O Sorrano  ill)  3-3.  6-4:  A BooUdt  (Fr)  bt 


into  the  top  10  who  gain  auto- 
matic selection. 

The  other  two  in  danger  of 
missing  out  are  Sam  Tor- 


CMJL3  COST  SOP  FBI  MH.  AT  AUL  raas. 

SUWU3J  BV.  IMS.  15mmkuuc.i£B«ls1  &b.  hsjuc:  0171  7134473 


J ArnHi  (Swai  4-e  fn'4?'  Co!?S  Uno  28.2ft  uomaintM  v Dundsa  |7j0|:  St  AOnin  v mnee  (13th),  the  funner-un 

i gA'Ss.'sauga.^ai’-j  ssxssszTsrsu  j«.ii11»V5i! 

HSPmMwHtfbiU)  <Uw  «■  Scl"**  Scurawpa  V Lincnin C. Gala  Fairyoean v Italian  CoStantino  Rocca 

“£11^  Evenina  P v , •»* >*m» 

T OnaSata  IFri  bi  CWen,nO  RaCIHg  C v Tranmtetr,  CrawWy  Tn  v Pott  Vote  fling  With  fojury  and  pOOr 

i:  A Baotacto  (Fr)  bt  LEICESTER  F&'fSZTESSZ  » SSSJ" 

THBwasTcufl-  i,  emeu  of  auMHc,  b . . Both  are  the  wrong  side  of 

*£££&££  aTJE' VrtWr  JKSS  Rugby  LeaflUO  « ^ ^er  pressure  from 

Brodunan  lAusl  6-3.  Tnw  ra  n hi  nan"  1 AHIAHCK  CHAMFtOHSHM  HallUx  I foe  younaer  eenerof  inn  with 


O Mutts  (Frl  7-6.  B-3  mflii-g-kwrehi..-.— - v west  Ham  Xt  Hanteuooi  v uoHwnren.  Both  are  foe  wrong  side  Of 

wEFmEZSESSIZ  Ruflby  LeaflUO  « ^ pressure  frtm 

srAwnearas  kskE  xrsssssy 

8-4:  n lialMua  (Hal)  w j Najudi*  (Can)  S«>nani  rio  CW  Mft  S K]  ¥ WWner- Vwk  Shlteli  i»  ■ _ Lee 

R_n  a n— l,  u i hi  n r"3nl  *•  ■BLEAD,  „ DMalM:  FllnfkivvU  Westwood  IlfiVinf*  rtl  rnii.r  <•„ 


7 8-4;  m Hxla>u«  (BUI)  W J WalBdl»  lean)  7 io  cm  Mat  i^hhuuil  «)  Pbrt  Obrlakw UWi  v WWner.  Yo»k  l!lar.Ke  ^nd  Lee 

J //6\lliarai3ll  ■ CJ 1 NTERACXXVE  M.WH  Omda  (ig  W O aafabansem-  Sf’LoA  i v Devrsburr.  Saaood  DMxlac  Blackpool  WeStWOOd  having  already  Se- 

^ 1 kom  (B«a)  6-4. 7-a:  S caale  nisi  hi  a K twfw  ffifSJRILA  « Lw“  Oona3*m  * cured  Rj-dor  Cup  debuts. 


It  has  been  confirmed  that 
Lennox  Lewis,  the  YVBC 
heavyweight  champion,  will 
defend  bis  title  against 
Andrew  Golota  of  Poland  on 
October  4 in  Atlantic  City  or 
Las  Vegas. 

Tennis 

A record-breaking  131  nations 
will  compete  in  the  199B  Davis 
Cup,  the  international  Tennis 
Federation  said  yesterday. 
Flrst-iime  entries  from  Hon- 
duras. Netherlands  Antilles. 
St  Lucia  and  foe  US  Virgin 
Islands  have  been  accepted  by 
the  federation. 

Ice  Hockey 

The  directors  of  Nottingham 
Panthers  have  postponed  a 
due  is  Ion  on  the  club's  future 
until  the  weekend  when  the 
coach  Mike  Blaisdell  returns 


Chess 

Harriet  Hunt  advanced  into 
joint  second  place  at  the 
World  Girls*  Championship 
in  Poland  with  on  oigh  th- 
ro urni  victory  over  V Subbar- 
a man,  the  Indian  No.  1,  writes 
Leonard  Barden.  The  19- year 
old  Hum.  from  Oxford, 
ranked  Britain’s  No.  2 wom- 
an, scored  her  sixth  win  of  foe 
championship  ami  now  lifts 
only  bnir  n point  behind  Po- 
land's Joanna  Dworakowsto. 
who  leads  the  57-nation,  13- 
round  contest. 


Cycling 

Scotland's  Craig  MaeLoan 
broke  foe  British  record  tor 
the  Dying  200  metres  when  he 
led  the  sprint  quullQors  in  the 
BCF  National  Track  Champi- 
onships in  Manchester  yester- 
day. The  City  of  Edinburgh 
rider  clocked  1Q.637WC  to 
shave  twu-hundredths  of  a 
second  off  the  previous  record 
set  by  Aiwyn  McMatitln  W08' 
cow  last  Ortoher. 
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Cricket 


Paul  Weaver  sees 
the  grand  old  man 
of  Essex  in  emotional 
mood  at  Chelmsford 


THE  former  England 
opening  batsman,  on 
the  brink  of  retire- 
ment, worked  bis  way  to 
the  crease  as  television 
cameras  and  microphones, 
and  a larger  than  average 
crowd,  formed  a bustling 
boundary  to  this  friendly 
little  ground.  Worcester- 
shire’s Tim  Curtis  is  not 
used  to  such  a fuss.  Besides, 
everyone  had  come  to 
watch  Graham  Gooch. 

It  was  Gooch's  Mg  day, 
Ms  44th  birthday  and  the 
start  of  his  391st  and  last 
first-class  game  for  Essex. 
The  dressing  room  was  Ut- 
tered with  cards  and  fond 
messages,  Colchester’s  Lib- 
eral Democrat  MP  Bob  Rus- 
sell tabled  a Commons  mo- 
tion, signed  by  six  other 
MP5.  listing  the  player's 
achievements  for  club  and 
country,  and  Chelmsford’s 
town  crier  Tony  Appleton 
clanged  a huge  bdL 
It  was  all  a bit  of  an  anti- 
climax; he  never  got  to  the 
wicket  After  leading  the 
side  out  he  spent  the  day 
chugging  between  second 
slip,  midwicket,  deep  mid- 
off  and  mid-on,  where  he 
fluffed  a catch.  He  scarcely 
touched  the  ball  before,  at 
short  mid-on , he  picked  up 
his  558th  catch  to  dismiss 
Vikram  Solanki  before 
Worcestershire  finished 
the  day  on  328  for  six. 

At  the  end  Gooch,  who  is 
sometimes  thought  unemo- 
tional, choked  back  tears 
and  said:  “My  father,  Alf, 


The  last  stand . . . Graham  Gooch  acknowledges  the  applause  as  lw  begins  hie  final  county  *n«teh  far  T^ga»r 


who  passed  away  in  Decem- 
ber. wanted  me  to  play  one 
last  season.  I’m  just  a bit 
sad  that  it’s  not  been  as 
good  a season  as  it  could 
have  been  for  Mm  If  he’s 
watching  from  up  there.  He 
was  my  biggest  supporter 
and  I miss  him  a lot.”  Then, 
visibly  moved,  he  hurried 
to  the  pavilion. 

Sometime  today,  Gooch 
will  play  MS  988th  innings 


and,  it  is  hoped,  add  to  his 
44,830  first-class  runs  (av- 
erage 49.15). 

The  scorer  of  more  Test 
runs  than  any  other  Eng- 
lishman is  indifferent  to 
figures,  hut  if  he  was  not  he 
might  have  selected 
Worcestershire  as  his  last 
opponents.  Against  them, 
he  produced  his  best  bowl- 
ing figures,  seven  far  14  at 
Ilford  in  1982,  and  he  has 


averaged  72L31  with  the 
bat,  his  best  record  against 
another  county. 

He  made  his  Essex  debut 
against  WinrthmnpfatitMwt 
at  WestcUff-on-Sea  in  1973, 
when  be  was  lbw  to  Bob 
Cottam  for  18,  and  played 
bis  first  Championship 
matph  at  this  ground  the 
following  year,  when  he 
scored  a run-a-minnte  cen- 
tury against  Leicestershire. 


The  only  disappointment 
is  that  he  has  left  Essex 
feeling  miffed  about  the 
manner  of  going  — an- 
nounced in  a Sunday  news- 
paper before  he  had  told 
the  club.  “1  felt  Irritated 
about  the  way  tt  was  done 
but  that’s  Graham  and  he’s 
always  done  hi6  own 
thing,”  said  Essex’s  secre- 
tary and  general  manager 
Peter  Edwards.  “But  that 


PHOTOGRAPH:  STEFAN  ROUSSEAU 

cannot  cloud  what  the  man 
has  done  over  the  years. 
He’s  been  a great  player 
and  a great  role  model." 

In  the  end.  the  day  be- 
longed to  Worcestershire, 
with  Ruben  Spiring  (119 
not  ont)  and  Solanki  adding 
151  in  49  overs  for  the  sixth 
wicket  after  Curtis  had 
scored  an  uncharacteristi- 
cally sprightly  33  from  54 
balls. 


County  Championship:  Derbyshire  v Glamorgan 


May  bugs  the  leaders  in  the  wake  of  Rollins  romp 


Paul  Rees  aft  Queen1*  Park 


Lightning  is  forecast 
today  but  will  it  strike 
twice  for  DerbysMre, 
bottom  of  the  table  without  a 
victory?  Their  best  total  of  the 
season  was  523  against  Hamp- 
shire last  month  — also  here 
In  Chesterfield. 

They  contrived  to  lose  that 
;game  and  Phillip  DeFreitas 


will  not  have  forgotten  the 
fact  if  he  is  in  a position  to 
consider  a declaration  after 
Derbyshire's  top  order  domi- 
nated the  attack  of  the  leaders 
Glamorgan  yesterday. 

Matthew  Maynard,  suspi- 
cious of  a damp,  green  wicket, 
chose  to  field  but  the  only 
movement  came  an  the  bound- 
ary, where  spectators  regu- 
larly retrieved  the  ball  in  the 
opening  session. 


Waqar  Younis  - and  Steve 
Wat-kin  bowled  too  short  and 
were  treated  with  disdain  by 
Adrian  Rollins  and  Michael 
May,  playing  only  his  third 

Championship  gamp 

Rollins  pulled  and  cut  with 
such  effect  that  he  reached 
his  half-century  off  34  deliver- 
ies, 48  coming  in  boundaries, 
and  was  acknowledging  the 
applause  for  bis  century  six 
minutes  before  lunch. 


- .While  Rollins  was  aggres- 
sive and,  at  times,  contemptu- 
ous, May  was  more  circum- 
spect, waiting  for  loose 
deliveries  which  were  less 
plentiful  after  lunch.  His  half- 
century  took  55  balls  but  he 
needed  another  129  to  reach 


his  first  Championship 
hundred. 

Rollins  and  May  put  on  247, 
a record  for  any  wicket  in 
matches  between  Derbyshire 


and  Glamorgan,  before  the 
former  mistimed  a drive  off 
the  slow  left-armer  Dean 
Cosker,  Glamorgan's  princi- 
pal spinner  in  the  absence  of 
Robert  Craft  and  the  only 
bowler  to  impress. 

Glamorgan  fought  back  in 
the  last  session,  324  for  one 
becoming  372  for  four  after 
Waqar  and  Watkin  rebuilt 
self-respect  Adams  played  on, 
a tired  May  played  across  the 


line  to  Watkin,  whose  first 
five  overs  had  cost  45  runs, 
and  Kim  Barnett,  taking 
guard  outside  leg  stump  to 
Waqar,  was  superbly  caught 
behind  by  Adrian  Shaw. 

Derbyshire  finished  on  379 
for  four,  more  modest  than 
once  threatened,  but  they  are 
still  in  a position  to  put  the 
match  beyond  the  visitors  — 
as  they  were  against 
Hampshire. 


Middlesex  v Kent 


Pitch  battle  as 
1 9 wickets  fall 


David  Foot  at  Lord's 


THE  only  clouds  hover- 
ing over  this  hallowed 
citadel  were  those  of  ap- 
prehension and  uncertainty 
as  the  game  braces  itself  for 
Lord  MacLaurin's  radical 
overhaul.  To  eavesdrop  round 
the  ground  was  to  sense  some- 
thing similar  to  being  at  the 
hustings  with  voters  Impa- 
tient for  change  but  uneasy 
about  what  it  might  bring. 

On  the  field  the  two  teams 
— and  a capricious  track  — 
did  their  best  to  offer  a dis- 
traction to  the  debate.  Nine- 
teen wickets  fell  and  Middle- 
sex ended  on  103  for  nine,  far 
more  uncomfortably  placed 
than  they  would  have  wished 
in  reply  to  Kent's  modest  208. 

Martin  McCague  high- 
lighted the  spiteful  elements 
in  the  pitch  by  taking  three 
late  wickets  without  conced- 
ing a run  — all  catches  to 
gully  — and  the  umpires  will 
now  make  a report. 

The  Kent  total  after  win- 
ning the  toss,  was  better  than 
had  looked  likely  after  their 
first  four  wickets  fell  for  24. 
Angus  Fraser  belied  his  lum- 


bering appearance  with  a fine 
stint  of  three  for  10,  assisted 
by  Trevor  Ward's  injudicious 
hook  and,  for  Matthew  Walk- 
er’s dismissal,  a spectacular 
one-handed  catch  by  Keith 
Brown. 

Phil  Tufnell  excelled  in 
mid-afternoon,  taking  three 
for  five  in  25  balls  as  Kent 
revealed  their  fallibility  with 
the  sweep.  The  only  signifi- 
cant resistance  came  from 
Alan  Wells  and  Steve  Marsh. 
But  before  that  Matthew 
Fleming  had  unfurled  a true 
Royal  Greenjacket  flourish 
when  he  hooked  a six  and  hit 
seven  fours  in  making  44. 

Middlesex's  response  was 
no  more  assured  as  they  rap- 
idly lost  four  wickets  against 
excellent  fast  howling.  Alan 


Igglesden  claimed  his  first 
wicket  for  nearly  two  years 
but  it  was  McCague,  with  his 
pace,  lift  and  venom,  who  en- 
snared the  home  county. 

Mike  Gatting  survived 
through  . resolve,  a few 
punchy  pulls  and  some  good 
fortune  before  perishing  cm 
the  last  hah-  It  had  been  a day 
for  the  bowlers  — and  it  will 
be  interesting  to  know  what 
the  umpires  have  to  say. 


Grounds  for  hope  in  dispute 


David  Hopps 


Zion  ' 


PAUL  CADDICK.  foe  prop- 
erty developer  intent  on 
saving  Headingley  from  clo- 
sure, has  offered  to  withdraw 
from  discussions  in  an  effort 
to  persuade  Yorkshire  back  to 
the  negotiating  table. 

Yorkshire  are  intent  on 
abandoning  Headingley  for  a 
£50  million  site  near  Wake- 
field but  Caddick,  rbalrman 
of  Headingley’s  ow°ers  — the 
Leeds  Cricket.  Football  and 
Athletic  Company  --is  refus- 
ing to  cdlow  them  to  break  the 
terms  of  a lease  that  has  more 
than  80  years  to  run. 

Caddick  yesterday  pro- 
moted plans  for  the  regenera- 
tion of  Headingley  which,  like 

the  Wakefield  scheme,  are  de- 
pendent on  substantial  Lot- 
tery finds. 


While  the  dispute  persists 
the  Sports  Council  will  not  ar- 
bitrate or  recommend  etuis' 
scheme.  Caddick  recognises 
that  the  stalemate  can  be  bro- 
ken only  if  Yorkshlreagree  to 

re-open  discussions. 

However,  that  is  unlikely 
while  Sir  Lawrence  Byford, 
Yorkshire's  president,  contin- 
ues to  support  a move  that 
was  approved  three  to  one  by 
members  at  foe  annual  meet- 
ing in  March. 

“If  it  would  encourage 
Yorkshire  to  give  feir  consid- 
eration to  our  redevelopment 

i would  gladly  step 
down  from  the  talks,”  Cad- 
dick  said  yesterday.  “Sir  Law- 
rence Is  an  honourable  man, 
but  I believe  he  is  misguided. 
Yorkshire  must  realise  that 
their  financial  calculations 
for  Wakefield  are  simply 

uarealisahle.'’ 


Flintoff  chooses 
perfect  time  for 
maiden  century 


Don  Beat 


Andrew  flintoff 

chose  a most  appropri- 
ate time  to  score  Ms  maiden 
century  for  Lancashire.  His 
117  against  Hampshire  at 
Southampton  yesterday 
i-ama  In  Hb  last  match  be- 
fore he  goes  off  to  lead  Eng- 
land Under-l9s  against 
Zimbabwe. 

Flintoff  who  Mt  22  fours 
and  a six,  shared  a stand  of 
214  for  the  fifth  wicket  with 
Mike  Watktnson  (102  not 
out),  and  with  Nathan 
Wood  adding  a career-best 
82  and  Graham  Lloyd  scor- 
ing SO,  Hampshire  chased 
leather  all  day. 

The  visitors  closed  on  423 
for  five  after  Hampshire 
had  dropped  Lloyd  on  33, 
Watkinson  on  51  and,  most 
expensive  of  all,  Flintoff 
when  he  had  made  only  12. 

Durham  lost  eight  pre- 
lunch  wickets  for  25  and 
were  shot  out  for  86  at 
Cheltenham  — their  lowest 
first-innings  score  in  the 
championship. 

Durham’s  tonnentor-in- 
chief  was  the  home  captain 
Mark  Alleyne,  who  enjoyed 
a 12-ball  spell  that  brought 
him  the  wickets  of  John 
Morris,  David  Boon  and 
Nick  Speak  for  three  runs 
and  finished  with  five  for 
14  in  8.2  overs.  Then,  after 
Gloucestershire  had  lost 
their  first  three  wickets  for 
28,  Alleyne  ended  the  day 
on  77  not  out,  with  Ms  side 
on  263  for  five. 

Darren  Blcknell  hatted 
Northamptonshire  into 
submission  with  a wonder- 
ful 162  as  Surrey  amassed 
386  for  four  at  Northamp- 
ton’s County  Ground.  The 
opener,  playing  in  bis  first 
championship  match  for 
five  weeks  and  without  a 
first-class  50  this  season, 
hit  24  boundaries  and  a five 
and  shared  a third-wicket 
stand  of  175  with  Adam 
Hollioake  (81). 

Matthew  bowman’s 
championship-best  125  not 
out  left  Leicestershire 
regretting  their  decision  to 
put  Nottinghamshire  into 
bat  at  Grace  Road.  Dowman 
batted  for  all  hut  10  min- 
utes of  the  day,  which  the 
visitors  ended  on  296  for 
nine. 


Scoreboard 


Britannic  Assurance 

Championship 

(Biw  day  of  tour,  today,  1UW 

OMUCOT—  * DURHAM 
CtodulaM  GtousastaratUrB  ffictsi  load 
Durham  Bf  try  167  run  win  IJve  flraWiv- 
nings  tnckats  standing. 


JdB Lewis  nwb  Young  

li  A Rasaaerty  c Davis  b Young  . 
J E Morris  e Davis  b Alleyns 


NJSpoakc  WHghl  b Alleyne *s 

"O  C Boon  C Ftacaell  b Alleyne 

tM  P Spelflhl  e Ball  b Lewis 

U J Foster  C BaH  S Young  

J Bolling  lbw  b Lewis 

J Wood  c Davis  D Alleyn* 

S J E Brown  c Averts  b Alleyne  — 

A Walker  not  out 

Extras  (11*1 


Tots!  (3Z2  orsrsj 
Pal  of  vetehafcB : 

as.es 


2.  Z1.6l.8S.  TO.  70.70, 


Ba  wMina  Young  IO-4-0-&  Lento 
12-4-35-2  Averts  5-3-2W);  Alleyne 
aj-2-14-5. 


A J Wright  tow  b Brown O 

MGM  Windows  c Speight  bBrown—  78 

T H C Hancock  e 8 b Wood T 

M A Lynch  lbw  bBrown f 

9 Young  e Spelgh!  b Brown  — 88 

-MWADsynenoUM* — 77 

tflC  Bussed  not  out IT 

Extras  (toB.  wZ,  nb14) 84 


Total  (torS.66overa)— 8S3 

Kas  of  Vdcfcatto  0,25.91.144. 186. 

Ta  bat:  M C J Bart.  J Lewis.  J M M Averts. 
RPDavts. 

Brown  17— 4-7V4;  Wood 


13-3-44-1;  Foster  Tt-t-53-a  Walker 
15-3-48-0;  Boling  9-3-38-0;  Boon 
l-O-Z-O. 

UinphaacJC  BaMeratone  and  KE 
Palmer. 


woreaetersblra  (3pts)  nava 
scored  329  tor  six  In  their  first  Innings 
against  Essex  (ZJ. 


TM  Moody  lbw  b Such 

TS  Curtis  c Cowan  b Andrew . 

C AHkA  low  6SO  Law 

KR  Spiring  rot  tail 


G R Haynes  c S G Law  b Such  — 
D A Lsstitofdato  c Rodina  b Such 
V S S0U»*l  c Gooch  b S G Law  _ 
M Rawnsley  not  out 


Extras  (toS.w4.nb16) 88 

Total  (tor  6, 104  ovan) 

PMI  of  i rinks—  S3. 98. 12B,  139. 166. 317. 
T*  bato  ts  J Rhodes.  9 R LamfttL  A 
Sherlyar. 

■mtos  Cowan  9-0-48-0:  D R Law 
15-4-46-0:  Andrew  12-3-20-1;  Irani 

ia-t-53-O:  Such  31-3-82-3;  SG  Law 

7-1-20-2  GrayaonlA-i-KH). 

J W Htddar  and  G 1 Burgeas- 


Nottinghamshire  (2ptsl  nave 

scored  290  tor  itina  In  moir  first  Innings 
against  LatcaMerahlre  (4). 

womwoHiu— — 

FWatl  iliga 

G E Wafton  c Mxon  0 ktillna 0 

*R  T Robinson  cN  xofi  bWsBs » 

MP  Cowman  not  out  1*8 

NJ  AstiocSmBnoMsHaHy ib 

GFAierurc  Mxon  b Johnson — _ ao 
UAUalcMaonoMRIns  *8 

C M Tolley  c Pierson  b Ormshd  — — » 

tWM  Noon  tow  bPlenon a 

PJFranfcab  Ormond 8 

MN  Bowen  bMullatiy 4 

A R Oram  not  oof O 

E»rs»  fbl.  Ib1£  vr4,  nblfl) *» 


TotaJ  Her  B.  107  avers) ** 

Fsa  of  Wlnfcstet  TO.  51. 67. 131.  ZCB.  £44. 
2S1.Zn.29A 

Bow  Boot  MILfnB  17-9-7V2  MuBaHy 
26-7-86-2:  WWa  64-16-1;  Ormond 
30-7-64-2  Ptorson  27-11-38-1:  Johnson 
6-3-17-1. 

A A Jones  and  fi  A White 


(4pm)  trad  Kent  (4)  by 
one  first -Inn  logs  wicket 


D P Fufton  c HewM  b Fraser 4 

ET  Smith  b Fraser 10 

TR  want  c Brown  bHswttt O 

A P Walls  cPooleyb  Turned S3 

M J Walker  c Brown  b Fraser — 

M V Ranting  c Shah  b Johnson  — - 

P A Strang  c Wawces  b Hewht 12 

T6A  Mann  c Shah  bTidnon 40 

B J PMIUps  e Kallls  b Weafces 1* 

MJ  McCague  bTutnetl ' 

APIgglasden  not  out O 

Extras  (Ib4,  wk,  nM) 13 

Total  (723  overt) 308 

Pa8  of  wltSstei  13.  IS.  16.Z4.B8.10Z. 
187.202. 206. 

Bowdwoi  Fraser  14-Z-4&-3.  Hewitt 
13-4-41-2  Keiita  12-2-40-0:  Johnson 
12-6-89-1:  Tutnell  12-S-8V-2  Weeks* 
83-048-1. 


i biggie 

J H Kellie  c Welts  b Igglesden 10 

*MRRamprakasn  tow  b McCague  — 9 

MW  Gafina  b McCague 41 

JCPooiey  DMoCegue i 

O A Shah  lbw  b Phillips 13 

ARC  Fraser  c Strang  a McCague — O 

fKH  Browne  Strang b McCague O 

RL  Johnson  e Strang  bUtCague — o 

J P Hewitt  nol  out a 

Extras  (018  tb*.w2) 18 

Total  (for  0.31  overs) 103 

M ad  wfcfcetailB.  27. 33. 56.  92. 94. 84. 
94. 103. 

TobwtaPCRTutnelL 
Bowdegi  McCague  TS  4 40  6:  Igglesden 
7-0-23-2  PtiDUpe  4-2-8-1;  Strang 
6-B-7-0 

UR**wa>  J H Hampshire  and  D J 
Constant. 


— jrray  (4pts)  have  scored 

386  tor  four  In  their  first  Innings  against 
NortiwnpKmsNre  (1). 


DJBIcknaMc  Taylor  b Snaps 

j D Ratctfife  c & b Teytor 

I J Ward  c Warren  D Boswell 

’A  J HoJHoake  run  Out 

A 0 Brown  not  out . 


B C Holltoaka  not  oid 18 

lib6.ws.nbiB) 34 


Total  (tor  4. 104  overs) »8a 

M of  «Uto>  53. 73.  248  332. 

TO  faafcCCLewts.tJN  Betty,  MPBIefc- 
nell.  I D K Salisbury,  j E Benlamhi. 

— i mm  Mohammad  18-Wi-O:  Taylor 
18-8-98-1;  Penbarthy  13-3-39-0:  Boawell 
16-3-89-1:  Snaps  26-6-99-1:  Bade* 
11-2-26-0. 

Itoptaa  J H Harm  and  A G T 
Whitehead. 


hire 

scored  «32  tor  tore  to  their 
against  Hampshire  (4). 


(4ptsl  have 
tlrsi  innings 


J E R Gslllan  tow  b Bovfll  . 
NTWoodcStnnnbUtol  . 

N H Fabbrother  nm  out 


GDUoydc  Smith  bUdei 90 

A Fltotofl  c 8 b Btaphenaon 11T 

•M  Watidnaon  not  out 102 

D JShatdom  not  out ■ 

Extras  (b*.  ftB.  no?) iz 


TotaJ  (tor  5. 104  oven) asa 


MolwktatK?t,  33,191,194.409. 

Ts  baft  I D Austin.  TW  K Hegg.  G Vaiaa,  P 
J Martin. 

Bowdngi  Bovfll  22-6-63-1;  MSburn 
Z7-4-W-0;  Stephenson  26-7-88-1;  Udsf 
20-8-111-2:  Man  8-8-40-0;  Ketch 
3-0-17-0. 

D R Shepherd  and  P iMDay. 


■norCMBflH 

Cliunlnnahlp 

■ckhMapfcm  HeretonJBhke  226-6  and 
296-9  (D  A Graham  88;  Cross  B-5B). 
Cheshire  209-6  and  313-8  (R  G Hignett 
112,  J D Gray  S3).  Cheshire  (Sqaa)  Mt 
Harefortisnire  (6)  by  two  wfcko» 


DBtBYSKBUK  v OUMOROAH 


Derbyshire  (4 pus)  have 

scored  379  tor  four  m their  first  innings 
against  Glamorgan  (1) 


A S Rollins  c James  b Cosker  148 

M R May  c James  b Watkin 118 

CJ  Adame  DWaoar 48 

K J Barnett  c Show  b Waqar ZS 

M JVandrau  not  out — 11 

A J Hama  not  out B 

Extras  Ib1.to7.wfi.  nb7) S3 

Total  (tor  4. 104  ovaraj- 370 

Pal  of  urtekatm  3*7. 324. 345. 372- 
To  ban  V P Clarks,  f K M Knkken.  TAJ 
DeFreUas,  PAIdred.  D E Malcolm. 

BowOng- Waqar  17-1-69-2:  WatUn 
20-4-90-1:  Butcher  9-6-36-0:  Thomas 
14-3-70-0:  Dale  B-2-33-0:  Cosker 
34-13-66-1.  Maynard  I -0-6-0 

JO  Band  and  V A Holder 


Second  XI  Ctiamplonnhlp 

(Second  day  c4  tour,  today.  11.0) 
Cfaeator-lo-Sfreeft  Notiinghamshlre 
310-6  dec  (M  Newell  61no).  Durham  66-2- 
Pontypridd;  Glamorgan  402-9  dec  (R  V 
Almond  149.  A W Evans  100.  A P Davte  6S) 
Hampshire  403-8  [A  D Mascarennai 
Ulna.  W F Kendall  SR:  Oavres  4-661 
(First  day  of  three:  today.  11.01 
Caatarimryi  Middx  235  (K  P Dutch  65. 
Liang  6-46).  Ken  27-0.  Dunstable:  North- 
ants  484-9  dec  fT  C Walton  219.  D J Capei 
111.  A J Swann  66:  Cauar  4-100)  v 
Derbys.  The  Ovab  Surrey  377-10  (G  J 
Kermis  96.  R M Pearson  73rw.  R W Nowell 
66;  Smith  699).  SomorWI  41-0.  HotonlO. 
Gioucs  146  [Artree  5-45).  Warts  283-3  fw 
G Khan  79.  M A Shaikh  88noj  Wercaator: 
Essex  344-9  dec  (W  Rltzema  106.  T p 
Hodgson  54.  Mlrza  4-72).  Worts  26-0. 

Starting  today 

FOURTH  TEST  (five  days:  today.  11  0) 
IliialBQlnyi  England  v Aistraiie. 
BRITANNIC  ASSURANCE  COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIP  (lour  days:  today.  12.0): 
mgt»— tour  Warwickshire  v Somerset 
TOUR  HATCH  Hour  days:  today.  11  Or 
Hovwt  Suaeex  v Pakistan  A. 

MINOR  COUNTIES  CHAMPIONSHIP 
(two  days:  today-  11.0):  BMbop*a  Stott- 
forth  Hertfordshire  v Staltordshlna 

• Northamptonshire's  chief  executive 
Stave  Coverdafa  confirmed  Dim  the  county 
have  spoken  to  the  AistraHon  legsplnner 
Shane  wame.  but  denied  making  any  firm 
otter.  Weore  Is  one  Ot  tour  overseas  play- 
ers Northerns  are  currently  in  negotiation 
with  lor  1998.  TWa  season  a Northampton 
Import-  the  Pakistani  Mohammad  Akram. 
has  struggled  to  fit  Into  his  new  environ- 
ment ana  role. 

Inman  spinner  Ami  Kumbfe  en|oyed  a 
succeashd  Summer  with  Northants  two 
years  ago  and  is  believed  to  be  on  the 
oirrant  ahort  lta.  Coverdalo  confirmed 
talks  with  one  cd  the  other  three  ployers 
had  reached  a more  advanced  stage  one 
oBoraa  Just  a MM  Dm  man  might  be  Kunv- 
Me.  "We  spoke  to  Sirens  to  ml  rum  about 
Ma  availability  when  Die  Australians  worn 
here  In  May  and  John  Emtursy  (Northanb 
esada)  spoke  to  Mm  at  Lord’s  test  Satur- 
day," aaM  CovprdBle  ' But  no  Otter  rws 
bean  made.  The  only  thing  I can  categort- 
otlty  aey  a that  Shane  didn't  ruto  ou  a 
move  to  Northanto  ■■ 

The  Warn  bufian  atLrounder  Phil  Sim- 
mons net  agreed  m return  to  Leicester 
next  summer. 

Pater  Welling,  toe  Middlesex  batsman, 
to  leave  the  county  to  become  a roach 
WsHIngs.  27.  Joined  UfiMesex  In  1886  and 
mode  nta  debut  against  Kent  « cainw- 
bury.  seating  48  end  41.  He  has  played  six 
llr&l-clnse  matchee  and  15  one-day 
matches  tor  Middtase*- 

Sussex  wfil  lieu  eigni  players  under  » 
tor  Their  tour-oay  match  a^lnst  Pakistan  A 
starting  at  Hove  today.  OMy  lour  rt  the 
playara  who  appeared  in  Susan's  test 
ChemtUoreMp  match  agamai  Lancashire 
weinouded— boismen  Ned  Taylor.  Keith 
GreerfleM  end  Rajesh  Roo  and  test 
bowler  James  Kirtiey. 

The  an-reunder  Va abaft  Drakes  Is  stui 
struggling  wttn  back  problem . while  bats- 
man Noll  Lenham  aggravatad  a knee  in- 
jury during  the  inpings  defeat  by. 

Lancashire. 

■ For  to  depot  tour  coverage,  oau-oy-oall 
scores  and  l he  most  comprehensive 
Ashes  archive  on  lite  Internet  visit  The 
Guardtan-Wisden  Asnes  97  website  as 
hOpd/warnr-ashec  co.uk 
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Rugby  Union 


Ebbw  Vale 
and  Cardiff 
get  best  of 
both  worlds 


Paul  Raos 


THE  Welsh  Rugby 
Union's  unhappy  run 
In  foe  High  Court  this 
year  continued  yes- 
terday when  Ebbw  Vale  and 
Cardiff  were  granted  an  in- 
junction which  allows  them 
to  play  in  Europe  and  in  the 
Union's  domestic  competi- 
tions next  season. 

The  two  dubs  had  been 
threatened  with  expulsion 
from  the  WRU  after  refusing 
to  allow  foe  Union  to  take  a 
golden  share  in  them  in 
return  for  television  money 
worth  some  £400,000  to  each 
of  them  annually. 

They  challenged  the 
Union's  right  to  issue  such  a 
condition,  saying  that  the 
golden  share,  which  would 
give  the  WRU  51  per  cent  of 
the  vote  should  it  decide  to 
call  a special  meeting  of  mem- 
bers because  of  financial  mis- 
management or  a threat  by  a 
club  to  go  it  alone,  was 
restrictive  and  that  participa- 
tion in  tournaments,  along 
with  income  from  television, 
was  a right,  not  a privilege. 

The  full  bearing  is  not  ex- 
pected for  12  months.  Yester- 
day’s injunction,  granted  by 
Mr  Justice  PoppIewelL  allows 
the  two  dubs  to  play  on  as 
normal  until  the  case  comes 
to  court  but  there  were  signs 
last  night  of  a negotiated 
settlement 

The  Cardiff  chief  executive 
Gareth  Davies  said:  “There  is 
an  offer  on  the  table  from  the 
WRU  for  us  to  sign  a legally 
binding  agreement  with  them 
but  there  are  differences  over 
how  long  that  term  should  be. 
Yesterday  was  a short-term 


victory  for  us  and  it  could  be 
another  12  months  before  the 
court  decides  whether  what 
the  Union  is  proposing  Is  le- 
gally valid.” 

Llanelli  have  this  week 
signed  a 10-year  agreement 
with  foe  WRU  as  an  alterna- 
tive to  the  golden  share  but. 
as  the  Union  is  in  foe  process 
of  buying  the  dub's  Stradcy 
Park  ground,  it  knows  the 
Scarlets  have  nowhere  to  go. 

If  talks  the  WRU  is  having 
with  Cardiff  and  Ebbw  Vale 
break  down,  the  expulsion 
threat  could  be  renewed,  de- 
spite yesterday’s  injunction. 

The  Union's  chairman  Ver- 
non Pugh  pointed  out  at  the 
annual  general  meeting  of 
member  dubs  earlier  this 
month  that  a special  meeting 
of  them  could  be  convened  to 
change  specific  sections  or  the 
constitution  which  would  in- 
validate the  membership  of 
Cardiff  and  Ebbw  Vale. 

That  would  see  a speedy 
return  to  the  High  Court, 
where  Ebbw  Vale  have 
notched  up  three  victories 
over  the  WRU  this  year,  the 
first  two  hearings  concerned 
foe  right  of  foe  dub's  No.  8 
Mark  Jones  to  have  a fair  dis- 
ciplinary hearing. 

Vale's  president  Paul  Rus- 
sell proclaimed  victory  after 
yesterday's  hearing  and 
warned  that  his  club  would 
continue  to  take  legal  action 
until  the  Union  was  “run  in 
foe  general  interest  of  foe 
dubs.  The  only  way  we  could 
get  the  WRU  to  recognise  its 
responsibilities  was  by  taking 
it  to  court.  It  is  sad  that 
money  that  belongs  to  us  and 
rugby  as  a whole  is  being 
used  to  fund  unnecessary 
court  actions.” 


Bristol  threaten 
to  sue  captain 


THE  Bristol  skipper  Mar- 
tin Corry  is  heading  for 
a showdown  with  his 
dub  after  yesterday  signing 
for  Leicester. 

Bristol  have  threatened  to 
take  legal  action  against 
Corry  if  he  tries  to  leave, 
claiming  he  still  has  a year  on 
his  contract  But  the  23-year- 
old  England  flanker  last  night 
insisted  he  had  only  commit- 
ted himself  to  Bristol  for  one 
year  from  May  1996,  and  said 
had  now  signed  a contract 
with  Leicester.  "The  decision 
was  a difficult  one,  but  I am 
determined  to  win  a place  in 
the  England  squad  and  Teel 
that  the  set-up  at  Leicester 
will  help  me  achieve  that 
goal,"  Corry  said. 

Corry  won  his  first  cap  on 
England's  tour  of  Argentina 
in  May,  and  becomes  the 
third  international  to  leave 
Bristol,  following  Mark  Re- 
gan and  Simon  Shaw  out  of 
foe  Memorial  Ground.  In  a 
statement,  released  through 
his  solicitors,  he  said  his  deci- 
sion to  leave  was  not  based  on 
financial  grounds,  as  Bristol’s 
offer  of  enhanced  terms  ex- 
ceeded the  Leicester  deal 
The  Bristol  coach  Alan 
Davies  said:  “He  is  either  go- 
ing to  be  in  a legal  dispute 
with  us  or  he  will  {day  for 
Bristol  next  season-  It  is  not 
good  and  the  sooner  we  sort 


out  some  uniformity  for  the 
sport,  foe  better.  It  has  hap- 
pened in  soccer  and  we  will 
not  have  clubs  chasing  play- 
ers who  are  in  contract'' 

Davies  added  that  Robert 
Jones,  the  former  British 
Isles  and  Wales  scrum-halt 
would  remain  despite  over- 
tures for  him  from  Bath  over 
the  past  few  weeks. 

Davies  has  recently  signed 
No.  8 Steve  Pearce,  scrum- 
half  Gareth  Barber.  both  from 
Aberavon.  and  foe  former 
Wales  lock  John  Wakeford 
from  Cardiff. 

Jonah  Lomu,  foe  wing  sen- 
sation of  the  1995  World  Cup, 
said  be  was  targeting  foe  All 
Blades'  tour  of  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  November  for  his 
comeback.  Lomu  has  been  out 
of  all  rugby  this  year  with  a 
rare  kidney  disease. 

The  All  Blacks  yesterday 
made  two  changes  to  foe  side 
that  beat  South  Africa  last 
Saturday  when  they  named 
the  15  to  face  Australia  in  the 
Bledisloe  Cup/Tri-Nations 
Test  in  Melbourne  on  Satur- 
day. Glen  Osborne  and  Alania 
Ieremia  replace  Tana  Uraaga 
(injured  ribs)  and  Lee  Stens- 
ness  (dropped)  in  the  back- 
line.  Skipper  Sean  Fitz pat- 
rick,  who  left  the  field  at  Ellis 
Park  with  a knee  injury,  is 
bracketed  at  hooker  with 
Norm  Hewitt. 


Ashes  sene^, 

every  ba\\ 

will  be  bOMuVettV 

on  line. 
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Lid  put  on  Gold  Cup,  page  13 

Lombardo  fails  to  show,  page  1 4 

Ferdinand  up  for  grabs,  page  1 4 

Leaders  take  a battering,  page  15 
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Fourth  Test:  England  v Australia 


Atherton 
scoffs  at 
terrors 
of  track 


Mike  Sehrey  at  Headingley  finds  the  two 
captains  still  divided  over  late  pitch  switch 


A LEVEL  series,  a 
fortnight’s  break 
and  the  nerves  of 
the  England  and 
Australia  teams  ap- 
pear to  be  jangling  like  tin 
cans  behind  a newly-wed  cou- 
ple's car.  The  captains  are  on 
edge  and  the  Headingley 
groundsman  would  not  adm  it 
it  but  he  must  be  as  well  — 
and  it  is  all  down  to  specula- 
tion about  22  yards  of  turf 
lurking  beneath  the  covers 
yesterday. 

When  it  emerged  that 
Harry  Brind.  the  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Board's  pitches 
inspector,  had  recommended 
moving  the  pitch  Tor  today’s 
pivotal  fourth  Test  from  the 
original  patchy  one  to  some- 
thing altogether  more  evenly 
grassed  next  door,  it  was 
viewed  in  some  quarters  — 
English  mostly  — as  perfectly 
legitimate,  and  through  antip- 
odean eyes  as  a transparent 
Pommle  device  to  negate 
Shane  Warne.  The  subse- 
quent debate  has  worn  both 
captains  to  a frazzle. 

There  Is  no  question  that 
Mark  Taylor  feels  there  has 
been  subterfuge.  “We  all 
agreed  at  the  International 
Cricket  Council's  captains' 
conference  that  it  shwld  be 
left  to  the  groundsman  and 
controlling  body  to  prepare 
the  best  possible  surface,"  he 
said.  “I  think  that  this  one  is 
under-prepared  because  the 
groundsman  has  not  had  the 
time.  It  looks  short  of  rolling 


and  is  not  as  hard  as  I would 
like  to  see." 

Taylor  says  he  is  not 
against  changing  a pitch  if 
the  original  is  deemed  not 
suitable,  but  tbis  move  was 
made  too  late.  “You  would 
think  their  minds  would  have 
been  made  up  before  Sun- 
day.” he  argued. 

Mike  Atherton  has  had 
enough  of  the  subject  “There 
is  a lot  of  nonsense  talked 
about  pitches  generally."  he 
said.  “Come  11  o'clock  today 
the  groundsman  will  stick 
half-a-dozen  bits  of  wood  into 
the  ground  and  we  will  go  out 
and  play.  That's  all  it  is. 
There  is  nothing  we  can  do 
about  it;  we  just  have  to  get 
on  with  it" 

Perhaps  both  sides  are 
reading  too  much  into  the 
change  of  pitch.  Recent  years 
have  seen  a transformation  of 
Headingley  surfaces  In  gen- 
eral from  the  capricious 
strips  of  variable  bounce  to 
altogether  more  reliable  sur- 
faces. subject  only  to  variable 
atmospheric  conditions. 

This  particular  pitch  — 
evenly  grassed  and  if  not 
bone  dry  then  firmer  than 
Taylor  would  suggest  — was 
last  used  in  June  last  season 
when  Warwickshire's  first-in- 
nings 306  was  followed  by  508 
from  Yorkshire,  including  121 
from  Darren  Gough.  It  does 
not  sound  like  a terror-track. 

One  player  hoping  the 
swinging  characteristics  of 
the  ground  have  not  disap- 


Set  to  swing . . . Mike  Smith,  hoping  for  his  Test  debut,  puts  in  plenty  of  effort  at  nets  yesterday  photograph:  cuve  mason 


peared  is  the  Gloucestershire 
left-arm  pace  howler  Mike 
Smith,  who  looks  set  to  make 
his  debut  today. 


Although  in  the  squad  for 
the  last  Test  at  Old  Trafford, 
Smith  was  not  part  of  the  un- 
changed party  that  was  an- 
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nounced  straight  after  Eng- 
land's defeat.  Now  though, 
unless  Dean  Headley  fails  a 
stringent  series  of  fitness 
tests  on  his  injured  side. 
Smith  is  likely  to  play  at  the 
expense  of  Andrew  Caddick, 
who  despite  being  joint  lead- 
ing wicket-taker  with  Gough 
for  England  this  summer  still 
fails  to  convince  with  method 
or  body-language. 

Headingley  would  be  a poi- 
gnant place  for  Smith  to  start 
his  international  career,  for 
before  he  took  a languages 
degree  and  then  joined 
Gloucestershire  he  had  been 
rejected  by  Yorkshire,  his 
home  county. 

Swinging  the  ball  sharply 
into  the  right-hander,  he  is 
the  country's  leading  wicket- 
taker  this  season  with  55  at  14 
apiece  — a phenomenally  low 
average  — and,  significantly, 
took  10  wickets  in  his  coun- 
ty's match  here  a month  ago. 


The  variety  that  his  line  of 
attack  brings  might  provide  a 
spin-off  for  Robert  Croff  as 
Smith’s  mode  of  attack  would 
be  expected  to  provide  some 
of  the  rough  from  which  the 
Glamorgan  man’s  off-spin 
would  benefit 
England  will  not  be  contem- 
plating any  further  changes, 
either  in  strategy  or  batting 
order.  Australia,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  left  out  Michael 
Bevan,  who  has  bad  a poor 
series  so  far,  and  replaced 
him  with  Ricky  Panting  who, 
as  Taylor  pointed  out  is  not 
exactly  suffering  from  a sur- 
feit of  cricket  but  who  made 
an  impressive  century  at  Car- 
diff last  week. 


(from):  M A Ainurton  (cap*].  M A 
Buutnr.  A J Stewart  (wkf).  N Hussain.  Cl  P 
Thorpe,  j p Crawley.  M A EaJtum.  HOB 
Croft.  D Gough.  A M Smith.  D W Headley. 
A R Cwftflck. 

M*  M A Taylor  (capf).  M T G ElMolL 
G S B tawed.  M E Wautfi.  S R Waugh.  R T 
Porting.  I A Hesly  (wWJ.  3 K Wants.  P R 
Bethel,  J N Gillespie.  G 0 McGrath. 


Final  chapter 
in  Gooch’s 
opener  book 


Frank  Keating 


■HEY  have  their  exits 

| and  their  entrances.  All 

I of  us  are  Shakespeare’s 

I mere  players,  but  by  the 
nature  of  their  job  I suppose 
opening  batsmen  have  more 
entrances  and  exits  than  any- 
body else.  Good  Graham  Gooch 
has  the  chance  of  just  two 
more  entrances  in  the  next 

three  days  at  his  mutually  be- 
loved Chelmsford.  Thenjlnis 
— and  all  hail  and  farewell. 

Forty-four  years  ngo  yester- 
day, Rose  Gooch  gave  birth  to  a 
nine-pounder  at  14  James 
Lane.  Leyton.  As  was  the  cus- 
tom then,  delivery  took  place 
at  home  and,  many  years  later, 
her  late  husband  ami  delight- 
ful cricket-nut  AIT  would  cheer- 
fully admit  to  anyone  he  could 
never  forget  the  day  of  his  only 
son’s  birth — "those  first  cries 
from  baby  Graham  came 

very  soon  after  the  wireless 
commentary  of  the  first  over  of 
the  1953  Headingley  Test  had 
described  how  Lien  Hutton  had 
been  clean  bowled  far  a duck 
by  Australia's  Ray  Lindwall". 

Those  first  dramatic  unities 
were  preserved.  Hutton  was 
predecessor  to  Gooch  as  Eng- 
land's champion  opening  bats- 
man. To  be  sure,  and  with  per- 
fect symmetry,  should  Gooch 
score  a parting  century  in  this 
final  first-class  match,  he 
would  equal  Hutton's  129  hun- 
dreds In  the  all-time  scroll  of 
honour.  In  Test  matches  Gooch 
scored  20 100s.  Hutton  19. 

From  foe  western  corner  of 
that  terraced  house,  in  which 
the  family  were  renting  a cou- 
ple of  rooms,  it  would  have 
needed  only  a full-blooded, 
over-the-sightscreen  straight 
drive  by  the  adult  Gooch  to 
clear  Leyton  High  Road  and 
the  railway  station  to  land  on 
the  playingfield  ■—  "a  grim  yet 
not  whofiy  unattractive  enclo- 
sure", EW  Swanton  said  of  it 
at  the  time  — which  had  been, 
only  two  decades  earlier,  the 
headquarters  of  Essex  CCC. 

Twenty-one  summers  before 
Gooch’s  birth,  Leyton  was  the 
ground  on  which  Yorkshire’s 
Percy  Holmes  and  Herbert  Sut- 
cliffe scored  555  for  the  first 
wicket,  stm  the  highest 
English  opening  partnership. 
Was  there  something  in  the  air 
around  that  “grim"  and  grimy 
east  London  area  that  suited 
opening  batsmen?  Holmes,  in- 
cidentally, made  224  not  out;  he 
was.  like  Gooch.  44.  (Sutcliffe, 
aged  38,  was  out  for  313). 


Gooch  wfil  laydown  bat 
far  itw  List  time  this  Saturday 
and  the  writer  of  numbers  and 
suits  will  prow  to  the  last  deci- 
mal point  where  he  stands  in 
the  pantheon  ofEujdisl*  open- 
ers. Enough  to  say.  with  nu 
bother  of  slidvrutes.  that  he 
stands  up  thereon  the  centu- 
ry* stop- most  plinth  where  Hut 
ton  and  Sutcliffe  engage  In 
peer-group  conversation  with 
the  incomparable  Jock  Hobbs, 
a seniority  just  out  of  earshot, 
one  rung  below,  of  Geoffrey 
Boycott.  John  Edrlch.  Cyril 
Washbraok.  Mike  Atherton, 
and  those  two  Immortal 
knight's -squires.  Holmes  him- 
self and  Andy  Sandham. 

Gooch's  uim  highest  county 
opening  partnership,  by  the 
way,  was  3 is  with  Paul  Pritch- 
ard against  Kent  at  Chelms- 
ford three  summers  ago  and. 
in  Tests,  225  with  Atherton 
against  India  at  Old  Trafford 
in  1990.  Of  his  18  Test  match 
opening  partners,  his  Iwn 
favourites  were  Boycott  and 
Atherton.  They  provided  his 
most  .successful  long-term  liai- 
sons — he  strode  forth  49 
times  with  Boycott  and 
together  they  scored  1.751 
runs  at  almost  36  each  lime 
but.  approaching  his  dotage, 
he  much  more  prolific  ally 
combined  with  young  appren- 
tice Atherton.  44  partnersh  lps 
for  2.501  at  nearly  57.  For 
Essex.  Gooch  and  John 
Stephenson  made  first-wicket 
century  stands  2i  times. 

WHEN  he  retired 

from  Test  cricket  m 
the  new  year  of 
1995.  Gooch 

reckoned  ho  still  had  some- 
thing to  give  Essex.  but  would 
step  down  once  he  realised 
there  was  no  credence  in  his 
personal  ambition  that  he 
could  still  “cut  the  mustard". 
That  summer  of  1995  he  hit 
1,600  runs  with  seven  100s;  last 
season.  23  summers  alter  the 
tremulous  colt's  first  Essex 
match  when  John  Lever  drove 
him  to  WestcJiffin  his  dapped- 
out  VauxhaQ  Victor,  he  scored 
1,900  runs  with  eight  100s  and 
regally  topped  the  averages. 

Yesterday,  with  the  jet- 
black  trademark  Samson's 
moustache  shorn  in  both  fact 
and  metaphor,  the  great  bats- 
man stood  159th  in  the  first- 
class  averages.  He  was  as  good 
as  his  word.  "I  have  run  out  of 
gas,"  he  said.  "It  is  time  to  go." 

It  is  apt  that,  centre-stage  at 
Headingley.  the  cricket  world 
this  next  day  or  two  will  be 
cocking  an  ear  southwards  and 
asking,  “How  many's  did  Goo- 
chie  signed  off  with  far  Essex?" 
It  was  at  Leeds  six  years  ago 
that  Gooch  hit  154  for  England 
in  one  of  Test  history ’s  most 
noble  innings.  Generally, 
Gooch's  noble  cricket,  well,  en- 
nobled cricket. 
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It  is,  says 
Stagg,  the 
last  gold 
rush  this 
decade,  this 
century,  this 
millennium, 
for  British 
industry.  “If 
you  are  not  in 
the  business 
of  using 
superlatives 
on  a regular 
basis,  this  is 
probably  not 
for  you.” 

The  biggest 
machine  ever 
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Set  by  Crispa 


Across 


1 Note  the  girt  in  charge  Is 
exemplary  (7) 

5 Rue  flat  conversion? 

There’s  a contradiction!  (7) 
9 Resolve  to  be  no  longer 
unattractive  (7) 

10  Angersoverekjn  and 
country  (7) 

11  The  panel  fed  in  some 
disquiet  (9) 

12  Little  beast  given  treatment 
byame<flco(5) 

13  Aftera  row  walk  the  dog!  (5) 

13  Bushes  producing  flowers 
— unusually  late  roses  (9) 
17  The  crowd  sitting  in  the  tail 

grass  kept  under  control  (9) 

19  About  a hundred  in  turn  will 
become  more  amiable  (5) 

22  Child  getting  a letter  and  a 
game  (5) 


23  Rat  broke — meant  to  retain 
a bit  (9) 

25  For  the  viewers  this  Is  a 
wash-out!  (3-4) 

26  Not  the  man  body  of 
soldiers,  so  not  In  mall  (7) 

27  Easy  posers?  (7) 

2 2 The  narrator's  within  his 
rights  to  cheer  (7) 

Down  

1 The  firm  creed  may  be  leant 
on  (7) 

2 A drug  for  distribution  In 
Pans  (7) 

3 Tjjfi  military  man's  high-hat! 

4 Mindful  of  studies,  caught 
over  financial  liabilities  (9) 

5 To  breed  some  animals 
such  as  zebra  is  especially 
easy  (5) 

9 Men  fear  so  crooked  a 
member  of  society  (9) 
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7 Copper  held  up  by  traffic, 
resulting  in  abuse  (7) 

8 Left  unused  craft  without 
cover  (7) 

14  Exaggerate  superior 
position  (9) 

18  To  make  points,  scoff  about 
a struggle  (9) 

17  Organised  crime,  being 
bats!  (7) 

18  Offer  conveyed 
beforehand?  (7) 

20  A real  fighter,  when  confined 
to  bed,  produces  a cigar  (7) 

21  Tumor  con  appear  retro- 
gressive just  the  same  (7) 

23  Fly — ati  amatively  take  a 
shlp(5) 

24  All  the  youngster  (a  trainee) 
canmako(b) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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